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(NAPSA)—Nothing says love
quite like a rawhide-flavored
greeting card—if you’re a dog,
that is. This year, pet parents are
finding a wider selection of innov-
ative gifts to warm the hearts of
their furry valentines.

According to the American Pet
Products Manufacturers Associa-
tion (APPMA) National Pet Own-
ers Survey, 6 percent of dog own-
ers say they purchase a gift for
their dog on Valentine’s Day, while
3 percent of cat owners, 4 percent
of bird owners and even 3 percent
of small-animal owners also admit
to buying something special for
their pets on February 14.

Here are a few of this year’s
most paw-inspiring gifts:

• Petmate’s Hearts and Swirls
Designer Bowl features a whimsi-
cal image of pink hearts on a
white background. The bowl’s low
profile won’t interfere with
whiskers while cats are feeding.
The bowl is made of lightweight,
durable polymers that resist nicks
and scratches, which can trap bac-
teria. Pet parents love the cute,
fade-proof, dishwasher-safe de-
sign. www.petmate.com

• Let your love for your pet
shine with PolyBrite Interna-
tional’s Lighted Hearts Collar
Covers. The collar covers attach to
an existing collar, leash, harness,
horse’s reins or bridles with Velcro
to keep your pet safe at night. The
lighted red hearts design requires
one 2032 replaceable lithium
watch battery. www.polybrite.com 

• Send your furry valentine a
Crunch Cards edible greeting card
to show them how much you love

them. Crunchkins has eight cards,
made of a flattened rawhide panel
and printed with edible ink. 

The new designs feature such
sentiments as “Love and Licks,”
“A Valentine Treat for Someone
Sweet,” “I Ruff You,” “Love is in
the Air” and “They Call It Puppy
Love.” Each card comes packaged
with a red envelope for mailing.
www.crunchkins.com 

• The Pampered Pet Heart Bed
by Petmate is a sweet retreat for
small dogs and cats. 

Made with plush polyester fab-
ric for ultimate comfort, the fash-
ionable bed features a wrap-
around full bolster design that
gives pets an ideal resting place.
www.petmate.com 

• Fish can be pretty in pink
this Valentine’s Day, too. The
Casco Group’s Baby biOrb is a
globe-shaped aquarium that holds
just four gallons of water and
comes with a stylish top and bot-
tom. It’s handy for novice fish
keepers or those with limited
space. The acrylic aquarium’s tops

and bottoms come in four different
colors. www.biorbusa.com

• Doggles Comfort Heart is a
pink, heart-shaped pillow that is
digitally enhanced with a moth-
er’s heartbeat set on a 30-minute
timer. The pillow is 15 inches tall
and perfect for comforting new
puppies or providing extra emo-
tional support to adult dogs that
might suffer from separation
anxiety. 

Doggles also offers pink human
and pet matching sunglasses,
pink hats, clothing and acces-
sories and heart-shaped collar
charms. www.doggles.com

• Here’s a little something for
your lovebug this Valentine’s Day.
The Bed Bug Play Center from
Marshall is a great dual-purpose
toy that can be used as a sleep
sack or a play center. It can be
used inside or outside a pet’s cage.
It is an interactive toy for pet and
owner. Great for multiple pets.
www.marshallpet.com 

• February is also Doggie Den-
tal Month. Make your pooch
adorable, lovable, kissable and
huggable for Valentine’s Day with
KissAble Dog Toothbrush and
Toothpaste by Cain & Able Collec-
tion. The design of the KissAble
toothbrush makes it easy to clean
all three sides of the tooth with
one stroke. The soft bristles mas-
sage the gums while the firmer
bristles clean teeth. The vanilla-
flavored, all-natural toothpaste is
great for dogs and their people.
www.cainandablecollection.com.

For more information on
APPMA, a not-for-profit trade
association, visit www.appma.org.

Sharing The Love With Paw-Fect Valentine’s Gifts

If you “paw-sitively” love your
pet, you may want to learn more
about the latest pet-pleasing,
purr-inducing gifts for Valentine’s
Day.

(NAPSA)—Schoolchildren all
across the nation are being en-
couraged to rise from the couch
and rise to the challenge. School
Walk for Diabetes (SWFD), the
American Diabetes Association’s
signature school-based fundrais-
ing event, is hoping to engage stu-
dents of all levels of learning and
ability to focus on the importance
of nutrition and regular exercise
and their impact on diabetes. 

How It Works 
The SWFD supports programs

aimed at curing and preventing
diabetes and improving the lives
of all people affected by diabetes.
Participation in SWFD can be
very rewarding for each student
who participates and each school
that excels in the program. Each
school that raises $1,000 or more
receives up to 15 percent of the
funds raised through a gift certifi-
cate for exercise equipment or
school medical supplies. Kids also
earn thank-you gifts for their
fundraising efforts. School princi-
pals, teachers and parents can
work with students to create an
event that is fun and easy for all
to participate in. 

Builds School Spirit 
The event helps to build

school spirit  and promote
healthy living. It is important to
reach kids with healthy lifestyle
messages, as obesity rises at a
high rate in young children and
teenagers. Diabetes is second to
asthma as the most chronic con-
dition in children. Obesity in
children has increased and seri-
ous health consequences have
followed. According to a study
conducted by the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH) and Cen-
ters for Disease Control (CDC),
one in five youths with diabetes
has additional risk factors for
premature heart disease. 

