HINTS FOR HOMEBUYERS

Custom Designing A Home From The FIoor Up

(NAPSA)—An industry-wide com-
mitment to customer choice is mak-
ing factory-built homes a preferred
option for many homebuyers.

Design innovations in the man-
ufactured housing industry have
created homes that fit in with
regional architecture, boast dis-
tinctive interior and exterior fea-
tures and offer a high-quality
alternative to site-built homes.
With the additional option of floor
plan customization, manufactured
housing companies are offering
buyers a major benefit of tradi-
tional new home construction
along with the many advantages
of building in a factory.

Studies show that homebuyers
want a lot of choice, to be able to
customize and to be guaranteed
value when they buy.

As a result, some companies
offer chances to select from differ-
ent floor plans in a single model
group; most offer homebuyers
opportunities to handpick options
and upgrades, creating the home
that is just right for their tastes.
Champion Enterprises is going a
step further, offering homebuyers
a chance to design their own floor
plans.

“Champion’s Customer Design
Series is unique, in that homebuy-
ers actively participate in the lay-
out and design of their homes,”
said Grover Tarlton, vice presi-
dent of marketing for Champion.
“By offering customers this oppor-
tunity, Champion is providing
them with the design flexibility of
a site-built home while continuing
to offer cost- and time-savings.”

Champion retailers walk home-
buyers through the process using

Debbie Burton designs a
home by arranging the pieces on
a “Customer Design Series”
magnet board at the 2003
Manufactured Housing Show in
Louisville, KY.

magnetic boards and computer
programs. The homebuyer can lit-
erally “pick up” a room configured
on the front of the home, move it
to the rear and make a host of
other changes, including increas-
ing a room’s size. The program
gives them a chance to create a
home design that meets their indi-
vidual needs.

After a floor plan is finalized,
the new customized home is built
indoors, in a quality- and climate-
controlled environment according
to stringent federal building codes.
It can usually be ready for move
in—including installation on a per-
manent foundation—within 90
days or less.

Financing options range from
traditional 15- or 30-year mort-
gages to personal property loans.

With the added benefit of
homeowner-designed floor plans,
factory-built homes are offering
buyers a new way to live the
American Dream.





