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(NAPSA)—With more and
more people entertaining at home,
“event designer to the stars” Pre-
ston Bailey offers his personal tips
for ensuring a memorable event.

“When hosting a party at
home, don’t feel that you need to
throw an over-the-top, compli-
cated affair to impress your
guests,” says Bailey, who has
styled hundreds of events for such
celebrities as Joan Rivers, Matt
Lauer and Oprah Winfrey. “Relax
and have fun. Parties are meant
to relieve stress, not cause it!”

Bailey recommends focusing on
seven key areas when throwing a
party at your home: 

1. The Guest List. Keep the
list small and ask guests to invite
a few of their closest friends. The
result is a party in which every-
one knows someone and feels com-
fortable, but also has the opportu-
nity to meet new people. 

2. Tone. Set the tone of a
party by looking to an object, color
scheme or occasion for inspiration.
A simple pinecone might be the
inspiration for a holiday party.
The key is subtlety. Sprinkle a few
pinecones here and there, and
incorporate evergreen into other
aspects of the party, such as the
table setting or favors.

3. The Invitation. A personal,
unusual invitation signals to
guests that the party will be truly
special. One idea is to send an
exquisitely wrapped box of choco-
lates with a note that simply says,
“Please be my guest.”

4. Table Setting. Break the
rules a bit and combine flea mar-
ket finds with more formal items.
You can stack pretty, mismatched
dishes and allow guests to choose
their own. Surprise guests with
creative placecard holders by
making a slit in the top of a

chocolate truffle and inserting a
placecard.

5. Food. Consider your guests
and determine whether or not
they like to cook. If they do, invite
them into the kitchen to spend
quality time together. For groups
that would rather not cook, con-
tact a few local restaurants and
order a complementary course
from each one.

6. Dessert. After a heavy meal,
no one has room for a big plate of
dessert—they prefer a delicate fin-
ishing touch. Give guests a taste of
a new product that has just be-
come available, such as Godiva’s
new Caramel Nouveau chocolates
that are a true indulgence in terms
of both taste and visual appeal.

7. Party Favors. Order or cook
extra food and send your guests off
with leftovers in colorful Chinese-
style take-out containers. Person-
alize each container with beautiful,
hand-written calligraphy.

For a complimentary home
entertaining booklet, or to sample
or purchase the new Caramel
Nouveau collection, visit a Godiva
boutique or www.GODIVA.com.

Creative Tips For An Entertaining Event

A complimentary booklet by
entertaining expert Preston Bailey
offers tips on throwing a party
that guests won’t soon forget.

(NAPSA)—Ask a child his
favorite color and he’ll say blue.
A second later he’ll say no, it’s
red. Yellow. Purple.  Orange.
Green. In fact, kids love color, all
colors.  That alone should be
inspiration when thinking about
decorating your children’s bed-
rooms or playrooms. 

That they love color—the more
the better—also makes do-it-your-
self decorating projects with your
kids easy and fun. The key is to
relax, keep things simple and inex-
pensive, and don’t sweat the small
stuff (like big messes). Use your
creativity with your kids and watch
theirs spring to life.

1. Let kids add color to
unexpected places and have it
be OK. If color is what a room
lacks, kids can use GelGems™ on
any non-porous surface such as
windows, refrigerators, computer
monitors and bathroom tile. Flexi-
ble, stickable and reusable, the
colorful gels come in virtually any
shape and color—hearts, letters,
paisley, dots, fish, flowers or sea-
sonal shapes—and can match any
room theme or help create a new
one around special holidays. 

2. Playtime with pillows.
Purchase fabric crayons or paint
at the craft store, along with cot-
ton material. Cut two matching
squares out of material, tape one
piece securely to a work area,
such as a thick piece of cardboard,
and have children design the front
of a pillow. After they’re done, sew
the pieces together leaving a hole
on one side big enough to put a
hand through, stuff with filling
and stitch the hole shut. 

3. Modern art has never
been so inexpensive. Children’s
artwork can be priceless—after

all, a family or self-portrait drawn
by their own hands is often more
precious than a professional one.
With the money you save on art-
work, invest in a nice frame to
give your children’s masterpieces
a finished look that blends with
your room’s decor. 

4. Press some style and fun
onto stale-looking walls. Have
children dip their hands into an
accent paint color. Help them
press their hands onto the walls to
create a room boarder around the
middle of the wall. Vary the posi-
tion of the handprints, switching
45-degree angles to the right and
left to create a pattern. 

5. Boot out the old, in with
the new. Here is a use for the
cute little rain boots they no
longer wear, but you cannot bear
to give away—planters. Pound a
few holes in the bottom of the boot
with a nail then pour a thin layer
of gravel in the bottom of the boot
for proper drainage. Fill with pot-
ting soil and Gerbera daisy or
other small flower. 

For more colorful decorating
ideas, or to learn more about Gel-
Gems and where you can find
them, visit www.gelgems.com. 

When It Comes To Kids, Let There Be Color
Easy, Inexpensive Decorating Projects To Light Up Their Lives

(NAPSA)—Wondering what the
next hot investment will be? Per-
haps you should ask yourself this:
Is this the right question?

Investors who constantly look
for hot investments often get
burned, and here’s why: Past per-
formance truly “does not guaran-
tee future results.” That dis-
claimer, which you probably have
seen many times, is for real.
Unlike reports that measure the
reliability of cars, for instance,
investment performance is very
difficult to predict.

