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(NAPSA)—Equipment safety is
no accident. Just because you can
drive a car doesn’t mean you’ll
automatically be good at operating
tractors and utility vehicles. Keep-
ing safety top of mind, John Deere
offers practical tips to avoid injury
when operating outdoor equipment.
Compact Tractor Safety Tips

A tractor is a lot like a com-
puter. It’s the add-ons that do the
work. For computers, that means
software. For tractors, that means
attachments, such as rotary cut-
ters and mowers, loaders and box
blades.

But with attachments come addi-
tional safety considerations. Because
the attachments—whether on the
front or back of the tractor—change
the distribution of weight, it is impor-
tant to keep ballast in mind. 

Think of it this way. Dinosaurs
with long necks, such as the bron-
tosaurus, also had long tails.
Without their tails to balance
them, the brontosaurus would
have likely tipped face forward
into the dirt. 

Similarly, a tractor with a
loader on the front needs added
ballast in back. Manufacturers
offer plenty of ballast options,
from front weights to wheel
weights to ballast boxes. 

New tractor owners should also
keep in mind that a feature called a
power take off—or PTO—lets the
tractor send power to attachments
such as rotary cutters and mowers.
John Deere recommends that pur-
chasers of compact tractors remem-
ber to:

• Read and understand the
operator’s manual.

• Pay attention to warning
labels on tractors and their
attachments.

• Wear proper clothing, avoid-
ing open-toed shoes and loose
clothing.

• Keep all protective shields in
place on attachments.

• Never let children ride on a
tractor or attachment.

Utility Vehicle Safety Tips
The most frequent cause of

accidents involving utility vehicles
is speed, says Dave Stricker, man-
ager of product engineering ser-
vices for the Horicon, Wisconsin-
based factory of John Deere
Worldwide Commercial and Con-
sumer Equipment.

“We’ve had situations where
people go too fast for the condi-
tions or the terrain, which can
result in the driver possibly losing
control,” Stricker says. “That can
cause the vehicle to go into the
ditch or the driver and passenger
to be ejected.”

Stricker adds that operators
can get themselves into trouble

even at low speeds. He suggests
that utility vehicle purchasers
make sure to:

• Allow the dealer to explain
safe vehicle operation.

• Read the operator’s manual.
• Make sure speed is appro-

priate for terrain and weather
conditions.

• Be aware of the dangers of
tipping, particularly when driving
across slopes.

• Only carry one passenger in
the approved seat provided.

Lawn Tractor Safety Tips
Fires are the most frequent

kind of incident involving lawn
tractors and therefore should be a
top concern.

“Leaves and grass can accumu-
late on the mower and around the
muffler and engine and can catch
on fire from the heat,” Stricker
says. “In some cases, the fires may
destroy the tractor and the place
it is stored.”

The most tragic personal in-
juries involving lawn tractors hap-
pen when operators drive or back
over children they didn’t know
were there, Stricker says.

Stricker suggests that riding
lawn tractor purchasers remem-
ber to:

• Always keep children inside
the house while mowing.

• Never give rides to children.
• Avoid mowing in reverse.
• Mow up and down a slope,

rather than across it, to reduce
rollover risk.

• Avoid mowing on slopes that
the tractor cannot back up.

Remember, don’t take safety for
granted.

Equipment Ownership 101—Safety First

Though fun to operate, utility
vehicles are not toys. Be re-
spectful of the machine and its
capabilities.

✁
Note to Editor: This is the sixth installment in an ongoing series that provides helpful tips and advice to rural homeowners
who are first-time equipment buyers.

(NAPSA)—Rebecca and her
family were in a terrible car acci-
dent during their family vacation
more than 10 years ago, and
Rebecca suffered a traumatic brain
injury. Although she has made sig-
nificant steps toward recovery,
Rebecca experiences episodes of
involuntary emotion as a result of
her injury. Often in public settings,
Rebecca loudly laughs or cries, dis-
playing emotions that are inappro-
priate to the situation.  

Rebecca is an example of more
than 1 million Americans who suf-
fer from involuntary emotional
expression disorder (IEED). IEED
is also known by other names
such as pseudobulbar affect, emo-
tional lability, pathological laugh-
ing and crying, and emotional
incontinence. 

IEED is a distinct neurologic
disorder that causes sudden and
unpredictable episodes of crying,
laughing or other emotional dis-
plays. IEED may occur when dis-
ease or injury damages the area of
the brain that controls normal
expression of emotion. This dam-
age can disrupt brain signaling,
causing a “short circuit” and trig-
gering episodes of involuntary
emotional expression. The condi-
tion can occur in people diagnosed
with neurologic disease or brain
injury such as multiple sclerosis
(MS), Lou Gehrig’s disease (ALS),
Parkinson’s disease, dementias
(including Alzheimer’s disease),
stroke and traumatic brain injury. 

IEED can cause anxiety and
embarrassment for both Rebecca
and her family, particularly in
social situations. These episodes of
involuntary emotions can be so dis-
ruptive that Rebecca—and others
affected by the condition—may
avoid going out into public or social
settings and become isolated over
time. 

Caring and Understanding 
The best approach to caring for

someone with IEED is to talk
openly about the condition and the
emotional episodes it causes. Reas-
sure your loved one that there is
nothing to be embarrassed about.
Let him or her know that you are
not embarrassed and that you
understand these episodes cannot
be controlled. Also, let him or her
know that you will help manage

any disruptions that an episode
may cause. To avoid confusion and
hurt feelings, it is best to have
open lines of communication about
your loved one’s episodes with
friends and family members.

