HINTS FOR HOMEOWNERS

Don’t Provide A Warm Welcome
To Pests Th|s Wlnter

(NAPSA)—As the weather cools,
you and your family may not be the
only ones seeking warmth and
shelter under your roof. When fall
and winter arrive, pests—much
like people—look for a cozy place
indoors to settle down until spring.

According to the experts at
Orkin, Inc., fall is the time home-
owners should think about pest-
proofing their homes to prevent
these unwanted guests from mov-
ing in during the cold winter
months.

For example, many species of
rodents venture indoors during
cold weather and may continue to
dwell in your home even after
temperatures warm up. “Most
homeowners don’t realize that
pests are a problem until it’s too
late,” says Orkin, Inc. entomolo-
gist Ron Harrison, Ph.D. “Many
pests, such as rodents, pose health
threats to your family, as they can
spread disease and contaminate
food. The best way to keep pests
from surprising you in the winter
is to prevent their entry in the
fall.”

Several insect species are inter-
ested in staying in your comfort-
able home during the chilly
months. Smoky brown cock-
roaches can sense a temperature
decrease of only five degrees and
will want to head indoors. Many
other insects, such as wasps, lady-
bug beetles, box elder bugs and
cluster flies, can be found around
plants and shrubs in your front
yard during the summer. As the
weather turns cooler, they’ll look
for warmer spots to spend the
winter, so be careful not to make
entry too easy.

Fall is the time homeowners
should think about pest-proofing
their homes.

To keep pests from nesting in
your home over the winter, try the
following tips this fall:

* Tightly seal all entry points,
such as cracks in siding, faulty
screens on doors and windows,
and gaps around pipes. Mice can
squeeze through holes the size of
a dime, and rats can enter holes
the size of a quarter.

e Keep vegetation at least two
feet away from the house, as it
can serve as a highway for pests
to enter your home.

* Inspect firewood. Some ant
and roach species are carried
indoors on infested firewood, so
store it on a raised platform away
from the house. Only bring fire-
wood inside your home that you
plan to use immediately.

* Keep mulch several feet from
your home because insects are
attracted to the moisture it holds.

However, if pests show up this
winter, it’s best to trust an experi-
enced professional to determine
the best way to control the infes-
tation. For more information, visit
www.orkin.com or call (800) 800-
ORKIN.





