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(NAPSA)—If your child is like
the average American school kid,
he or she spends 17.4 hours a
week watching TV or playing
video games, 16.7 hours a week
playing outside and only 5.9 hours
a week reading.

Despite research that shows the
importance of summer reading in
helping children keep skills sharp,
only 17 percent of parents say
reading is a top summer priority,
according to a new survey from
Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) and
Macy’s.

The survey, conducted by Har-
ris Poll, also found:

• More than 60 percent of par-
ents in the survey said they do not
believe their child loses reading
skills over the summer, although
existing research shows summer
learning loss is a major problem,
particularly for low-income chil-
dren, who can lose up to three
months in reading skills each sum-
mer. Children who don’t read profi-
ciently by the end of third grade
are four times more likely than
others to drop out of high school.

• Parents who consider read-
ing to be “extremely” or “very”
important are twice as likely to
have a child who reads every day.

• Children who are involved in
a reading program are up to two
times more likely to read every
day.

• Despite the proliferation of e-
books and digital formats, 83 per-
cent of parents said their children
prefer print books for summer
reading, compared to 7 percent
preferring tablets and 4 percent
preferring e-readers.

Many literacy studies show a
direct correlation between income
level and the number of books in
the household, creating even more

obstacles to developing children’s
literacy.

“Many families think of read-
ing as eating your vegetables—
good for you but not necessarily a
treat. Reading is the best vaca-
tion. It takes you places you never
dreamed you would visit, and
summer especially is a time when
kids can immerse themselves in
the topics they like best,” said
Carol H. Rasco, CEO of RIF.

RIF works to inspire a love of
reading by delivering free books
and literacy resources to children
and families that need them most.

For example, it launched the
11th annual Be Book Smart cam-
paign to support children’s liter-
acy. Everyone can support reading
this summer by donating $3 at
any Macy’s store to help get more
books to kids in need. Shoppers
who make a $3 donation get $10
off a $30 purchase, and Macy’s
will donate the full amount to RIF.

Macy’s has already helped
raise nearly $30 million for RIF to
promote literacy at all levels, buy-
ing books for children, training
educators, and providing re-
sources to parents.

Learn More
For further facts on getting

books to kids who need them
most, visit www.RIF.org.

An Ingenious Way To Help Get Books To Kids

You can help children get free
books by donating $3 at Macy’s.

(NAPSA)—Portable generators
are readily available from many
retailers and home centers,
they’re familiar to users and thus
easy to operate, and they store
easily in a shed or garage. How-
ever, automatic standby genera-
tors offer many advantages over
portables during a power outage.
Here are the top six:

•They can back up your entire
home, which can be difficult or
impossible with a portable genera-
tor—even a large one. Life goes on
as normal, as if utility power were
never interrupted.

•Automatic operation. When
the power goes out, an automatic
standby generator senses the out-
age, starts up and automatically
begins delivering power to your
home within seconds. A portable
generator has to be taken out of
storage, fueled and started up
manually.

•They don’t require refueling.
An automatic standby generator
runs on your home’s natural gas
or LP fuel supply. Both can keep
your generator running for days
or even weeks. A portable genera-
tor runs on gasoline and, depend-
ing on the size of the tank and
amount of power you’re using,
you’ll have to refuel it every seven
to 10 hours.

•Quieter operation. With their
sound-deadening enclosures,
automatic standby generators are

much quieter than portable gen-
erators.

•They don’t require extension
cords. Unless you have a manual
transfer switch, you’ll have to run
extension cords from your genera-
tor to all your appliances. Auto-
matic standby generators deliver
power directly to your home’s elec-
trical system. Your lights and
appliances—including hardwired
items like a furnace or well
pump—operate as they would
under utility power.

•They are safer because they
are permanently installed and
must comply with rigorous
national and local building and
electrical codes.

To learn more about the long-
term advantages of home standby
power, visit the Generac website
at www.generac.com.

Why Automatic Standby Generators
Are Better Than Portables

A standby generator can come to
your rescue immediately in case
of a power outage.

(NAPSA)—For many cancer
patients, getting the care they
require can mean the financial
hardship of traveling to a treatment
facility far from home for weeks or
months at a time. Fortunately,
that’s where Extended Stay Amer-
ica’s “Keys to Hope” program steps
in. Extended Stay America, the
largest owner-operated hotel chain
in the U.S., recently made an
unprecedented donation to the
American Cancer Society, providing
40,000 free and deeply discounted
hotel stays to patients who have to
travel to receive cancer treatment.

The program is already chang-
ing lives, like the Grady family,
whose 31-year-old-son Mike was
diagnosed with Stage 2 testicular
cancer. “You never think cancer
will touch your family,” said Jan
Grady, Mike’s mother. “When it
does, it’s like the rug is pulled out
from under you.” Mike’s treatment
at a facility in Boulder, Colo., about
an hour away from his home,
included five-hour chemotherapy
sessions every day for the first
week of three, three-week cycles.