It’s natural to want to invest in
a fund or an investment style that
has been successful, but invest-
ment returns tend to go in cycles.
One style or market segment out-
performs another for a period of
time and then lags. Value and
growth investing styles come in
and out of vogue. A sector such as
technology burns red hot, then
not. It’s just too hard to predict
performance and the potential
rewards aren’t worth the risks.

Underperforming after being
the “next hot thing” is common.
According to the Financial Re-
search Corporation, although the
average stock fund’s three-year
return during the 1990s was 10.92
percent, individual investors actu-
ally earned an average return of
8.7 percent—more than two points
lower—during the same period.

Why? Performance chasers
came aboard too late and incurred
too many costs from excessive
trading or switching into and out
of funds, which ate into returns.

Because risk and reward tend to
go hand in hand, with riskier
investments often having greater
potential, many investors figure
they can handle the risk. But by
going too far out on a limb to
chase the latest hot investment,
you may take on unnecessary risk
for which you just aren’t ade-
quately compensated.

When it comes to hot invest-
ments, it’s wise to heed the warn-
ing: Don’t play with fire or you
might get burned. Especially when
investing for your future retire-
ment, the experts at Diversified
Investment Advisors caution, it is
best to diversify your assets across
the different classes and maintain
a strategy that keeps your long-
term objectives in perspective.

For more information on in-
vesting and saving for retirement,
visit www.divinvest.com.

Past Performance Does Not Guarantee Future Results

When it comes to investing, it’s
important to examine current
trends, rather than past ones.

(NAPSA)—An expectant mother
longs for the day that she will be
able to cuddle her newborn baby
and caress her soft, smooth, virtu-
ally flawless skin. Then reality sets
in and new moms realize that babies
don’t necessarily have the type of
skin that dreams are made of.

In reality, many babies experi-
ence a variety of common skin
conditions through the first few
years of life. Though baby skin
care is not typically top-of-mind
for new parents, it is an impor-
tant part of a parent’s daily rou-
tine. Here’s some advice on pro-
tecting baby’s skin:

• Infant acne—A few weeks
after birth, some babies may expe-
rience a skin condition known as
“infant acne.” Infant acne, which
appears as tiny red bumps on the
face, may worry some parents.
However, it is usually a harmless
condition, notes Dr. Helen Shin, a
pediatric dermatologist based in
New York City. According to Dr.
Shin, “Infant acne is not the same
condition experienced by teens and
adults. If you keep the baby’s skin
clean and dry, this harmless condi-
tion should go away on its own.”

• Diaper rash—One of the
most common conditions affecting
both babies and toddlers, a dia-
per rash can leave baby’s skin
tender and irritated.

“It can easily be treated though
and shouldn’t make new parents
nervous,” says Dr. Shin. To pre-
vent a diaper rash, change baby’s
diaper often and apply a thick dia-
per cream, such as Balmex Diaper
Rash Ointment with aloe, Vitamin

E and zinc oxide to soothe skin and
help heal the rash. If it doesn’t im-
prove with these measures, con-
sult a doctor.

• Bathing—During the first
few weeks of life, an infant’s skin
can be easily irritated. Newborns
should be given a sponge bath
with a soft washcloth. As babies
get older, they should be bathed
in a tub with a gentle baby wash,
such as JOHNSON’s SOFTWASH
Baby Wash, which combines mild
cleansers and hydrating baby
lotion to gently clean while leav-
ing skin soft and smooth.

• Sun Care—When ample
clothing and shade are not avail-
able, sunscreen should be applied
to exposed areas, such as the
face, back of the hands and the
tips of ears. Sunscreen will help
protect these areas from the sun’s
harmful rays. 

For more information, visit
www.johnsonsbaby.com.

How To Baby Tender Young Skin

Understanding how to take care of
baby’s skin is important knowledge
every new parent needs to know.

(NAPSA)—Part of your chores
should be checking your home’s
doors and windows for areas
where cool air can leak in, and
warm air can escape. To make
them draft free, make sure to
maintain and upgrade weather

stripping. All sorts of do-it-your-
self materials are available: rope
caulk, self-stick foam, and rubber
weatherseals (www.duckprod-
ucts.com). The goal is to ensure
that your windows and doors are
snug but still operative.

The non-profit Institute of
Inspection, Cleaning and Res-
toration Certification (IICRC)
recommends that homeowners
with a mold problem contact a
certified professional to ensure
that mold is removed correctly
and occupants are protected
throughout the job. For informa-
tion on preventing mold in your
home or business or to locate an
IICRC Certified Firm near you,
visit www.iicrc.org or call (800)
835-4624.

Some might be surprised to
learn wood plank is not consid-
ered a “green” product by many
standards, and fiber-cement-sid-
ing products that look like wood
are. One of those standards is
established by Built Green Col-
orado, the country’s largest pro-
gram for encouraging green con-
struction and publisher of a
checklist that rates homes for
their environmental attributes.
This is one of the reasons why
leading green builder Engle
Homes uses Hardiplank siding on
most of the homes it builds, says
Bob Eikenberg, vice president of
operations. Engle is one of about
120 builders on board with Built
Green Colorado. Since 2001, the
Florida-based Engle has commit-
ted 100 percent of its Colorado
operations to building environ-
mentally friendly, energy efficient
homes. For more information, call
(866) 4-HARDIE or visit www.
jameshardie.com.

***
Life is the game that must be
played.
—Edward Arlington Robinson

***

***
Art upsets, science reassures.

—Georges Braque

***
No furniture so charming as
books.

—Sydney Smith
***

***
I am part of all I have met.

—Alfred Lord Tennyson 
***




