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A Vaccine To Prevent

Cancer

(NAPSA)—Good news for many par-
ents and their children: Children can get
protection against cancer-causing human
papillomavirus (HPV) infections with
only two doses of HPV vaccine. The
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) reports that this vaccine
schedule, down from three doses, still
provides children with safe, effective and
long-lasting protection. “Safe, effective
and long-lasting protection against HPV
cancers with two visits instead of three
means more Americans will be protected
from cancer,” said CDC Director Tom
Frieden, M.D., M.PH.

HPV VAGCINE

IS CANCER PREVENTION &

An important defense against can-
cer is now available to children in a
2-dose vaccine series.

As CDC explains:

o The first HPV vaccine dose is rou-
tinely recommended at 11 to 12 years
old. Generally, preteens receive HPV
vaccine at the same time as whooping
cough and meningitis vaccines. The
second dose of the vaccine should be
administered six to 12 months after the
first. “This recommendation will make
it simpler for parents to get their chil-
dren protected in time,” says Dr.
Frieden.

o Teens and young adults who start
the series at ages 15 through 26 years
will continue to need three doses of
HPV vaccine to protect against cancer-
causing HPV infections.

» Adolescents ages 13-14 are also
able to receive HPV vaccination on the
new 2-dose schedule.

o Three doses are recommended for
people with weakened immune systems
ages 9 to 26.

A look at one woman’s story shows
why this is important: “I was diagnosed
with cervical cancer at age 25,” said
Tamika Felder. “The most difficult part
for me was definitely accepting that I
could lose my life, that I might not make
it. T had everything that I thought that
made me a woman removed, and it was
devastating for me. It changed my life
forever. I want parents to know that they
can protect their children from ever
going through HPV-related cancer”

Learn More

For further facts on HPV and can-

cer, visit www.cdc.gov/hpv.





