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(NAPSA)—A souped-up sports
car may have more to do with a
family-friendly minivan than you
might expect. 

That’s because drivers rang-
ing from gearheads to soccer
moms now find creative ways to
“trick out” their rides. For some,
that means adding more horse-
power through a modified en-
gine, while for others, it means
installing a DVD player so the
kids will ride quietly to Grand-
ma’s house. 

Whichever category you fall into,
car sellers agree that auto acces-
sories may help steer you toward
certain vehicle models. So which
model is best for you? That depends
how you want to accessorize. 

Here’s a look at the Specialty
Equipment Market Association’s
(SEMA) list of the most accessory-
friendly vehicles for 2006:

Best SUV
Chevrolet’s retro-style HHR was

named most accessory-friendly
SUV. The five-passenger HHR pro-
vides a number of storage compart-
ments and can be configured to
haul a substantial cargo load. 

“This all-new retro-look multi-
use vehicle lends itself to many dif-
ferent styling directions. The after-
market will have a heyday with
this SUV, and die-hard GM fans
now have their own little HHR
cruiser to kick out,” said David M.
Gordon for Hamsar Diversco, Inc. 

Best Car
The high-performance Dodge

Charger was named the most
accessory-friendly car. Available
exterior accessories include wings,
wheel flares, chin spoilers, fender
portholes/vents, and hood scoops.
Drivers can also find a variety of
new wheels for their Chargers. 

“The HEMI engine has the
potential to draw a lot of attention
to the Charger, but there are a lot
of wheel and tire combinations
you could put on it to give it dif-
ferent looks. It seems like a very

good vehicle to accessorize,” said
Ron Hunter, of Phoenix USA Inc. 

Best Truck
The Dodge Ram Mega Cab was

named the most accessory-friendly
truck. The vehicle can be cus-
tomized with different types of
grills, bumper billets, lights and
towing systems. However, its inte-
rior can also be easily customized to
include new types of audio and
video systems, as well as dash and
gear accessories. 

“The possibilities to enhance
the cab of this Dodge are limited
only by the imagination of the spe-
cific accessory manufacturer. With
the popularity today of audio and
video entertainment systems, the
Dodge Mega Cab is a dream come
true for audiophiles along with
raising the bar on innovative new
custom interior upgrade pack-
ages,” explained Larry Weiner, of
Performance West Group, Inc. 

For more information, visit
www.EnjoyTheDrive.com.

Accessories Drive Auto Sales

The Dodge Charger was named
the most accessory-friendly car.

The Chevrolet HHR was named
the most accessory-friendly
SUV.

The Dodge Ram Mega Cab was
named the most accessory-
friendly truck.

(NAPSA)—As homeowners
clean up after storms, it’s impor-
tant to remember that the deci-
sions you make today will last the
life of your home. Now is the time
to make your home as energy-effi-
cient as possible.

While you may not often think
about insulation, repairing or
rebuilding after storms gives you
the chance to increase the energy
efficiency of your home dramati-
cally. Even a home built as few as
10 years ago probably has much
less insulation than today’s mini-
mum code requires. Insulation pro-
vides numerous benefits including
energy conservation, increased
comfort and better sound control. 

“When rebuilding after storms,
it’s wise to think about all the ben-
efits insulation provides. Don’t just
add the bare minimum required by
the local code. Remember, the
greater the R-value, the greater
the insulating power,” says Ken
Mentzer, president and CEO of the
North American Insulation Manu-
facturers Association (NAIMA).
“Take advantage of the opportunity
to make your home more comfort-
able and more energy efficient.”

Wet Insulation 
Homeowners in storm-ravaged

areas may have wet insulation. All
insulation that has been wetted as
the result of rising flood waters
should be removed and replaced
since the water may be contami-
nated, say experts at the American
Red Cross and Federal Emergency
Management Administration. 

However, if fiber glass batt
insulation is wet from a clean
water source, such as a potable
water pipe, it can be removed,
dried out and reused. All loose-fill
insulations that become wet
should be removed and replaced,
since they can lose their insulat-

ing properties or R-value when
wet. 

Insulation Pays 
Your state or local utility may

offer tax incentives or rebates for
increasing the energy efficiency of
your home with thermal insula-
tion. NAIMA’s Web site offers
links to these programs at
www.SimplyInsulate.com. 

Insulation is an investment
that pays for itself many times
over. The initial costs to install
insulation are typically recouped
in the first 3 to 7 years depending
on how much you already have
and how much more you add.
Fiber-glass insulation continues to
save energy and lower bills for the
life of your home. Savings may
vary. Find out more in the seller’s
fact sheet. 

Adding Insulation 
Most homeowners will benefit

from adding an R-30 to their
existing insulation. For new con-
struction, most homes need an R-
38 or R-49. Check out NAIMA’s
recommendations at www.Simply
Insulate.com. Homeowners will
also find numerous free resources
to help them make informed insu-
lation choices. 

