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(NAPSA)—Here’s some car
maintenance advice that will help
keep your vehicle operating prop­
erly and hopefully save you
money.
For starters, make sure your

car has the right brakes and
they’re working properly. Today’s
vehicles are composed of advanced
technological systems.
Brakes are part of that system

and configured to interact with the
other vehicle components in a cer­
tain way. Brake replacement work
can be done just about anywhere,
but installing aftermarket brake
components not tested and
designed for that particular vehicle
may hurt other parts of the brak­
ing system and cause problems.
“If you have one weak link in a

system, the other links have to
work harder to make up for that
deficiency,” said Kurt Pursche,
brake systems specialist, GM Ser­
vice and Parts Operations. “The
least expensive component of the
braking system is the brake pad,
but if you skimp on the pad, it will
cause the entire system as a
whole to work harder, which could
lead to more expensive repairs
down the road.”
Replacement brake compo­

nents are not regulated to any
specific performance or design
standards. That’s why it’s impor­
tant to have brake work per­
formed at a dealer. Goodwrench
technicians go through extensive
brake service training that in­
cludes familiarization with com­
plex braking technologies such as
anti­lock brakes and StabiliTrak
systems. The company also offers
a full line of Genuine GM Parts
and ACDelco aftermarket brake
products that are tested and man­
ufactured to meet specific brake
performance standards.
Chuck Greening, president,

Greening Labs, Inc., and his engi­

neering team have been testing
and certifying aftermarket brake
components from a variety of
brake manufacturers for more
than 40 years. They recommend
consumers look for brake compo­
nents that are designed and
tested to meet specific perfor­
mance requirements for their
individual vehicle when it’s time
to have brake work performed.
“There are no Federal Motor

Vehicle Safety Standards for after­
market brakes, so getting replace­
ment brake parts that have been
tested to meet certain perfor ­
mance standards is essential,”
said Greening. “Companies like
GM come to us to certify that the
brakes they offer their customers
meet specific design and quality
standards.”

How do you know when it’s
time to replace the brakes?
There are no specific visual

characteristics to determine if a
car’s brakes are bad without tak­
ing the wheel off the vehicle. How­
ever, many vehicles come equipped
with a small thin piece of metal
attached to the brake pad that acts
as a warning indicator. This device
makes a chirping noise during

brake application and lets you
know the brake pad is getting low
and should be replaced.

Signs that a vehicle may
need new brakes:

1) Poor brakes may cause
whistling, squeaking, grinding or
pulsing or may make the vehicle
shimmy.
2) You need to press harder on

the pedal to make the vehicle stop
or the brake pedal can be pushed
all the way to the floor.
3) The vehicle pulls to one side

when pressure is applied to the
brakes.
Some reasons for brake failure

include excessive heat or using
the wrong product on the vehicle.
Heat can be caused by extreme
use (such as “riding” the brakes
while driving), constant use in
intense conditions (such as moun­
tain driving) or improper calibra­
tion. Extreme heat can damage
brake rotors, leading to more seri­
ous and expensive problems.

Tips for making brakes
last longer:

1) Replace brakes with original
equipment manufacturer replace­
ment parts designed and tested
specifically for that vehicle.
2) Don’t overload the vehicle

with too much cargo or a trailer it
can’t handle.
3) Don’t drag the brakes while

accelerating.
4) Make sure the parking

brake is in good working order
and test it often.
Goodwrench recommends and

performs regular brake inspec­
tions as part of its Multi­Point
Vehicle Inspection process every
time a car is brought in for service.
Additional brake replacement rec­
ommendations are outlined in the
vehicle’s owner’s manual.

Learn More
For more information, visit

www.goodwrench.com.

Tips On Vehicle Maintenance And Repair

Taking a vehicle back to the dealer
for brake service can ensure you’ll
get quality parts, brakes specifi­
cally designed and tested for your
car, and components installed by
trained technicians.

