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(NAPSA)—When it comes to
insuring your condo, it can pay to
read the fine print. A condo associ-
ation provides a master insurance
policy to cover mishaps that mate-
rialize outside your four walls.
Yet, to safeguard your family,
home and treasured possessions,
you may also want to bridge any
gaps with insurance of your own. 

Condo owners are responsible
for everything from the walls in—
including appliances, furniture and
personal belongings. Some condo
associations add protection for per-
manent interior fixtures such as
walls, floors and built-in cabinets. 

“If you suffer a loss and that
protection doesn’t include in creases
in value, you might not get a dime
toward the costs of your upgraded
granite countertops or remodeled
bathroom,” says Charles Valinotti,
senior vice president with QBE
Regional Insurance. 

While master policies typically
cover the building complex, com-
mon grounds and exterior of indi-
vidual units, there are many gray
areas. Valinotti encourages condo
owners to prepare for scenarios
where lines could blur. 

• A guest slips at the pool and
racks up major medical bills.
Who’s liable? Because the accident
occurred in a common area, your
master policy takes force. How-
ever, if the policy’s limit falls
short, each condo owner could be
assessed for remaining costs. 

• A baseball shatters your win-
dow. Who’s on the hook? Windows
are both inside and outside a
condo’s walls, so there’s no clear
answer. But there’s a good shot
you’ll be stuck with the bill. 

• A storm rips off a portion of
your roof. Who pays for repairs?
The master policy kicks in, but you

might have to chip in for expenses
if they exceed the limit. While
repairs are being made and your
home is uninhabitable, you’d also
want ample “loss of use” coverage
for temporary accommodations.

• Your bathtub overflows, ruin-
ing the ceiling of the unit below.
Who’s responsible? You’re account-
able for that and anything else
occurring within your condo, such
as a guest provoking your dog and
your dog biting back, or someone
slipping on your wet floor. 

“It’s relatively inexpensive to
increase limits on your individual
policy,” Valinotti says. “The buffer
is worth it if an unfortunate situa-
tion occurs.” He reminds condo
owners that master policies may
change and to review a new copy
with their insurance agents each
year. 

QBE Regional’s Crowne Condo
product, with coverage enhance-
ments for high-valued condos and
personal property like furs and
jewelry, is being introduced state
by state and coming to your area
soon. Visit qberegional.com. 

Avoiding Insurance Gaps

Having private condo insurance
can help cover interior damage
that may not fall under your mas-
ter insurance policy.

(NAPSA)—A surprising conse-
quence of an uncertain economy is
that Americans are now at an
increased risk for being stranded
with battery failure. That’s be -
cause more motorists are keeping
older vehicles longer, buying used
cars and not getting regular pre-
ventive maintenance. 

Battery-related service calls
are the second most common prob-
lem for motorists during peak
travel periods, according to one of
the nation’s largest motor clubs.

The Problem
While motorists recognize that

automobile batteries are affected by
cold temperatures and winter
weather, few are aware that pro-
longed exposure to heat also accel-
erates the rate of corrosion and con-
tributes to battery failure. Auto
service experts place the life
expectancy of a typical automotive
battery at three to five years in
average climates, but only two to
three years in areas with high heat
or extreme cold. 

The Reasons
“There are many factors that

can cause a battery to fail,” says
Alexia Hayes, a product develop-
ment engineer and mother of two
young children. “Motorists who
take many short trips on a daily
basis, those who frequently forget
to turn off their lights or make
commutes of less than 20 minutes
are also at risk. The combination
of performing many starting
cycles, coupled with short run
times, will leave a battery below
the ideal charge specification for
most of its shortened life.” 

Hayes notes that parents with
young children, new drivers and
seniors often experience these
driv ing patterns and are therefore
especially vulnerable. 

The Solution
Hayes advises, “A good set of

jumper cables with the latest
technology will take the fear and
guesswork out of dead battery
concerns and make jump starts
easy and safe.

“Ordinary jumper cables can
cause sparking or shorting if
they’re not properly attached,
which can result in serious injury
to the user,” she adds, “and tradi-
tional jumper cables can produce
a power surge that severely dam-
ages a vehicle’s expensive comput-
ers and electronics.” 

Fortunately, there’s innovative
patented technology now available
in new Smart Jumper Cables from
Michelin, which offer built-in
surge protection and automatic
polarity adjustment. You can con-
nect either clamp to either positive
or negative connections. There’s no
guesswork, sparking or shorting.

