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(NAPSA)—Creating a financial
plan without protecting yourself
against the unexpected has been
compared to building a beautiful
mansion on sticks of wood.

No matter how much wealth
you accumulate, it’s a good idea to
consider what your plan is built
upon or it can easily collapse.

A sound financial plan looks a
lot like a pyramid and consists of
three parts—protection against
life’s uncertainties, growing your
investments and managing your
retirement and estate. Here are
some things to consider when you
build the foundation of your finan-
cial plan:

• Emergency Savings. Many
financial professionals say you
should always have enough money
on hand to pay everyday living
expenses for three to six months.
Ideally, emergency savings should
be in vehicles such as savings,
checking and money market
accounts which provide easy,
penalty-free access.

• Insurance. Insurance forms
the underpinning of your financial
plan. Life insurance helps protect
your family and loved ones
against financial difficulties in the
event of your premature death.

Disability insurance replaces
lost income in the event you
become ill or disabled and can’t
work.

Health insurance helps pay for
the ever-increasing costs of med-
ical care. 

Long-term care insurance goes
beyond medical care to include
assistance you could need if a
chronic illness or disability leaves
you unable to care for yourself for
an extended period of time. 

Property/Casualty insurance
provides protection for property like
homes, cars and household posses-
sions, in addition to protection from
liability as a result of their use.

A financial advisor, such as a
member of the National Association
of Insurance and Financial Advi-
sors, can help you create a strong
foundation to ensure your family’s
financial security no matter what
road bumps you hit along the way. 

For more information and to
locate an advisor in your area,
visit www.naifa.org and click on
Consumer Info.

Financial Security Starts With A Foundation

A financial plan is only as
strong as its foundation, which
helps protect against life’s
uncertainties.

✁
Editor’s Note: This release is the first in a series of 3 financial advice articles
dealing with building financial wealth and managing your money.

Credit Union Advantages
(NAPSA)—It can be reassuring

to know that your savings are
backed by the U.S. government.
That’s why many people choose to
save in a federally insured credit
union. 

The National Credit Union
Share Insurance Fund (NCUSIF)
protects savings accounts up to

$100,000 at the nation’s nearly
10,000 federally insured credit
unions. NCUSIF coverage is pro-
vided in all 50 states, Guam,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  

With more than $5 billion in
equity, NCUSIF is backed by the
full faith and credit of the U.S.
government.

Over 82 million Americans now
belong to a credit union. Many
have joined because of the low-
cost services, the above-average
rates on savings and the below-
market rates on credit cards,
loans and mortgages.

To learn more about credit
unions, visit www.nafcu.org.

Smart Money—Members of
federally insured credit unions
have their savings backed by the
U.S. government.

(NAPSA)—Many education
experts feel it’s time to transform
the way we use technology in our
schools. For example, ETS is
working to build a “new basic lit-
eracy” strategy for the 21st cen-
tury. The organization has created
a global partnership among lead-
ing business, education and public
policy leaders to promote univer-
sal Information & Communication
Technologies (ICT) literacy.

Teaching children today about
technology is as fundamental as
teaching reading, writing and
arithmetic. Connected to the
Future, a new study from the Cor-
poration for Public Broadcasting,
shows that more and more stu-
dents are being exposed to the lat-
est electronic innovations. Almost
all of our schools are wired for the
Internet, and access to technology
is widely available. Yet all too
often school computers sit idle.

The study, conducted by Grun-
wald Associates, reveals that our
schools are in danger of falling
behind as a center for electronic
education. This is especially true
for schools serving low-income
and minority populations. And it
is kids in lower income communi-
ties who must rely most heavily
upon schools for access to tech-
nology—to the tools they need to
participate, compete and succeed
in this digital age. Consider the
following:

• 49 percent of Caucasian chil-
dren use the Internet at home,
compared to only 29 percent of
African-American children and 33
percent of Hispanic children; 

• Children from high-income
families are more than twice as
likely to have home Internet
access (66 percent) than children
from low-income households (29
percent); and

• Despite strong growth in
school access from 2000 to 2002
for low-income children (20 to 32
percent), their current school use
still significantly lags behind
high-income children (47 percent). 

Between 2000 and 2002, the
number of high-income families
with high-speed Internet access
almost quadrupled. The study
shows school age children in these
families watch less TV, spend
more time online and get better
grades. So we have an emerging
gap between “connected” and
“well-connected” kids. On one side
we have kids with high-speed
Internet access at home and
plenty of computers in classrooms,
and on the other, kids who must
share a handful of computers in
the school lab. 

Placing computers in class-
rooms is essential, but it is just
the first step. Technology must
become an integral part of teach-
ing and learning in all our schools.
We have no choice but to trans-
form today’s classrooms in order
to build vital technological skills
and knowledge for tomorrow’s
workforce.

The Fourth Basic Literacy:Technology

“We are working to build a ‘new
basic literacy’ strategy,” says
Kurt Landgraf, president and
CEO of ETS.

