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(NAPSA)—For people affected
by the events of September 11th,
the loss is incalculable—and not
just on an emotional level, but
also with the loss of property, jobs
and homes. Fortunately, the
recovery effort is evolving to meet
the continuing needs of employ-
ment, mental health, legal ser-
vices, health care and the rebuild-
ing of small businesses.

A primary example of this is the
September 11th Fund, created by
the New York Community Trust
and United Way of New York City.
To date, the Fund has provided
cash assistance, counseling, legal
services and job referrals to more
than 100,000 people—making
grants at an average of more than
$1 million a day.

Now, the Fund is implementing
its Ongoing Recovery Program.
While existing services remain in
place, more people will be helped
and a wider range of needs will be
met with the new program. Eligi-
bility has been expanded, benefits
added, more flexibility and choice
provided. In addition, help will be
easier to get.

“Even with the generosity of
millions of donors, the needs of
those directly affected by Septem-
ber 11th are so great that alone we
could not cover them all,” said
Board Chairman Franklin Thomas.
“But working hand-in-hand with
government, other charities and
agencies to coordinate assistance
will ensure that together we meet
as many needs as possible and fill
gaps as they arise.”

The Ongoing Recovery Program
includes such initiatives as:

• Mental Health Counseling—
The Fund will introduce a flexible
mental health-care benefit that
provides up to $3,000 per individ-
ual. This benefit can supplement
medical insurance for those who
have it and will be the primary
source of payment for those who

don’t. The Fund will train teach-
ers, clergy and others to recognize
when treatment is necessary.

• Employment Assistance—
The Fund will enable comprehen-
sive employment services to sur-
viving family members, the
severely injured and dislocated
workers who lost jobs or experi-
enced a severe loss of income.

• Health—The Fund will sup-
port health insurance for an esti-
mated 14,000 victims of the attack
who cannot afford private health
insurance and are not eligible for
public programs.

• Legal Advice—The Fund is
the only charity to continue sup-
porting free legal services for
those directly affected by the
attacks. 

• Service Coordinators—The

Fund will provide one-on-one
assistance to more than 10,000
people who need help finding and
applying for services.

• Children and Schools—The
Fund will help an estimated
25,000 children in schools who
were evacuated or directly wit-
nessed the attacks with art ther-
apy, enrichment and after-school
programs. 

• Community Rebuilding—The
Fund has made possible loans,
grants and other help to more
than 4,000 small businesses and
nonprofit organizations in lower
Manhattan.

To learn more about the Sep-
tember 11th Fund, and for infor-
mation about how assistance is
provided and who is eligible, visit
www.september11fund.org.

Ongoing September 11th Recovery Focuses
On Mental Health, Rebuilding and Other Needs

The Maddison family, who lost their father and husband in the
disaster, attend Healing Hands, an art therapy program for kids.

(NAPSA)—The U.S. has the
most advanced and safest health-
care system in the world. But how
does the government ensure the
millions of supplements, over-the
counter medicines and prescrip-
tion products Americans use are
effective? It uses the United
States Pharmacopeia (USP). 

The USP sets standards for
prescription and over-the-counter
drugs, dietary supplements,
healthcare technologies and ingre-
dients. Whether it’s an aspirin, a
vitamin or a prescription drug,
USP standards ensure product
identity, strength, quality and
purity. That helps consumers
know that the products they use
will perform as expected. 

How do you know if a drug or
over-the-counter medication you
take meets USP standards? 

Within the United States, USP
standards are officially recognized
in the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act. This act is law and is
enforceable by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA). U.S.
pharmaceutical manufacturers
must comply with USP standards.

Some pharmaceutical and
dietary supplement manufactur-
ers place the USP initials on their
product containers to inform cus-
tomers their products meet USP
standards.

What are the other USP public
health programs? 

USP has a Dietary Supplement
Verification Program (DSVP). It
was developed in response to the
public’s increasing concerns about
the quality of dietary supplements
in the marketplace. 

Through compliance testing
and document review, adherence
to good manufacturing princi-
ples, and post-marketing sur-
veillance, DSVP is designed to
help ensure that dietary supple-
ment products contain the de-
clared ingredients in the stated
quantities. 

Products that have been certi-
fied under DSVP are entitled to
bear the special USP DSVP mark.
Further information about DSVP
is available at www.usp-dsvp.org.

USP also operates two medica-
tion error reporting, tracking, and
analysis programs: the Medication
Errors Reporting (MER) Program
(operated in collaboration with the
Institute for Safe Medication
Practices) and MedMARxSM. Med-
MARx is an Internet-accessible
database for hospitals to report
and track medication errors
anonymously. Further information
about MedMARx is available at
www.medmarx.com.

