Back To School

The Trend: Clothing You Can Wear nght Away

(NAPSA)—Youngsters can size
up the back-to-school shopping
trend in three words: Wear It Now.

Teens and preteens are looking
for the immediate shopping grati-
fication of purchasing clothing
they can wear right now. “A good
idea for parents is to split the
back-to-school budget into sum-
mer and fall shopping trips,”
suggests T.J. Maxx Fashion
Spokesperson Laura McDowell.
“Stock up on the trends for
warmer weather now and then
later add the sweaters, sweat-
shirts and other heavier items as
the weather changes.”

The layered look is absolutely
the top fashion statement. Start
with lace camies and add dress-
length shirts, deep V-neck sweaters
and hoodies. You'll be seeing up to
three layers of various textures and
pieces.

In August and September, gals
will want to start with a tank or
lace camisole and build upon the
layering effect with the season’s
hottest new favorite—the tunic.
Tunics elongate the overall ensem-
ble, with many ranging in length
from 26 to 34 inches. Look for
polka dots, florals and solids in
muted shades such as gray, brown,
olive and black. Tunics can be tank
tops, short sleeved or long sleeved;
the key is their length.

When it comes to bottoms, the
long shorts will certainly continue
to be a popular choice in early fall.

Other top choices for back to
school are skinny leg jeans in
darker washes, pencil skirts and
leggings.

LAYER IT ON ME—Teens opt for the
layered look...for her, tunics over
jeans and leggings; for him, jack-
ets and hoodies over tee shirts.

Tops will play an integral role
in back-to-school fashions. Hooded
fleece jackets and cropped hoodies
for layering, as well as sweaters
(oversized “boyfriend” knits in
solids and stripes), all make the
scene. The long cardigan, turtle-
neck, cowl neck and deep V necks
are all perfect layering pieces.

As the gals enjoy layering—
especially in a muted palette of
color—guys seek urban and camo
pieces. Again the colors are
basic—camouflage green, olive,
deep brown, black and gray.
Hooded sweatshirts are still a
favorite, but nonhooded zip-up
jackets also make a statement.
Jeans are both plain and embell-
ished in a variety of washes. Logo
tee shirts with screens and mes-
sages are top must-haves as well.

For store locations, visit the T.dJ.
Maxx Web site at www.tjmaxx.com.





