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(NAPSA)—Interested in be-
coming the next apprentice? Or,
better yet, the next head honcho?
You may just be one click away.

A recent CareerBuilder.com
survey shows that online career
sites ranked as one of the three
top resources used by job seekers.
This makes sense considering that
analysts estimate 20 percent of
hires at Fortune 500 companies
come from online sources—a num-
ber projected to double in 2005.

To make the most of your job
search efforts online and land
that next great opportunity,
CareerBuilder.com’s senior career
advisor Rosemary Haefner offers
the following tips:

Act Fast. Stay on top of your
search. The survey found over 50
percent of hiring managers fill
their open positions within one
month, 30 percent within two
weeks. Regularly check for new
online postings. Also, sign up for a
free Job Alert, which automati-
cally e-mails job postings that
match your search specifications
to you, so you can apply directly. 

Remember: One Size Does
Not Fit All. Customize your
applications. Seventy-one percent
of hiring managers polled say they
pay more attention to resumes
and cover letters that are tailored
to their open positions. Visit the
employer’s Web site for informa-
tion on products and services,
press announcements, corporate
culture, etc. Reflect this research
in your communications and pep-
per in keywords from the job post-
ing as they apply to your skills
and experience.  

Make it Simple. Use plain
text. Avoid ornate fonts and
graphics when submitting an
online resume as they may not
translate well to hypertext lan-
guage. Also, make it easy on the

recruiter to remember you and
reference the job number or posi-
tion in the header with a highlight
about yourself. Example: “Com-
munications Expert applying for
Public Relations Director.”

Advertise Your Skills. Post
different versions of your resume
to appeal to companies offering
positions in various areas of inter-
est. You can control who sees your
information to prevent discovery
from your current employer and
you can track how often employ-
ers click on your resume during
searches of the database.  

Limit the Verbs. Avoid apply-
ing too many verbs when describ-
ing your experience as employers
tend to search through electronic
resumes using nouns. Instead of
writing “managed projects,” use
“project manager.” 

Check Yourself Out. Stand
out from the crowd. Sites such as
CareerBuilder.com offer back-
ground check services that enable
you to increase your marketability
by pre-screening your personal his-
tory and credentials for potential
employers. Companies can have
more confidence in considering you
for employment when reviewing
your resume and you can ensure
your results are accurate.   

For more job hunting tips, visit
CareerBuilder.com.

Tips For Finding A Job At Internet Speed

(NAPSA)—While technology
provides friends and family with a
variety of opportunities to more
easily stay in touch, 64 percent of
Americans still prefer the old-
fashioned way when they want to
make someone feel truly special—
handwritten and from the heart.
According to a recent study on
behalf of the Greeting Card Asso-
ciation, the majority of Americans
agree traditional methods of per-
sonal communication, such as
greeting cards, beat out their
point-and-click counterparts in
this situation. 

“I just came from teaching a
class on the topic of social affinity
and people need to connect person-
ally in face-to-face relationships
that cards and letters facilitate,”
said Dr. Joseph Palacios, Assistant
Professor of Sociology at George-
town University. “Even though e-
mail and the phone are great tools
for communication, there is a
human desire and longing for the
material sense of communication
that a card and gift convey.”

People often rely on a variety of
ways to stay connected. Instant
communication, including e-cards,
e-mail, instant messages and text
messages often makes it easier for
people to maintain more relation-
ships. In fact, e-cards provide a
great way to extend a warm greet-
ing to a loved one in a quick and
easy way. When it comes to a spe-
cial touch, however, items such as
greeting cards are tangible and
live on, long after high-tech com-
munications fade away. This per-
sonal approach creates and pre-
serves memories in a unique way
that tells a story of a special event
or occasion. 

“In a world where people are
exposed to millions of messages a
day, a greeting card dramatically
stands out as an unexpected per-
sonal touch that breaks through

the clutter in a very distinct way,”
said Valerie Cooper, executive vice
president of the Greeting Card
Association. “Sending a loved one
a letter or a card allows the
receiver to enjoy and share the
very special personal message.”

Documenting holidays and spe-
cial occasions with a note or a
card continues to be a popular
way to preserve and remember
favorite moments for both young
and old. Much like old photo
albums and diaries, collecting
memories through greeting cards
preserves significant events and
moments from people’s lives.  

The survey, conducted by
national research firm Penn
Schoen & Berland Associates, also
found 70 percent of women and 70
percent of singles give greeting
cards an even higher approval rat-
ing than other communication
options. Sending a greeting card is
a simple, yet powerful way to con-
nect or reconnect with someone
you care about in today’s high-
tech world.

For more information and tips
on staying connected with greeting
cards visit www.greetingcard.org.

Greeting Cards Top Way To Connect With A Special Message

A majority of Americans agree
that handwritten greeting cards
are the best way to deliver a spe-
cial message.

