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(NAPSA)—The National Sci-
ence Foundation and its governing
board, the National Science Board,
issued companion reports recently
confirming the U.S. is facing a
critical science pipeline problem
that threatens to undermine our
global preeminence in science and
technology. Simply put, the U.S. is
not producing the numbers of sci-
entists and engineers it needs to
fill a job sector that is growing
faster than any other.

But how can we expect our stu-
dents to achieve in science and go
on to pursue careers in these
fields when their teachers don’t
feel qualified to teach the subject?  

That question is the focus of a
new national survey commissioned
by Bayer Corporation that polled
deans of the nation’s schools of edu-
cation who are responsible for
training America’s teachers and the
country’s newest generation of ele-
mentary teachers themselves. 

The Bayer Facts of Science
Education X survey finds that
while deans believe science should
be the fourth “R” and placed on
equal footing with reading, writ-
ing and math, science is still
treated as a second-tier subject, as
much in teacher training pro-
grams as in the classroom itself.  

For example, new teachers
report that when they were in col-
lege, science received less empha-
sis than English and math in their
teaching methods courses, a find-
ing with which the deans concur.
And, many more new teachers and
deans gave “A” grades to their
English and math teaching prepa-

ration than to their science prep.
Further, of all subjects, science is
the one new teachers say they wish
had been given more emphasis in
college, with one in three saying
they rely more on what they
learned in high school to teach it.  

This all impacts today’s ele-
mentary school classrooms, where
most teachers polled say that,
unlike other core subjects, they do
not teach science every day. Sec-
ond, fewer new teachers say they
feel “very qualified” to teach sci-
ence compared to the other basics.
Only 14 percent rate their school’s
overall science program excellent,
while another 30 percent rate it
fair or poor.

“Considering how important
science is to the nation, that is
unacceptable,” said John Payne,
President and General Manager of
Bayer HealthCare LLC—Animal
Health Division, North America
and Chairman of Bayer’s Making
Science Make Sense program.
“During elementary school we get
the best first opportunity to grab
students’ attention and keep them
engaged. That’s when students, if
taught science in a hands-on,
inquiry-based manner, begin to
develop important lifelong science
literacy skills, such as problem
solving, critical thinking and team

working.”
In the survey, hands-on,

inquiry-based science learning
gets the clear thumbs-up. Nearly
all deans and teachers agree that
this is the most effective way for
students to learn science.  

Further, eight in 10 deans
report that this is the method
their institution primarily uses to
train its elementary teacher can-
didates to teach science, a finding
confirmed by the teachers sur-
veyed. Eight out of 10 new teach-
ers say it’s the method they use
most often in their classrooms,
versus the six in 10 who weighed
in 10 years ago in the first Bayer
Facts survey.

“While there is definitely
movement in the right direction,
the survey tells us that elemen-
tary science education needs a
stronger emphasis in college
teacher training programs if we
are to successfully make science
the fourth ‘R’,” said Payne. “We
also know that colleges and uni-
versities need not go it alone
because model programs that
give science first-tier emphasis
exist and can be emulated by
others.”  

Payne pointed to California
University of Pennsylvania,
Duquesne University and Robert
Morris University in Pittsburgh,
Western Washington University
in Washington state and West Lib-
erty State College in West Vir-
ginia as among those having
model programs.

For more information, please
visit www.BayerUS.com/MSMS.

Creating A Healthy U.S. Science Pipeline Is Rooted
In College Teacher Training Programs
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students to achieve in science…

when their teachers don’t feel
qualified to teach the subject?

(NAPSA)—Today, more and
more consumers are turning to
their homes as an escape, a sanc-
tuary from the hustle and bustle
of daily life. They seek to make
their homes’ interiors an exten-
sion of the outdoors by bringing in
a more natural look.

But what can consumers do
when they don’t have the time or
resources to install granite coun-
tertops, a marble tub or a slate
floor? Fortunately, many options
exist that allow for a natural look
without draining your bank
account. There are several quick
and easy ways to bring the look of
the outdoors into your home:

• Bamboo or rice paper shades
are popular window treatments,
adding a clean and calming aes-
thetic at a reasonable price.

• For the more daring, many
companies manufacture personal
calming fountains that feature the
relaxing sounds of water running
over rocks.

• One of the quickest and most
dramatic ways to create a natural
look is simply by installing a new
floor. For many consumers, nat-
ural flooring tiles are only a
dream due to their cost and high
maintenance. Thanks to the
newest developments in the floor-
ing industry, that dream can now
be a reality.

Manufacturers such as Ala-
bama-based Nafco by Tarkett offer
flooring with the look and feel of
natural materials, that are ex-
tremely durable, easy to maintain
and at affordable prices.

“The recent trend in home dec-
orating has been to bring a re-
laxed, comfortable, natural look to
the home,” explains Pierre Lefort,

vice president and general man-
ager of Nafco by Tarkett. “Natural
flooring products have become
increasingly popular. However,
while people love the look of these
high-end natural flooring prod-
ucts, many simply cannot afford to
install them in their homes.”

Vinyl flooring such as Nafco by
Tarkett’s PermaStone Modular
tile replicates the look and feel of
natural materials such as stone,
ceramic, porcelain and slate, with-
out the hassles associated with
installing and caring for a natural
floor. The line includes various tile
sizes that can be assembled into
modular units, providing home-
owners with increased decorative
options and a more upscale, nat-
ural look.