(NAPSA)—In the coming
months, millions of Americans will
be looking at their homes and
yards, only to find unfinished work
everywhere—from general build-
ing repairs to landscaping plans
left on the backburner to a lawn
in need of serious attention. For
many, the ultimate gearing-up
tool is a new All-Terrain Pickup
(ATP). 

Outdoor home improvement
projects require equipment with
the power to tow and haul any
number of materials quickly. An
all-terrain vehicle built specifi-
cally to handle a variety of tasks,
and do more work, more easily,
excels in that department. 

The Polaris ATP offers a cargo-
friendly design that offers a wide
variety of storage options to fit
any use. It has a storage capacity
of up to 530 lbs., making it great
for hauling decorative rock,
plants, firewood or building mate-
rials. It also features a rear cargo
box that dumps with the pull of a
lever, a storage box up front and
fender storage compartments for
maps, wireless phones, flashlights
and tools. 

Storage space is only its most
obvious quality. Its innovative
VersaTrac drive system makes the
ATP a good vehicle for outback-
style, aggressive riding, but also
allows for travel over lawns and
other soft terrain in turf mode.
With a turning radius 20-percent
tighter than most ATVs, this ATP

also features a longer wheelbase
for easy, stable maneuvering.

Available in two models, the
330 4x4 and the 500 HO (high
output) 4x4, the Polaris ATP has
more than enough power to get
riders and their gear where they
need to go quickly and comfort-
ably. It also includes a pickup-
style receiver hitch for trailers,
making it handy for towing and
hauling equipment and perform-
ing a wide range of tasks around
the yard with ease.

Perhaps best of all, after the
work is completed, this ATP con-
verts into a go-anywhere recre-
ational vehicle. Its storage capacity
makes it useful for carrying tents,
sleeping bags and other camping
equipment. For a simple trail ride,
the ATP helps you get away from it
all and enjoy the outdoors.

The ATP is available at Polaris
dealers nationwide. For more infor-
mation, call 1-800-POLARIS or
visit www.polarisindustries.com.

New All-Terrain Pickup Helps Do More, More Easily

Power, storage and agility
make an all-terrain pickup the
ultimate around-the-yard tool.

(NAPSA)—Stealing someone’s
identity is so simple it’s almost
frightening. All a thief needs to
pull it off—and wreck your cre-
dit—is your Social Security num-
ber, name and address. From
there, it’s as simple as using pub-
lic records to fill in date of birth,
mother’s maiden name and place
of employment. 

Whether thieves steal your
wallet or retrieve information
from the trash, once they have
your personal information, the
number and type of crimes you’re
open to are staggering.

If you become a victim, it can
take months or years to prove
your innocence and correct the
problem. To help reduce your risk,
here are steps you can take.

Ask Questions
When applying for credit

cards, ask how secure documents
are treated. Ask businesses how
they store and dispose of credit
card transaction slips. Check
bank or credit card statements
monthly and look for any unfa-
miliar transactions. Call  the
creditor immediately to question
unknown activity. Finally, order
and review your credit report
regularly.

Protect Your Information
Empty your wallet of extra

credit cards and personal infor-
mation. Don’t carry any identi-
fiers, such as birth certificate,
Social Security card or passport,
unless necessary. Be cautious
when entering your PINs or pass-
words, or when giving out your
address, date of birth, driver ’s
license number, mother’s maiden
name, or phone number. When-
ever possible, get a credit or bank
card with a photo ID directly on
the card.

Paper Trails
Shred all documents containing

personal information before dispos-
ing of them. This includes utility
bills, doctor bills, bank statements
and credit card receipts. Be sure to
keep a shredder where you usually
open and discard mail, such as the
kitchen. Specifically for this pur-
pose, InnoDesk has created the
only portable, handheld, battery-
operated shredder. It’s easily
stored and costs less than $15 at
Office Max and other stores.

Know Whom To Contact
Keep a list of all credit ac-

counts, their expiration dates and
phone numbers in a secure spot at
home. Close any accounts fraudu-
lently accessed.

If you do fall victim, report ID
theft to the major credit bur-
eaus—Trans Union, Experian and
Equifax—and file a police report.
The Federal Trade Commission
also has a special number to
report ID theft: 1-877-ID-THEFT.

Although you can’t completely
ensure against being victimized,
you can reduce your risk. 

For more information, visit
www.innodesk.com.

Reducing The Risk Of Identity Theft

A handheld shredder can be a
sensible investment.

***
If you practice an art, be proud
of it and make it proud of you.
It may break your heart, but it
will make you a person in your
own right.

—Maxwell Anderson
***

***
The mere formulation of a prob-
lem is far more essential than
its solution, which may be
merely a matter of mathemati-
cal or experimental skills.

—Albert Einstein
***

***
Fires can’t be made with dead
embers, nor can enthusiasm be
stirred by spiritless men.
Enthusiasm in our daily work
lightens effort and turns even
labor into pleasant tasks.

—Stanley Baldwin
***

***
A memory without a blot of con-
tamination must be an exquis-
ite treasure, an inexhaustible
source of pure refreshment.

—Charlotte Bronte
***