For more information about
USP, visit www.usp.org.

Taking The Best Medicine

The United States Pharma-
copeia works to maintain the
quality of over-the-counter and
prescription drugs.

(NAPSA)—Bicycling is a lead-
ing cause of visits to hospital
emergency departments for kids,
ages 5 to 14, according to the
Emergency Nurses Association. To
help your kids cycle safely, start
at the top, ENA advises, by insist-
ing they always wear a helmet.
Helmets won’t prevent bike
crashes, but they can prevent
brain injury and may even save a
child’s life. For more information,
visit the Emergency Nurses Asso-
ciation at www.ena.org.

There are also products avail-
able at local home improvement
centers that give homeowners a
valuable and inexpensive way to
reduce the risk of termite infesta-
tion such as do-it-yourself bait
stakes. Each of the bait stakes in
a do-it-yourself termite baiting
system, such as Spectracide Ter-
minate™, has small holes that
allow termites to enter the stake
and feed on the treated material
inside. The slow acting ingredient
is ingested by the foraging ter-
mites and is taken back to the
colony where other termites feed.
Termite killing stakes are not rec-
ommended for sole protection
against termites, and for active
infestations, homeowners should
get professional inspections. For a
free home inspection checklist,
visit www.termitebites.com.

Approximately 15 million U.S.

households, or 42 million Amer-
icans, obtain their drinking water
from private sources—which
means that their water does not
undergo regular testing to be sure
it is free from contaminants, such
as lead, arsenic, bacteria, etc.
While authorities are required to
test and maintain public drinking
water systems according to spe-
cific Enviromental Protection
Agency (EPA) guidelines, the
maintance of wells is left entirely
with the homeowner. A service
introduced by the non-profit
South Central Connecticut
Regional Water Authority (RWA),
called AquaMD gives concerned
consumers an easy and conve-
nient way to have their drinking
water checked by the  experts in
RWA’s EPA registered lab. The
results are delievered back within
ten business days. For more infor-
mation, call 1-866-AQUAMD-4 or
log onto www.AquaMD.com.

American Safety and Health
Institute at www.ashinstitute.
com.
American Heart Association at
americanheart.org.
Step Into My Skin at www.
StepIntoMySkin.org.
The Gaylord Opryland Resort
and Convention Center at www.
gaylordopryland.com.
The Arthritis Foundation at
www.arthritis.org.
The American Podiatric Medical
Association at www.apma.org.
T-Fal at www.t-fal.com. 
Chicken of the Sea at  www.
chickenofthesea.com.
The National Marine Sanctu-
ary Program at www.sanctuar
ies.nos.noaa.gov.
MSN Money at http://money.
msn.com.

Check Out
These Web Sites:

The jack rabbit may be named
for the jackass, because its ears
resemble that of a donkey.

(NAPSA)—Treating your fam-
ily to a happy Halloween can be
less tricky if you make safety your
ghoul, er, goal. Here are a few
hints to help from the experts at
the store that’s been called “the
world’s Halloween headquarters,”
Spencer Gifts:

• An adult should supervise
trick-or-treaters under 13 and
know where older children are
going and with whom. 

• Youngsters should tell a par-
ent when they’ll be home and be
able to reach you in case of trouble
or delay.

• Children should trick-or-treat
in familiar areas only.

• Be sure children save all
treats and not eat anything you
haven’t looked over.

• Don’t let children’s masks
block their vision.

• Don’t let children carry sharp
costume knives, swords or tridents.

• Make sure children’s cos-
tumes are made of fire-retardant
material.

• Don’t let costumes drag,
which may cause tripping.

• If your youngsters will be out
after dark, affix reflective strips to
their costumes.

Terrific costumes for children
and adults are available at Spencer
Gifts. Among these are adorable
animal costumes for infants and
toddlers, designed by noted baby
photographer Tom Arma. 

There are popular kids’ cos-
tumes featuring the latest action
heroes and TV and movie favorites,
as well as witches, wizards and lit-

tle devils. 
Grown-ups’ costumes come in

creepy or comic styles, including
sexy witches, the Gothic Runaway
Princess, the Jailbird, and a
melange of horror movie monsters
such as: Michael Myers (Hal-
loween), Freddy Kreuger (A Night-
mare on Elm Street) and the
Scream costume. There are top
quality masks imported from
Europe and an abundance of deco-
rations to make your home look
hauntingly authentic for a Hal-
loween party or just to appeal to
trick-or-treaters.

You can view it all online at
www.spencergifts.com.

Dress (Up) For Halloween Success

Costumes from silly to scary
can bring shrieks of delight—or
just plain shrieks—to your house
this Halloween.