Other Michelin safety features
include LED indicator lights that
confirm the proper connections
are made, textured grips, and
heavy-duty, eight-gauge cable
with insulated clamps for flexible,
tangle-free, cold-weather-resistant
operation.

Learn More
For more information, visit

www.michelinsmartcables.com. 

Charging Ahead In Tough Times

Older cars and vehicles making
many short trips daily or operating
in extreme climates are more likely
to need their batteries recharged.

(NAPSA)—Colorectal cancer
(cancer of the colon or rectum) is
one of the most treatable cancers
when detected early. Unfortu-
nately, up to 25 percent of all
patients are diagnosed after their
cancer has metastasized (spread
to distant organs). In these ad -
vanced cases, the goal is to pre-
vent the cancer from spreading
further. 

Doctors around the country are
recruiting patients with advanced
colorectal cancer to participate in
a clinical research study. 

This study, called PEAK, will
evaluate a fully human mono-
clonal antibody combined with
chemotherapy to see if it is more
effective compared to the best
available standard treatment regi-
men. Monoclonal antibodies are
substances produced in a labora-
tory that can locate and bind to
cancer cells by recognizing specific
substances on cancer cells. These
antibodies are used to find and
attack tumors. 

PEAK is an acronym for Pani-
tumumab Efficacy in combination
with mFOLFOX6 Against beva-
cizumab plus mFOLFOX6 in
mCRC subjects with wild-type
KRAS tumors. 

Participation in the PEAK
study is open to those with unre-

sectable (inoperable) advanced
colorectal cancer who have not yet
received a treatment regimen for
their advanced-stage disease. 

Individuals interested in
exploring study participation can
log on to www.CRCstudy.com. 

Colorectal cancer is the third
most commonly diagnosed cancer
and the second leading cause of
cancer-related death in the U.S.
The American Cancer Society esti-
mates that 146,970 people will be
diagnosed with colorectal cancer
in 2009, and 49,920 will succumb
to the disease this year. 

Colorectal Cancer: Clinical Research Study
Evaluating Targeted Therapy With Patients

Whose Cancer Has Spread

Colorectal cancer patients can
visit www.CRCstudy.com to learn
about a clinical research study. 

(NAPSA)—Doctors say nasal
irrigation could hasten the resolu-
tion of flu symptoms and prevent
their recurrence. SinuCleanse,
which manufactures a neti pot
used for gentle nasal irrigation,
developed “Kids Mist” for use
with infants and children under
12 years of age. They are avail-
able at leading retailers including
Walgreens, CVS and Kroger. 

**  **  **
Jewelry insurance can cover

items that are lost, damaged or
stolen. Jewelers Mutual is the
nation’s only insurer to specialize
in jewelry. Visit www.insure
 yourjewelry.com to get a free
quote and access an online calcu-
lator to determine how much 
cover age you might need. 

**  **  **
COPD, or chronic obstructive

pulmonary disease, is a serious
lung condition that may affect 24
million adults, but only half
know it. Speak with your doctor

and visit www.KnowCOPD.com,
a site supported by Boehringer
Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
and Pfizer Inc. 

**  **  **
If you have diabetes, check

your feet every day for cuts,
bruises or sores. Pay special
attention to open sores or wounds.
Either one could become a dia-
betic ulcer. If left untreated, it can
lead to infection or amputation.
To learn more, visit APMA.org.

Because of Medicare, less than 1 percent of Americans 65 and over
are without health insurance, compared with 15 percent of the general
population.

The yo-yo is believed to be
the second-oldest toy in the
world. The name “yo-yo” comes
from a Filipino expression mean-
ing “come come.”

By the time a person turns 18,
he or she will have spent 12,000
hours in school.

***
Before borrowing money from
a friend, decide which you need
most.

—American Proverb
***

***
The bird a nest, the spider a
web, man friendship. 

—William Blake
***

***
We are keenly aware of the
faults of our friends, but if
they like us enough it doesn’t
matter.

—Mignon McLaughlin
***

***
Fear makes strangers of people
who would be friends. 

—Shirley MacLaine
***

***
Friendship is Love, without his
wings.

—Lord Byron
***

***
The best time to make friends
is before you need them. 

—Ethel Barrymore
***

***
I always felt that the great high
privilege, relief and comfort of
friendship was that one had to
explain nothing.

—Katherine Mansfield
***