Also, type 2 diabetes, typically

associated with older adults, is
growing increasingly prevalent
among American youth. A study
completed by the NIH, American
Diabetes Association and Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics found
not only a rise in type 2 diabetes
because of excess weight, but also
an increase in type 1 diabetes,
presenting further evidence that
increased physical activity and
better nutrition are vital to the
health of our nation’s youth. 

Affects 54 Million Americans 
And prediabetes, a condition

that develops when blood glucose
(sugar) levels begin rising to
troubling levels but are not yet
high enough for a diagnosis of
diabetes, currently affects 54
million Americans. If present
trends continue, one in three
born in 2000 will be diagnosed
with diabetes in his/her lifetime. 

Last academic year, more than
1,600 schools participated in
SWFD to support the mission of
the American Diabetes Association. 

Schools can sign up for SWFD
by calling (888) DIABETES (1-
888-342-2383.) Online fundraising
is at www.diabetes.org/school
walk. 

A School Walk To Fight Diabetes

Last year more than 1,600
schools took a step in the right
direction by participating in the
School Walk For Diabetes. 

(NAPSA)—Applying to a col-
lege or university can be one of
life’s most important and stressful
times. To help smooth the applica-
tion process for students and their
families, J. Leon Washington,
dean of admissions and financial
aid at Lehigh University, offers
the following advice:  

• Start Early—Give yourself
ample time to get through the col-
lege selection and application
process. A great time to begin is
spring of your junior year of high
school, although some students
start sooner. Make a short list of
colleges where you plan to apply
and take time to visit each college
to determine the right fit for you.
Ideally, start early enough to
allow yourself time to reflect on
the application and put your best
foot forward.

• Check Application for
Accuracy and Completeness—
Common errors such as typos or
incomplete information can make
or break your opportunity. Before
you submit your application, be
sure to review it carefully. Don’t
depend solely on spell-check—be
sure you proofread the application
to avoid careless mistakes. Many
colleges offer an online checklist
for students to check the status of
their application and ensure that
all required items have been sub-
mitted. Take charge of the process
and actively keep track of your
application.

• Keep Copies of What You
Submit—Even in this technologi-
cally connected world, items can
get misplaced. If you apply to eight

schools, you should have copies of
all eight applications. In addition,
with the increase of online applica-
tions, be sure you get a confirma-
tion of your submission. This way,
if a college or university says that
they did not receive your applica-
tion, you can resend proof. 

• Be Aware of Deadlines—
What are the deadlines for early
decision vs. regular decision?
What are the deadlines for apply-
ing for financial aid? Meeting
deadlines is so critical that you
should consider submitting your
application days or even weeks
before the due date. Ultimately,
being organized can make the dif-
ference between your application
being seriously considered or not.

Most importantly, be sure to
take time to enjoy the process.
“Amidst all the hype, drama and
angst of today’s world of college
admissions, it’s critical to remem-
ber to take a deep breath and
have fun,” said Washington. 

Avoid Common Mistakes When Applying To College

Don’t let an avoidable mistake,
such as missing a deadline,
keep you from getting into the
college of your dreams.

(NAPSA)—A Web service called
Billeo provides consumers with a
free service that makes all online
transactions convenient, simple and
secure. It offers flexibility in man-
aging online bills or any other infor-
mation involved in online transac-
tions and automatically saves
payment receipts. To learn more,
visit www.billeo.com.

* * *
Nominations are being accepted

for the 2008 Experience Works
Prime Time Awards Program. To
be considered for a state’s out-
standing older worker or America’s
Oldest Worker, applicants must be
65 or older and work for pay at
least 20 hours per week. For more
information, visit www.experience
works.org or call (866) 397-9757. 

* * *
Canister vacuums tend to oper-

ate more quietly than uprights.
The Electrolux Quiet Clean pow-
erhead, available on the Oxygen3
Ultra and the Twin Clean, oper-
ates at nearly 10 decibels less
than a traditional upright vac-
uum. For more information, call
(800) 896-9756 or visit www.elec
troluxusa.com.

* * *
The United Nations Association

of the United States of America’s
HERO campaign—in partnership
with beinggirl.com—is currently
searching for students to be
selected as 2008 HERO Youth
Ambassadors. To learn more, log
on to www.beinggirl.com/hero or
www.heroaction.org.

* * *
Here’s news that may trim away

some of the myths about body
shaping. Noninvasive body shaping
procedures may be an ideal option
for women opposed to surgery and
injections. To learn more, visit
www.bodyshape.thermage.com.

* * *
Men with enlarged prostates

may be interested in a minimally
invasive treatment called TherMa-
trx. The in-office procedure works
by applying gentle heat to a very
precise area of the prostate, result-
ing in long-term symptomatic re-
lief of urinary constriction without
ongoing drugs or invasive surgery.

* * *
A tool frequently used in the

textile and garment industry to
accurately assess how clothing
fits—a 3-D body scanner—is now
being used to influence treatment
for children with spinal and chest
wall deformities by the Shriners
Hospitals for Children—Spring-
field, Mass.

* * *
UNICEF (United Nations Chil-

dren’s Fund) offers holiday cards
and gifts that benefit children
around the world. Visit www.
unicefusa.org/shop.

* * *
CedarSafe cedar panels repel

and resist mildew, and even
insects including silverfish and
roaches, in coastal storage areas
or other enclosed areas. The low-
cost 4’ x 8’ cedar panels will also
freshen up your storage area,
thanks to the natural cedar scent.
Visit www.cedarsafeclosets.com.