Caring for a friend or family
member with IEED is a rewarding
endeavor. 

“You and the person you care for
should learn as much as possible
about IEED. Information helps you
feel more in control, and gaining
knowledge about IEED will help
ensure that your friend or family
member receives the best possible
care,” explains Erik Pioro, M.D.,
Ph.D., Director, Center for ALS
and Related Disorders, Depart-
ment of Neurology, Cleveland
Clinic. “IEED has a significant
impact on the quality of life and
relationships for patients, their
loved ones and caregivers.” 

Finding Support 
Even though it can be difficult

to care for someone with IEED,
take a moment each day to enjoy
the time you are able to spend
with him or her. But remember to
also take care of yourself both
physically and mentally; it is
essential that you balance your
own needs with those of your
loved one. According to the
National Family Caregivers Asso-
ciation (NFCA), caregivers in such
situations often need to—and
should—find support and help by
joining a support group and learn-
ing from other caregivers. 

For additional information,
cal l  (866) 740-4333 or visit
www.IEED.org or the NFCA Web
site at www.thefamilycaregiver.org. 

Caring For A Loved One With Involuntary Emotions 

Caring for a friend or family
member with IEED is a rewarding
endeavor.

(NAPSA)—By selecting the
right supplies and labeling your
holiday packages correctly, you
can help ensure that your gifts
arrive safely and on time. Choose
sturdy boxes with the flaps intact,
be sure to position the address
label squarely on the largest sur-
face and provide complete sender
and recipient addresses, including
phone numbers and ZIP codes.
Find more tips at www.fedex.com. 

**  **  **
In response to the global chal-

lenge of making clean, safe drink-
ing water available to all people,
chemical companies are partner-
ing with humanitarian organiza-
tions and various governments to
introduce clean water systems
where they are most desperately
needed. To learn more about how
chemistry is essential to clean
water and health, visit the Amer-
ican Chemistry Council at
www.americanchemistry.com. 

**  **  **
Busy moms not only want their

kids to look their best at school
but also smell great. That’s why

Billie Causieestko, celebrity styl-
ist and fashion consultant for the
Miss Teen USA pageant, suggests
using Bounce with Febreze Fresh
Scent Citrus and Light dryer
sheets when washing children’s
clothes. Another great way to use
the dryer sheets is to place them
into your child’s gym bag to keep
his stinky sneakers and sports
equipment fresh.

**  **  **
An innovative online program

will evaluate manuscripts submit-
ted by unpublished fiction writ-
ers, offer feedback and award
prizes. To learn more about the
Sobol Award, log on to www.sobol
award.com.

(NAPSA)—When visiting open
houses these days, homebuyers
may be greeted by something they
haven’t seen in a very long time: a
variety of concessions from the
sellers.

Residential real estate has
shifted in many areas across the
nation from sellers’ markets to
buyers’ markets, so people with
“For Sale” signs in front of their
homes have had to change their
tactics to attract buyers. Rather
than simply waiting behind the
sign for buyers to knock on the
door, many sellers are now offer-
ing buyers something besides just
the opportunity to purchase their
home. 

With increased inventory, new-
home developers and builders are
especially determined to attract
buyers any way they can. Many are
offering upgrades on finishes, floor-
ing and appliances. One Florida
builder even sweetened the deal
with an in-ground swimming pool. 

Concessions to buyers, how-
ever, aren’t limited to bonuses on
the home itself. Some sellers are
offering unrelated extras, such as
travel and merchandise. Conces-
sions are also being worked into
the settlement, with prepaid utili-
ties, closing costs, even mortgage
payments being laid out on the
bargaining table. Some conces-
sions are the deal itself, with
builders and developers offering to
sell the buyer’s existing home or
even trade for it.

Finally, sellers are more willing
to talk about a good old-fashioned
price reduction.

Regardless of the concession
itself, the greater lesson for buy-
ers is that they can now ask sell-
ers for things they would have
turned a deaf ear to before the
market shifted. First-time buyers
are at a special advantage, unen-
cumbered by the contingency of
selling an existing property to
take advantage of today’s conces-
sion-driven market.

To get the most out of their
home purchase—whether negoti-
ating concessions in a buyers’
market or negotiating the road
hazards through a tough sellers’
market—homebuyers can always
benefit from working with a real
estate professional who will keep
their best interests the top prior-
ity. Realtors who have earned the
Accredited Buyer’s Representative
(ABR) designation have taken
special training from the Real
Estate Buyer ’s Agent Council
(REBAC) to help them guide buy-
ers through a successful home
purchase—in any market.

To find an ABR-designated agent,
and to receive a free copy of the
REBAC-published “Homebuyer’s
Toolkit,” visit www.REBAC.net or
call (800) 648-6224.

Concessions Greet Homebuyers
***

The one thing that doesn’t abide
by majority rule is a person’s
conscience.

—Harper Lee
***

***
The secret to success in any
human endeavor is  total
concentration.

—Kurt Vonnegut
***

***
It is better to fail in originality
than to succeed in imitation.

—Herman Melville
***

***
Think like a wise man but
express yourself like the com-
mon people.

—W.B. Yeats
***

***
Speech is the mirror of the soul;
as a man speaks, so is he.

—Publilius Syrus
***




