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(NAPSA)—Wearing watches
just to tell time is a thing of the
p a s t .  T h e y  a r e  o n e  o f  t h i s
season’s hottest,  must-have
accessories. “Women and men are
flocking to buy watches that are
as fashionable as they are func-
tional,” says Amanda Berg, a
spokeswoman for the Jewelry
Information Center. Watches
with unique face shapes, Art
Deco inspired dials, yellow gold
watches, diamonds, and chrono-
graphs for women are amongst
this season’s hottest trends.
There is a watch for every outfit,
personality, and occasion: 

From the big screen to the red
carpet, fashion stylists are dress-
ing celebrities in Art Deco
inspired jewelry and watches.
Ritmo Mundo has several lines of
watches with these “Deco” in-
spired dials that are intricately
manufactured with Italian design.
Other modern style inspired
watches include the Seiko Pre-
mier, Ebel Beluga Tonneau,
Ladies’ Bulova Strap, and Patek
Philippe’s 10-day tourbillion. 

Yellow gold watches are a sym-
bol of elite fashion. They have the
ability to make a person look
established, polished and chic.
Tag Heur has revamped its classic
Monza watch by giving it a rose
gold face and black leather band.
For the classic and ever timely
look of 18K, look for Omega’s Sea-
master Aqua Terra, Christian
Dior’s La D de Dior solid 18K ver-
sion, and Bulgari’s Rettangolo. 

A watch with a fun, funky and
unusual face shape has the ability
of being the ultimate conversation
starter. Roger Dubuis’s “Follow
Me” cross-shaped watch is mod-
eled after the Swiss flag. Corum
has many different styles that
include their padlock, trapeze,
rocket, and bubble watches.

Other unique shaped watches to
look for include Movado’s Semi
Moon and Coach’s legacy mini. 

Diamond watches are all the
rage. There are brilliant full dia-
mond versions by companies like
Kwiat, Piaget, Cartier, Patek
Philippe, and Rolex. Or with more
subtle sparkle, there are watches
with diamonds around the bezel,
on the hour markers, or a single
diamond on the 12-hour marker.
Remember: even the most petite
diamond gives a sparkle that goes
a long way!

Athletic watches get a fashion-
able makeover. The latest sport
timepieces are being made in new
colors, with new features that
improve not only the function but
overall style. Timex’s baby blue
women’s chronograph is a great
i n e x p e n s i v e  v e r s i o n .  O t h e r
options for the savvy sports buff
include Ebel’s classic wave
chronograph with purple strap
and Concord’s Colored La Scala
Diamond Chronograph Collection. 

The most important thing to
remember when buying a new
watch is to shop at an authorized
dealer. For a list of authorized
watch dealers and professional
jewelers, visit www.jewelryinfo.org.

Time to Talk Fashion: Hot New Watch Trends
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Buying A Computer
(NAPSA)—Like cars and stereos,

computers are a very personal sort
of purchase. With so many features
available (sound cards, graphics
cards, DVD drives) and so many
options that can be tailored to a
specific user (memory, monitor size,
etc.), choosing can be difficult—
especially when the computer is
for someone else. Fortunately,
there’s now a book that can help
make those decisions easier.

In Buying a Computer for
Dummies (Wiley, $14.99), best-

selling author
Dan Gookin de-
scribes the five
steps of smart
computer shop-
ping so that you
can buy the per-
fect computer—
for yourself, for
a child going off
to school or as a
gift.

The 2004 edition of this annual
guide includes information on the
Pentium IV, Tablet PCs, flat
screens, DVD-ROM, CD-RW
drives, larger memory, faster pro-
cessors and other advances in
technology. It also offers special
checklists and tear sheets for the
reader to refer to when visiting
retail computer sellers.

Buying a Computer for Dum-
mies provides critical information
that readers need to make the
best PC-buying decisions. It is
available at bookstores, or online
at www.dummies.com.

(NAPSA)—Jack Frost doesn’t
have to nip at your wallet for cre-
ative ways to decorate and enter-
tain this holiday season. Impress
your guests by taking advantage
of what nature has to offer as well
as a wide selection of affordable
holiday decorations found at close-
out retailers. By using your cre-
ativity, you can deck your halls for
next to nothing. 

Consider these cost-saving tips
for elegant and affordable holiday
home decorating:

Set your table with style:
Spruce up your setting with
charger plates, cloth napkins
tucked inside glasses and a sprin-
kling of potpourri across the table. 

Cluster different sized candles
on a plate, winding ribbon through
them. Add beads and glass bulbs
with craft glue. 

Think multi-purpose: Deco-
rate wreaths with picks and fall-
themed decorative fruit early in
the season, gradually replace fall
decorations with holiday ribbon,
mini hanging ornaments and
bulbs. Spray with canned snow. 

Dress to impress: Dress up
your dining room chairs with inex-
pensive slipcovers by creatively
using islet bed sheets, tablecloths,
or an organza shower curtain. Slip
the cover over the chair, use a roll
of ribbon to tie the cover to the
chair back and allow a trail of rib-
bon to flow from there. Add beads
or pearls for a glamorous touch. 

