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(NAPSA)—For many parents,
the road to a great future for their
kids may be easier to find than
they realize. That’s because eight
of the top 10 best paid majors are
in engineering, according to the
National Association of Colleges
and Employers. Children who
learn the fundamentals of STEM
(science, technology, engineering
and math) subjects in early grades
are better equipped to pursue an
engineering career.

Parents play a vital role in
shaping their children’s educa-
tion and career aspirations. Sci-
ence and engineering fair pro-
jects are often students’
first—and, in many cases, only—
opportunity to gain hands-on
experience with STEM subjects
in ways that directly relate to
their own lives, personal inter-
ests or aspirations. A science fair
project can give your child the
chance to create his or her own
education experience, one that
allows him or her to experiment,
just as scientists and engineers
do in the real world.

What Parents Can Do
To help your child stay excited

about STEM subjects through a
science fair:

1. Find a science fair at
www.societyforscience.org.

2. Choose a science fair
topic that means something
special to your child. Don’t start
with a generic listing of science
fair topics. Instead, start with
your child’s personal interests and
go from there. For example, if
your child likes video games, con-
sider studying graphics proces-
sors. A website like www.science
buddies.org can help your child
find a project geared to his or her
interests.

3. Consider a mentor who
can share his or her life experience
with your child. Mentors can con-
nect a child with real-world appli-
cations of their STEM studies.
Microsoft found that 57 percent of
STEM college students were
inspired by a teacher or class.

4. Remember: There are no

“wrong” results in a science fair
project. Your child’s original
hypothesis may not be correct but
it’s learning about the scientific
method and engineering process
that really matters.

5. Parents don’t need to be
scientific experts to help their
kids with their project. Offering
support and encouragement and
attending the science fair are just
a few ways to help.

What Others Are Doing
One in five STEM college stu-

dents said they decided to pursue
a STEM career in middle school or
earlier.

To give today’s students a
hand, the Broadcom Foundation
sponsors the nation’s leading sci-
ence and engineering competition
for sixth to eighth graders—The
Broadcom MASTERS®. The win-
ner is awarded the $25,000
Samueli Foundation Prize, but the
thousands of young people who
participate in the program
through their regional and state
science fairs are better prepared
to meet the challenges of the
future and lead the way with
innovative scientific break-
throughs, engineering feats and
technological know-how.

Learn More
You can find more facts and

advice at www.broadcomfounda
tion.org/masters or call (949) 926-
9500.

Encouraging Children To Explore Careers In
Science,Technology, Engineering And Math

Science and engineering fairs
can pave the way for rewarding
careers in science, technology,
engineering and math.

(NAPSA)—As gas prices con-
tinue to fluctuate, it’s always a
good time to evaluate your driving
habits and take steps to keep
yourself and your car on the road
to savings at the pump.

To demonstrate the 10 common
mistakes that drivers make to
affect fuel economy, General
Motors conducted a driving test.
Two of their fuel economy engi-
neers, Ann Wenzlick and Beth
Nunning, drove identical Chevro-
let Cruze LTs on a typical work-
day commute. They each drove 20
minutes with city and highway
driving, including a stop for coffee.

Wenzlick averaged 37 miles per
gallon using efficient driving
habits and by maintaining her car
and Nunning averaged 21 miles
per gallon. On average, that was a
$100 price difference at the pump.
Here are some of their tips based
on what they learned:

• Get out of the drive-
through lane. Idling for 15 min-
utes burns through about a quar-
ter of a gallon of gas. Parking your
car and going into the store to get
what you want can actually help
to save money on gas.

• Take it easy. Jumping on
the gas at every light, only to hit
the brakes, isn’t going to get you
home any faster. However, driving
smoothly can improve your mile-
age by 20 percent.

• Drive 70, not 80. It may not
sound like much, but it’s likely a
10-mph difference can save you up
to four miles per gallon when dri-
ving on the highway.

• Use cruise control. It turns
out that maintaining a constant
speed over time is much more effi-
cient than speeding up and slow-
ing down over and over again.