With a little creativity, and
today’s new natural-looking home
products, it’s possible to transform
your home into a relaxing retreat.
For more information on Perma-
Stone Modular flooring, visit
www.nafco.com.

Natural Home Products Bring The Outdoors In

Modular tile, shown in a Natural
Slate design, helps bring the look
of nature indoors.

(NAPSA)—Did you know that
girls who exercise between the
critical development ages of 8-18
lower their risk for teen preg-
nancy, depression and have shown
improved academic performance
and career success? In fact, many
of the unique physical and psycho-
logical health issues facing young
women today such as obesity,
heart disease and diabetes can be
avoided through regular physical
activity, according to a recent
report entitled “Her Life Depends
on It” released by the Women’s
Sports Foundation.

The Foundation, celebrating 30
years of advancing the lives of
girls and women through sports
and physical activity, has launched
GoGirlGo! to help get girls active.
This national education and
awareness campaign arms adults
and girls with the tools to live an
active lifestyle and educate others
about physical activity. The pro-
gram aims to get one million inac-
tive girls to participate in regular
physical activity and keep another
one million already active girls
from dropping out. 

“The physical activity system
for youth has disintegrated over
the last 30 years. The result is a
generation of sedentary youth
with girls more adversely affected
than boys,” said Dawn Riley,
Women’s Sports Foundation presi-
dent and former America’s Cup
team member. “In 1974, only one
out of 21 girls was obese or over-
weight; today that figure has
increased to one in six, and it’s
cause for action. GoGirlGo! is a
step toward breaking down barri-
ers and getting girls involved in
activity.” 

Since girls are more likely to
participate in activity with encour-
agement from parents or active
role models, the key to the success
of GoGirlGo! is for mentors to get
involved. Mentors—both adults
and active girls—can show that it’s
easy to get started and activity can
be fun. 

To help a girl you know get
active, log onto www.GoGirlGo.com.
Adults can register their official
pledge to activate a girl and access
tips on how to motivate her. Girls
can click over to GoGirl World
where they can share their experi-

ences via message boards, take a
survey to see what sport might be
just right for her interest and skill
and be an Ambassador and get oth-
ers involved. On the Web site,
adults and teens can pledge to get a
girl active by joining tennis legend
Billie Jean King’s team, World Cup
soccer star Julie Foudy, or Olympic
gold medal gymnast Dominique
Dawes’s team. 

Other components of the cam-
paign include: (1) Grant Program
—grants to enable new sport and
physical activity opportunities to
be offered and expand programs to
accommodate recruited inactive
girls; (2) education and awareness
campaign—A free, curriculum-
based educational program cre-
ated for girls, coaches and parents
to reinforce positive behaviors and
educate one million currently
active girls; and (3) community-
based activation—GoGirlGo! Days
and public information cam-
paigns will be conducted in pilot
communities.

GoGirlGo! national sponsors
Advanta, Gatorade, Moving Com-
fort and Russell Corporation and
the Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company will
activate their consumer networks
to help educate girls and adults of
all ages on the important role
sport and physical activity play in
the lives of American girls.  

The Women’s Sports Founda-
tion is an educational nonprofit
organization founded in 1974 by
tennis legend Billie Jean King.
To learn more, visit www.Go
GirlGo.com.

America’s Girls Get Active Through GoGirlGo! 

A new program aims to get one
million girls ages eight to 18 to
become more active.

(NAPSA)—What goes through
the mind of a criminal passing the
point of no return? The answer may
be in a new psychological thriller,
One False Move (MIRA Books,
$19.95), by Alex Kava, an author
known for exploring the depths and
complexities of criminal behavior
through her fiction. For more infor-
mation, visit www.mirabooks.com

According to a new book pub-
lished by the New York Academy of
Sciences, human brains and bird
brains are remarkably alike when
it comes to learning language. Not
only do bird and human brains
share similar structures and vocal
pathways, they both develop their
vocal skills by listening and imitat-
ing the sounds made by their par-
ents and neighbors. To learn more,
read “Behavioral Neurobiology of
Birdsong” edited by H. Philip Zei-
gler and Peter Marler. You can also
check out Annals Extra in the Sci-
ence & the City webzine of the
New York Academy of Sciences at
www. nyas.org/snc/annals.asp. 

Some people have to lose
everything to discover what is

valuable. That is the suspenseful
theme of nationally best-selling
author Jodi Thomas’ 18th novel,
Finding Mary Blaine (MIRA
Books, $6.50). Married 10 years
to a partner in one of Austin,
Texas’s most powerful law firms,
Blaine Anderson’s life is turned
upside down when a bomb blast
in a doctor ’s clinic knocks her
through the window into an alley.
When she learns that she was
the target of the bombing and the
identity of the person responsi-
ble, Blaine finds her way to a
homeless shelter, afraid to con-
tact anyone. For more informa-
tion, visit www.mirabooks.com.

***
One cannot collect all the beau-
tiful shells on the beach. 

—Anne Morrow Lindbergh 
***

***
How beautiful it is to do noth-
ing, and then rest afterward. 

—Spanish Proverb 
***

***
Beauty of style and harmony
and grace and good rhythm
depend on Simplicity.

—Plato 
***

***
Anyone who keeps the ability
to see beauty never grows old. 

—Franz Kafka 
***

***
Men are equal; it is not birth but
virtue that makes the difference.

—Voltaire
***