Be the center of attention:
Clear glass bowls filled with an

assortment of mini glass lights,
seasonal fruit and gourds or deco-
rative items like mini lights, pine
cones, dry pods and other craft
items make a beautiful holiday
centerpiece. Spray some items
with gold paint and sprinkle with
glitter. 

Sweeten the offering: Create
a decadent dessert table using two
tall, unlit pillar candles or vases
filled with leaves and pine cones.
Place a plate on top of the candles
or vases to serve pies, brownies and
other desserts. Add tinsel around
the desserts and guests may think
your presentation makes the food
almost too beautiful to eat. 

You can find first-quality, brand-
name products at 20 to 40 percent
below discount retailers at closeout
retailers such as Big Lots. Through-
out the holiday season, and year-
round, the store offer tremendous
savings on a variety of decorations
and home goods. To find one nearby,
visit www.biglots.com. 

‘Tis The Season…For Decorating And Pleasing!

Imagine the possibilities: A wide
variety of merchandise and
close-out prices!

(NAPSA)—Digital cameras and
camcorders may be small and
handy, but they can create a big
dilemma: What do you do with all
those digital photos and videos
you produce?

One answer is to use an Inter-
net service that lets you personal-
ize and share your videos and
photos online. With so many sites
to choose from, here are some sug-
gestions from the experts at
Sony’s Screenblast online creativ-
ity service (www.screenblast.com),
on what to look for so you get the
best results.

• Animation & Music. Forget
the sites that just let you put your
videos and photos into an album
and turn the pages. Look for an
online service that offers entertain-
ing multimedia albums with ani-
mation, music and other interactive
effects. 

• Themed Templates. With
so many of life’s events to record,
you’ll need a site that offers
themed templates. These will let
you create holiday, birthday, wed-
ding and vacation albums and
scrapbooks, as well as albums
themed around your favorite hob-
bies, movies, sports and even soap
operas. 

• Fun Ideas. Are you tired of
shooting the same old boring
videos and photos? Do you want
something unique and entertain-
ing to showcase in your digital
photo albums and scrapbooks?
Find a site that offers you fun
ideas and the professional tools
you’ll need to do just that.

• Experts. Another useful fea-
ture to check for is expert tips.
For instance, if you’re making a

movie and want to add some Hol-
lywood magic, look for a site that
includes tips from a Hollywood
movie studio producer.

• Clips & Special Effects.
Would you love to add some music
and sound effects to your projects?
Some jazzy backgrounds, borders
and illustrations to your photos?
Then add those features to your
checklist as well.

• Extras. Finally, search for a
site that offers lots of “extras.”
One that lets you do other things
with your videos and photos, such
as create custom music players
containing your favorite tunes, e-
cards and personalized games.

One site that offers all of the
above is Sony’s Screenblast. This
site makes it easy and enjoyable for
people of all ages to personalize and
share their videos and photos
online. Members can even store
their finished projects in their own
personal gallery at screenblast.com,
then send an e-mail to family and
friends inviting them to a special
“screening.” 

A New Page In Digital Albums And Scrapbooks

Multimedia albums with special
effects are a good place to record
life’s special events.

(NAPSA)—Young and techno-
savvy people aren’t the only ones
who appreciate electronic gadgets
as gifts. Electronics can make
great holiday gifts for anyone,
regardless of age or familiarity
with technology.

In fact, 56 percent of Ameri-
cans want to receive something
electronic as a gift this holiday
season, a recent survey reveals.

One in four people want a digi-
tal camera, about one in seven
want a DVD player, cell phone,
high-definition TV or laptop com-
puter, one in eight want a stereo
system or home theater and more
than one in 10 a digital video
recorder such as TiVo or Reply or
a desktop computer, the survey
found.

Video game consoles, standard
TVs, MP3-players, VCRs and
PDAs, are also on America’s wish
list.

Where do clever gift givers go
to get all these goodies? More and
more are buying PDAs, cameras
and the like with the help of their
computers.  

That’s because online shopping
is a very convenient way to get
great gifts—especially when it
comes to electronics. In just a
matter of minutes you can find
the perfect gift for everyone on
your list. 

For example, one site, eBay,
lists over a half-million consumer
electronic listings a day. Nearly
half of these are for new merchan-

dise. The site sells a laptop every
50 seconds, a PDA every 30 sec-
onds, an MP3 player every two
minutes and a plasma TV every
12 minutes.

The eBay community includes
nearly 86 million registered users
from around the world. In fact,
people spend more time on eBay
than any other online site, mak-
ing it the most popular shopping
destination on the Internet,
according to the Internet audi-
ence measurement experts at
Nielsen//NetRatings. 

You can learn more about buy-
ing and selling on eBay, as well as
view all the great gift ideas that
site has to offer online at
www.ebay.com.

Electronic Gifts Spark Interest

Buying for the Bushes? You
could hang a plasma TV on every
wall of every one of the 132
rooms in the White House with
the quantity of such televisions
for sale on one online auction
site at any given moment.

***
The first great gift we can
bestow on others is a good
example.

—Thomas Morell
***

***
Who enters my house as a friend
will never be too early, always
too late.

—Flemish proverb
***

***
The human race is governed by
its imagination.

—Napoleon Bonaparte
***

***
Have patience and the mulberry
leaf will become satin.

—Spanish proverb
***