• Roll up the windows. At
slower speeds, turning off the air-
conditioning can save you a little,
but on the highway, it’s better to roll
up the windows. If the windows are
down, the increased air pressure
can slow the car and consume more
energy than air-conditioning will.

• Get rid of that extra stuff
in the trunk of your car. Every
100 pounds of weight you carry in
the car can reduce fuel economy
by 2 percent.

• Don’t ignore the “check
engine” light. Serious engine
problems can cut your fuel econ-
omy by up to 40 percent.

• Try to bundle your er-
rands. Plan ahead. An engine at
operating temperature can be up
to 50 percent more efficient than a
cold engine. So, when possible, it’s
much better to run five errands in
an afternoon than running one
errand every day of the week.

• Make your tires last. Prop-
erly inflated tires will improve your
fuel economy and they will last
longer. Also, rotate tires at manu-
facturer-recommended intervals.

• Use the grade of motor
oil recommended for your
vehicle; the same goes for the
octane level of gasoline. Motor
oil that says “Energy Conserv-
ing” on the performance symbol
of the American Petroleum Insti-
tute contains friction-reducing
additives that can improve fuel
economy.

For most cars, the recom-
mended gasoline is regular oc-

tane. In most cases, using a
higher-than-recommended-octane
gas offers no benefit—and costs
more.

• Ditch the roof ornaments.
At highway speeds, up to a third
of your fuel is used to overcome
wind resistance, so even small
changes to your vehicle’s aerody-
namics can have a big impact in
fuel economy.

• It pays to be prudent.
According to Roger Clark, man-
ager of the GM Energy Center,
“With a well-maintained car, the
best drivers get up to 25 percent
more miles per gallon than aver-
age. When you combine a poorly
maintained car with inefficient
driving habits, the fuel economy of
the worst drivers can be 50 per-
cent below average.”

Clark added, “The fuel econ-
omy of every vehicle is greatly
affected by how you drive and
how you care for your vehicle.
Often, relatively small changes to
your driving habits and vehicle
maintenance can make the differ-
ence between being on the bottom
or the top of the fuel-economy
scale.”

To learn more and for more
tips, visit www.chevrolet.com.

Driving Smart Can Mean Significant Savings At The Gas Pump

(NAPSA)—TaxACT Free Fed-
eral Edition provides step-by-step
guidance through deductible
health care expenses and other
complex tax situations. You can do
your federal tax return free and
get unlimited free e-mail help at
www.taxact.com.

* * *
Cloud computing—which lets

workers safely and quickly access
work applications as long as
they’re online—means you don’t
need to be in a cubicle to do your
job. A company that designs cloud
and virtualization technology, Cit-
rix, makes it easier to be mobile.

* * *
A new way to view your collec-

tion of films and TV shows any-
time, anywhere on a variety of
devices is called UltraViolet. It
costs nothing to sign up and there
is no subscription fee. For more

information, visit www.uvvu.com.
* * **

Mitsubishi Electric cooling and
heating systems require no duct-
work, so installation is fast and
doesn’t require any messy renova-
tion. Find the system best suited
for your home and calculate
potential energy savings at
www.mitsubishicomfort.com.

***
Use soft words and hard arguments.

—English proverb
***

***
Art is born of the observation and investigation of nature.

—Cicero
***

***
Art is the desire of a man to express himself, to record the reac-
tions of his personality to the world he lives in.

—Amy Lowell
***

***
Painting is an attempt to come to terms with life. There are as
many solutions as there are human beings.

—George Tooker
***

***
Every artist dips his brush in his own soul and paints his own
nature into his pictures.

—Henry Ward Beecher
***

***
To live a creative life, we must lose our fear of being wrong.

—Joseph Chilton Pearce
***

***
The universe is change; our life is what our thoughts make it.

—Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
***

***
Change your thoughts and you change your world.

—Norman Vincent Peale
***

It’s estimated that over 3,000,000
miles of dental floss are purchased
in North America each year.

The gambler and gun fighter Doc
Holliday received the degree of
Doctor of Dental Surgery from
the Pennsylvania College of Den-
tal Surgery in 1872.