“Knowing he couldn’t drive back
and forth every day, I called the
American Cancer Society for help
and was told about the Extended
Stay America program,” Jan said.
For the first week of daily treat-
ments, Mike’s father, Peter, trav-
eled from North Carolina to be
with him and the two stayed at the
Extended Stay America hotel near
the treatment center. “Without
this, it would have been a tremen-
dous financial hardship. This pro-
gram lessened our burden by thou-
sands of dollars.” Since completing
his treatment, Jan reports, “Mike
is doing wonderfully! He has a new
job and has gradually resumed his
training for trail running races.”

Patients and caregivers can take
advantage of the donation at all the
hotel chain’s 632 locations across
44 states, including hotels conve-
niently located near U.S. News and
World Report top-ranked cancer
hospitals such as University of

Texas M.D. Anderson, Memorial
Sloan Kettering, Johns Hopkins
Hospital and many more.

“The American Cancer Society
is dedicated to removing the barri-
ers that cancer patients face when
seeking treatment,” said Kristen
Solt, vice president, Hope Lodge
Network, American Cancer Soci-
ety. “Traveling for treatment puts
an additional burden on people
who are already experiencing
emotional and financial stress.

“We’re thrilled to have the
Extended Stay America donation
as every room we provide makes a
huge impact. In Houston, for
example, the demand for lodging
well exceeds our resources, and
now with Extended Stay Amer-
ica’s rooms, we are able to meet
many more patients’ needs for
lodging while in Houston.”

To request a room, patients
and their caregivers should con-
tact the American Cancer Soci-
ety at 1-800-227-2345. To join in
the fight against cancer, visit
www.ExtendedStayAmerica.com
or call 1-800-804-3724. For infor-
mation about American Cancer
Society programs and services,
visit www.cancer.org or call
1-800-227-2345.

Program Offers Cancer Patients Free Lodging

A new program gives cancer
patients and caregivers a signifi-
cantly reduced rate on hotel
rooms located near the site of
treatment facilities.

(NAPSA)—The Be Book Smart
campaign lets anyone help Read-
ing Is Fundamental deliver free
books to children who need them

by donating $3 at any Macy’s store.
Shoppers who make the donation
get $10 off a $30 purchase. Learn
more at www.RIF.org.

(NAPSA)—There’s a company
that independently certifies auto-
mobile repair shops for quality
work and fair pricing standards.
RepairPal.com was created to bring

peace of mind to consumers with a
nationwide network of highly rated
mechanics. To learn more, visit
www.RepairPal.com or download
the mobile app at www.Repair
Pal.com/mobile.

Originally from the Western
Hemisphere, the peanut was
introduced to Europe by Spanish
explorers. Today the peanut is
grown in tropical and sub-tropi-
cal regions around the world.

It’s believed that the average
American eats about 70 quarts of
popcorn a year.

(NAPSA)—When selling your
home, view it as a potential buyer
and make improvements accord-
ingly. Consult with a real estate pro-
fessional to see if improvements are
good investments. To learn more,
visit American Home Shield at
www.firsthomeresources.com or call
(866) 250-4313.

* * *
Skin irritations can be a stress-

ful distraction from summer plea-
sures—especially when symptoms
strike without warning. Corti-
zone-10 Intensive Healing For-
mula can be trusted to work fast,
heal itching and irritation. Visit
www.cortizone10.com for more
tips on caring for your skin this
summer.

* * *
If you approach higher learning

motivated and knowing why you’re
pursuing your degree, you’re closer
to success, suggests Stephanie
Jackson, a “coach” in Bellevue Uni-
versity’s Flexxive program. To see
if new learning models are for you,
visit www.Bellevueuniversity.
smartermeasure.com or Twitter
@BellevueU or call (800) 756-7920.

* * *
Thanks to a new program, can-

cer patients receiving treatment
away from home have access to free
and deeply discounted hotel rooms
at Extended Stay America’s 632 loca-
tions across the U.S. Accommo-
dations are booked through the
American Cancer Society. To learn
more, call 1-800-227-2345.

* * *
National 4-H Council and CME

Group are bringing an enjoyable
educational experience, called
Commodity Carnival, to kids at state
and county fairs around the coun-
try and through an app. To see it or
to find participating fairs, go to
www.cmegroup.com/4Hcarnival.

* * *
At Florida’s Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complex, you can
see the historic Atlantis spacecraft
and a Saturn V moon rocket, meet
an astronaut, watch IMAX 3D
space films, and tour the U.S.
Astronaut Hall of Fame and
Kennedy Space Center. Learn
more at (855) 378-0167 and www.
KennedySpaceCenter.com.

* * *
One golfer, along with a buddy,

and one golf blogger may soon be
swept away to play the same courses
as are in the Jamaica Invitational
Pro-Am “Annie’s Revenge” in Mon-
tego Bay when they win a sweet
sweepstakes. Learn more at http://
www.visitjamaica.com/anniesrevenge.