Think of Insulation When Rebuilding 
Weather-Damaged Homes

If your fiber-glass insulation be-
comes wet as a result of rising
flood waters, it must be replaced.

(NAPSA)—Whether you’re add-
ing a hot water dispenser in the
kitchen or a whirlpool bathtub in
your bathroom, here are some
pointers that keep the ideas—and
the hot water—flowing. 

During remodeling, it’s impor-
tant to remember that when you
update hot-water-hungry appli-
ances, your hot water usage will
likely increase. And, since the aver-
age family today uses more hot
water than it did 10 years ago, it is
critical to think about your future
hot water needs as well.

For example, a large whirlpool
tub demands a lot of hot water,
and depending on the specifics of
your project, you may need to
increase the hot water capacity in
your home. This typically means a
larger water heater. Custom show-
ers with multiple body sprays
have also grown in popularity. A
custom shower will consume a lot
more hot water than a traditional
shower and will increase demand
on your water heater. 

In the kitchen, hot water dis-
pensers, secondary pot washing
sinks and multiple dishwashers
add to whole-house hot water
needs. In either case, you might
consider increasing the tank
capacity of your water heater,
installing a supplementary tank-
less water heater, or adding a
small capacity under-cabinet
tank-type electric water heater to
help meet hot water demands.

“When people upgrade their
kitchens and baths, their main con-
cern is ‘how it looks,’ and they don’t
consider the possibility that the
modern upgrades can impact the
whole-house hot water supply,”
says Cliff Deidiker, residential
product manager at A. O. Smith
Water Products Company, a leading

manufacturer of residential and
commercial water heaters .

What size water heater will you
need to meet these new demands?

It’s best to consult your contrac-
tor, as a home’s hot water supply is
determined by a combination of
tank capacity and energy input. 

If your home is older and you
are installing a large whirlpool
tub to replace a traditional bath-
tub, be sure your existing water
heater has the capacity to supply
enough hot water. If you are con-
sidering upgrades in the kitchen
and bath, you should confirm that
your existing water heating sys-
tem will be able to handle the
increased hot water usage and
think about upgrading to a water
heater with a 75-gallon capacity. 

It comes down to this: If you are
updating the kitchen or bath, then
you may need a larger water
heater. Plumbing contractors are
increasingly recommending and
installing 50- to 75-gallon-capacity
water heaters as opposed to smal-
ler models. In order to meet chang-
ing lifestyle demands, a compre-
hensive selection of A. O. Smith gas
and electric water heaters is avail-
able from professional contractors
nationwide. To learn more, visit
www.hotwater.com. 

Ideas Flow When Remodeling Kitchen, Bathroom

Adding a large whirlpool tub to
your bathroom may increase
demand on your water heater.

(NAPSA)—Doubletree Hotels
developed an educator-approved
lesson plan for elementary schools
and youth organizations that
gives students the opportunity
and resources to host a nation-
wide bake sale. One hundred per-
cent of the proceeds from the
“Cookies for a Cause” goes to the
American Red Cross Disaster
Relief Fund. To learn more, see
www.doubletree.com/teachingkids
tocare.

You can ask your real estate
agent, lender or attorney for
information on title insurance
and how an Owner’s Policy can
provide the protection and the
peace of mind you need to enjoy
your new home. For more infor-
mation, visit www.alta.org.

More than 70 years ago, Con-
gress made providing telephone
service for all Americans a statu-
tory priority. This commitment to
universal telecommunications ser-
vice has been strengthened
through the years. Contact your
members of Congress and urge
them to make a commitment to
continue supporting the Universal
Service Fund. For more informa-
tion, visit www.NTCA.org.

According to a study by the Pew
Internet & American Life Project,
about eight million Internet users
say they have created a web log or
“blog,” and the number of blogs in
existence doubles about every five
months. A good example of this are
people trying to lose weight who
use their blogs to keep a diary of
their progress. To learn more, visit

www.freewebs.com/naps. 
Pediatricians, national news

programs and venerable morning
talk shows have advised for years
that allowing children to spend
too much time playing computer
games and watching television
can slow development and lead to
overweight, unhealthy children
and young adults. Indoors isn’t all
bad, however. Arts and crafts, for
example, can play an important
role in childhood development;
and they’re great fun, too. Activi-
ties such as scrapbooking, card
making, rubber stamping and
custom gift making are more fun
and engaging than ever before. To
learn more, visit www.xyron.com.

According to Rob Aulebach of
Bank of America, people starting
a small business should investi-
gate businesses similar to theirs.
Aulebach suggests working with
small business organizations such
as SBA and visiting financial
institutions that have in-house
small business experts. Bank of
America alone has over 600 small
business experts in select banking
centers across the country.

At 870˚ Fahrenheit, Venus has
the hottest average temperature
of any planet in the solar system.
The coldest average surface tem-
perature is that of Pluto (-370˚
Fahrenheit).

Guy Lombardo began his
famed bandleading career in Lon-
don, Ontario, and the town now
hosts much of his memorabilia at
the Guy Lombardo Music Centre.