Hundreds of College Students
Share Their Secrets

(NAPSA)—Maybe one of the
best ways to survive your fresh-
man year is to talk to hundreds of
college sophomores, juniors, and
seniors who did survive (and even
a few who didn’t). That’s what is
offered up in the new book, “How
to Survive Your Freshman Year”
(Hundreds of Heads Books,
$12.95).

What’s so special about your
freshman year? It’s one of the
biggest transitions in a person’s
life. The anticipation can bring on
stomachaches, teeth-grinding, and
parental feuds. Happily, this book
understands and asks former
freshmen all kinds of interesting
and fun questions about dating,
roommates, money, free time, and
yes, even laundry. Ultimately, it
helps new college students—all
1.7 million—get a jump-start on
one of life’s most exhilarating
experiences. 

The book’s strength is its
authenticity. The suggestions and
comments are candid, heartfelt,
and easy to read—real advice
from real people offering 800 per-
sonal stories and advice tidbits.

Now in bookstores, this must-
read for all college freshmen also
makes a great gift. Visit www.hun
dredsofheads.com.

Some sample advice: “Tackling
your workload in college is like
shoveling snow. Do a little bit
every day and you’ll get by.”

(NAPSA)—Have you heard the
latest hot tip for shaving up to four
strokes off your golf game? Well, if
not, get a grip. Golf pros say chang-
ing your grip at least once a year
may improve your game.

To gauge whether golfers need
a new grip, Golf Pride—maker of
the number one golf grip for Tour
professionals—is launching the
Golf Pride G.R.I.P. GUIDE© a
clever reference that will tell
golfers if they need a new grip. 

“There are so many golfers who
come in and think it’s their clubs
that need to be changed,” says
Eric Alpenfels, a Class A PGA pro-
fessional, one of Golf Magazine’s
“Top 100 Teachers in America”
and director of golf instruction at
Pinehurst Resort, “when in reality
it’s as simple and as inexpensive
as regripping their clubs. That’s
why the Golf Pride G.R.I.P.
GUIDE is so handy.”

Here’s how it works:
• Grip your club as you would
address the ball 
• Rotate your hands on the grip

If your grip is slippery and
your hands slide, you may be in
need of a new grip. 
• Inspect your grip 

Hardening, splitting, cracking
or wearing in the thumb area
indicates your grips need to be
replaced. 
• Pick the grip that fits your
game 

See your golf retailer or pro-shop
to discuss your regrip needs or visit
www.golfpride.com to choose a style
that fits your game.

“The guide can help golfers of
all abilities realize when their
grips need changing and to under-
stand the importance of regrip-
ping based on their frequency of
play,” said Jim Ulrich, marketing
manager for Golf Pride grips. “All
golfers should change their grips
at least once a year. It’s one of the
most strategic moves you can
make off the green because it can
shave up to four strokes from your
game.”

Golfers can hit the links in
style this season when they re-
grip with any of eight new grips
that come in a variety of shapes,
designs and colors. Two of its most
popular and stylish grips include
its new C-Thru grip that can be
customized with an image, logo or
photo and its Personalized grip
that lets golfers label their clubs
with formal names, nicknames or
initials. 

For more information visit
www.golfpride.com.

Get A Grip On Your Game:
Golf’s Best Kept Secret Revealed

(NAPSA)—Even when you take
steps to be a better, safer driver,
there may be times when your car
will tell you that it needs extra
attention. If your “check engine”
light stays on when you drive,
AutoZone can help you pinpoint
the problem. As a free service, they
will check your engine’s trouble
codes or loan you the tools to check
them yourself. For tips on caring
for your car inside and out, visit
www.autozone.com.

The National Institute for Auto-
motive Service Excellence (ASE)
offers these gas-saving tips: moni-
tor your tires, avoid excessive
engine idling, observe speed limits,
drive gently, remove excess weight,
use windows and air conditioning
wisely, keep your entine operating
at its peak efficiency, and replace
filters and fluids as recommended.
ASE is a non-profit, independent
organization dedicated to improv-
ing the quality of automotive ser-
vice and repair through the volun-
tary testing and certification of
automotive technicians. ASE-certi-
fied technicians wear blue and
white ASE shoulder insignia and
carry credentials listing their 
certification. Visit www.ase.com for

more information.
Thorough cleaning should in-

clude not only vacuuming and
dusting, but cleaning the indoor
air. Cleaning itself tends to “kick
up” clouds of pollutants and aller-
gens which are present in the
home. According to the Association
of Home Appliance Manufacturers
(AHAM), a portable air cleaner
may significantly reduce the level
of pollutants in a home. When buy-
ing an air cleaner, look for the
CADR seal on the package. This
means that the air cleaner has
been tested by an independent test-
ing agency. A Consumer’s Guide to
Selecting an Air Cleaner can be
found online at www.cadr.org or by
calling 800-267-3178.

***
Fervor is the weapon of choice
for the impotent.

—Frantz Fanon
***

***
Never make a defence or apol-
ogy before you be accused.

—King Charles I
***

***
Love is friendship set on fire.

—Jeremy Taylor
***

***
If you think education is expen-
sive, try ignorance.

—Derek Bok
***
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