(NAPSA)—As Washington con­
tinues to debate green energy and
how it can help power economic
growth, Americans have found
ways to make their voices heard—
and with good reason.
Different types of high­tech

green power have already created
thousands of jobs, with nuclear
power alone adding 9,000 new
workers to the American economy
in 2008. Indeed, regardless of eco­
nomic forecasts, many analysts say
the future of nuclear energy in the
U.S. and worldwide looks bright.
France already uses nuclear to

produce 80 percent of its electric­
ity, with the United Kingdom and
Canada among the scores of coun­
tries expressing strong interest in
expanding their own green nuclear
energy.

Safe And Green
For instance, a company called

Westinghouse, which hired
approximately 4,000 employees
within the past four years,
recently developed the AP1000™

reactor, the only generation III+
nuclear power plant to receive
Design Certification from the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
It’s based on a technology that’s

already logged more than 3,000
reactor years of highly successful
operation. Natural forces, includ­
ing gravity, natural circulation
and condensation, provide the
plant’s safety, and a comparatively
smaller number of valves, pumps

and motors are required to actu­
ate the passive systems.
The construction of four of the

company’s reactors began in
China this year, and many more
are expected to follow throughout
the world.

Getting Involved
This type of growth could spell

good news for the economy and
the environment. Nuclear power
is the nation’s biggest producer of
energy that does not emit green­
house gases, but it could also
someday be among the country’s
biggest industries.
To learn more, visit www.ap

1000.westinghousenuclear.com.
You can also contact your legisla­
tors in Washington, D.C. about
this issue. You can reach your sen­
ators at www.senate.gov and your
representative at www.house.gov.

Americans Speak Up For Green Jobs

Clean nuclear power has helped
create thousands of American
jobs.

(NAPSA)—Today’s teens hope
to someday be their own bosses—
and they want their education to
work for them.
That’s the finding from a recent

survey showing that more than
half of teens would like to start
their own businesses someday,
and an overwhelming majority of
them believe that entrepreneurial
skills should be taught in school.
However, 88 percent felt it would
be “difficult but possible” or
“somewhat challenging” to start
their own business.
Experts have echoed the teens’

call for education, saying lessons
in entrepreneurship would better
equip them with skills such as
leadership, problem solving and
critical thinking—abilities that
are seen as keys to success in
today’s global, knowledge­based
economy.

Working Knowledge
It’s a lesson not lost on Jack

Kosakowski, president of Junior
Achievement USA, the group
that sponsored the survey. To
help today’s teens become tomor­
row’s business owners, the orga ­
nization launched “JA Be Entre­
preneurial.” Created through
support from the U.S. Office of
Juvenile Justice and Delinquency
Prevention, the program is tar­
geted toward high school stu­
dents. Through hands­on activ­
ities and the support of a
classroom volunteer, it helps stu­

dents start and run their own
business ventures.

Future Success
Kosakowski and others say the

program could pay off for teens
down the road. In fact, in a sepa­
rate poll conducted by Junior
Achievement and Gallup, 61 per­
cent of employees and hiring man­
agers said that being entrepre­
neurial at their companies was
either “very” or “somewhat” im­
portant. Additionally, 96 percent
said that it was important for the
American workforce to become
“more entrepreneurial to remain
competitive in the world.”

Gaining An Edge
You can visit www.ja.org to

learn more about developing
entrepreneurial skills and about
Junior Achievement. The group is
the world’s largest organization
dedicated to educating young peo­
ple about work readiness and
entrepreneurship, as well as
financial literacy.

Students LookTo Learn Entrepreneurial Skills

The majority of teens surveyed
said they want to learn entrepre­
neurial skills in school.

***
People ask me what I do in win­
ter when there’s no baseball. I’ll
tell you what I do. I stare out
the window and wait for spring.

—Rogers Hornsby
***

***
Congratulations. I knew the
record would stand until it was
broken.

—Yogi Berra
***

***
It seems to me that people have
vast potential. Most people can
do extraordinary things if they
have the confidence or take the
risks. Yet most people don’t.
They sit in front of the telly and
treat life as if it goes on forever.

—Philip Adams
***

***
Danger breeds best on too much
confidence.

—Pierre Corneille
***

   
       

       
       

       
         

     
       

 
         

         
         
       
         
     

     
       

           
       
             
         

           
     

       
       
       
         

               
         
         
       
   

   
         
     
       

         
       

     
         
     

       
     
       

           
     

         
       
   

   
         

       
     

       
     

       
       

       
         
     

       
       

       
       
       

         
         
     

     
             
       

       

         
       
       

       
         
           
       
           

           
         

       

       
           

     
       

 
     
     

         

         
           
           
         

         
         
 
       
       

         
         

         
       
       

       
       
         

     
     

     
   

       
     
     

             
 

       

     
         

     
   

     
         
     

               
     

       
   

 
     

 

           

           
         
       
         
       

   

   
     

         
     

       
   

     
       
         
           

 
   

   
     

   
     

     
   

 
     

       
         
       

         
     

       
           
       

     
         

         

     
     

         
           
       

           
     

 
     

       
     
       

     
         

         
             
         
         

   
       

         
         

   
         

   
       

         
       
       
 
         

       
         

       
         
         

       
         

         
         

       
         
       

 
   

       
           

             
         

   
       

       
     

 
       
 

         

   
         

         
     

         
       

     
       

       
       
       

         
       

           
         

       
         

         
         

       
       

     
       

   
   

       
     
       
       
       
     

         
       
       
     

     
     
       
       

         
       

         
     

         
       
   

   
         

         
     

         
         
         
       

   
       

         
       
           
       

     

         

       
     

   
         
         
   

         
       

           
     

       
     
         

         
       

     
     

       
       

     
         

     
   

           
   
 

 
           

     
     

       
       
         

       
   

         
     

       
       
         
         

       

         
   

 
       

         
             
       

       
         
       
       
         
     

           
     

     
     

   
       
     

     
       

     
       

       
     

   

         

       
         
       

             
         
             
         

   

     
         
 

 

           
       

       
         
       

             
             

     

         

     

Affordable Ways To Safeguard Family Finances 
by John Addison 

(NAPSA)—As your family grows 
and changes, it’s important that your 
financial game plan adapts—and 
that often means re­examining your 
insurance policies. 
For instance, marriage, the 

birth of more children, and 
changes in your income are all 
reasons to check your life in­

surance coverage. 
Today, just one­third 
of American adults 
own a life insurance 
policy, and among 
those who do, two 
out of five think 
they don’t have 

Addison enough—and odds 
are they’re right. In 

fact, some financial experts sug­
gest that parents with young chil­
dren should have coverage that’s 
10 times their annual income. 
Wondering if you’re properly 

insured? Ask yourself the follow­
ing questions and then take a look 
at your current policy: 
• How much money would 

your family need to maintain its 
quality of life should you pass 
away? 
• How much money would 

your family actually have? 
• How much can you afford to 

pay each month so that your fam­
ily members will have enough 
money to live the way you want 
them to live? 

Affordable Coverage 
MSN MoneyCentral has called 

term life insurance the “cheapest, 
most efficient protection out 
there.” Unlike whole life insur­

ance, term insurance provides 
protection for a limited number of 
years (the policy’s term) and only 
pays a death benefit. It can be a 
smart and affordable way to give 
added protection or to bolster your 
coverage during particularly 
expensive periods of your life— 
when children are in college, after 
buying a new home, etc. 

Protecting Your Home 
It’s important to be certain your 

homeowner’s insurance provides 
adequate coverage as well. It 
should cover 100 percent of the 
cost to rebuild your home—not 
just the home’s value (including 
land). 
Still, a whopping 66 percent of 

homeowners are thought to be 
underinsured by an average of 18 
percent. If you’re concerned about 
the cost of upgrading your cover­
age, move from a $500 deductible 
to a $1,000 deductible. You’ll 
likely save about 20 percent on 
premiums. Also, don’t be afraid to 
shop around. Get quotes from a 
number of insurers every two 
years. You might be surprised at 
what you can save. 

Learn More 
Financial professionals at 

Primerica have created a guide 
that can show how to take control 
of your financial life. To get a copy 
of “How Money Works,” write to 
Primerica, 3120 Breckinridge 
Blvd., Duluth, GA 30099, ATTN: 
Corporate Relations, or call (770) 
564­6329. For more information, 
visit www.primerica.com. 
• John Addison is co­CEO of 

Primerica. 




