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(NAPSA)—If there’s anything bet-
ter than a brownie, it’s a toffee-
banana brownie. So while a panel
of judges determined the $1 million
recipe for the Pillsbury Bake-Off®

Contest, people from across Amer-
ica also selected one winner in the
43rd Contest. Consumers logged
onto www.bakeoff.com to vote for
their favorite recipe among the 100
final recipes. 

The $5,000 America’s Favorite
Recipe Award went to Gwen
Beauchamp of Lancaster, TX, for
her Toffee-Banana Brownies.  A con-
firmed chocoholic with a husband
who loves brownies, Beauchamp
decided to reinvent a favorite
brownie recipe for her entry.

Toffee-Banana Brownies
Prep Time: 20 min 

Start to Finish: 3 hr 10 min 

1 box (19.5 oz) Pillsbury
Traditional Fudge
Brownie Mix

1⁄2 cup Crisco Pure Vegetable
Oil

1⁄4 cup water
3 Eggland’s Best eggs

11⁄2 cups toffee bits
1 cup Fisher Macadamia

Nuts, chopped

2 firm ripe medium
bananas, cut into 1⁄4-inch
pieces (2 cups)

1⁄3 cup Smucker’s Caramel
Ice Cream Topping

1. Heat oven to 350°F. Gen-
erously spray 13x9-inch pan
with Crisco Original No-Stick
Cooking Spray. 

2. In medium bowl, stir
brownie mix, oil, water and
eggs 50 strokes with spoon.
Add 1 cup of the toffee bits,
the nuts and bananas; stir just
until well blended. Pour into
pan. Sprinkle remaining 1⁄2 cup
toffee bits over top. 

3. Bake 38 to 48 minutes or
until center is set when lightly
touched, top is slightly dry
and edges just start to pull
away from sides of pan. Cool
completely, about 2 hours. For
brownies, cut into 6 rows by 4
rows. To serve, drizzle each
brownie with caramel top-
ping. Cover and refrigerate
any remaining brownies.

Makes 24 brownies.
High Altitude Directions (3500-

6500 ft.): Increase water to 1⁄3 cup.
Add 1⁄2 cup all-purpose flour to dry
brownie mix.

America’s Favorite Recipe Award 
Goes To Toffee-Banana Brownies

Dress up a brownie mix with bananas, macadamia nuts and caramel,
and enjoy the spectacular results.

Selling Your Great Idea
(NAPSA)—The next innovative

product to hit consumers might be
closer than you think—it could be
in your head. 

Each year, thousands of Ameri-
cans create designs, dream up
gifts and come up with great ideas
that are turned into products and
sold across the country. 

In fact, one popular multimedia
retailer introduces 1,150 products
every week, with 288 of these

items being brand new to its cus-
tomers. The company, QVC, offers
these tips to help you get your
product on the air: 

1. Do Your Homework: Be sure
to have thoroughly researched the
network and the products it offers.
Watch the on-air broadcast and
visit QVC.com. 

2. Know What Works: The
products that work best for QVC
lend themselves well to live
demonstration and have unique
benefits. 

3. New to Retail?: Consider
first breaking into the business
with a smaller retailer or boutique
to get your feet wet. 

4. Reality Check: Should your
product be chosen, are you ready
to produce large quantities in a
specified time period? Can you
have your items manufactured
and packaged according to specifi-
cations? Can your product pass
QVC’s rigorous Quality Assurance
testing?

5. Merchandise Is Key: Be sure
to secure a manufacturer for your
item before approaching QVC. 

For more information, visit
www.QVC.com. 

Products that tend to work best
lend themselves well to live
demonstrations.

(NAPSA)—There’s a new way
for elementary school teachers to
get a chance to improve their
math and science teaching skills.

Students can visit www.send
myteacher.com to urge their
third-, fourth- and fifth-grade
teachers to apply for an all-
expense paid trip to the 2009
Mickelson ExxonMobil Teachers
Academy, a math and science pro-
fessional development program.

Previously, all 600 teachers
attending the academy each year
were selected in consultation with
local school districts in communi-
ties where golfer Phil Mickelson
plays on the PGA Tour or where
ExxonMobil has operations. For
the 2009 sessions, 100 teachers
will be selected through the nomi-
nation process.

“Since the Mickelson Exxon
Mobil Teachers Academy was
launch ed in 2004, we have received
an overwhelmingly posit ive
response from the education com-
munity,” said Rex W. Tillerson,
chairman and chief executive offi-
cer of Exxon Mobil Corporation. 

“Now we are further expand-
ing the opportunity for teachers
from across the country to attend
this valuable program that will
help develop future math and sci-
ence graduates who will fill a
skills gap that is diminishing
America’s competitiveness.”

Developed in conjunction with
the National Science Teachers
Association and Math Solutions,
the Academy helps teachers hone
their science and math teaching
skills, enhance their curricula and
discover innovative new ways to
inspire students. 

The teachers will spend five
days in July at the Liberty Sci-
ence Center in Jersey City, N.J.,
deepening their understanding of

mathematics and science content,
building expertise in facilitating
student learning through problem
solving and inquiry and using
links between math and science
that support student learning and
understanding in the classroom.

“Our goal is to equip teachers
with the skills and tools they need
to inspire their students in math
and science,” said Phil Mickelson,
who, along with his wife, Amy,
plays a key role in the Academy.
“Amy and I are excited to expand
the opportunity for more teachers
to attend the Academy and help
ignite these teachers’ own passion
for these subjects.”

Teacher applications are due by
October 31, 2008. The National
Science Teachers Association and
the National Council of Teachers
of Mathematics will convene a
panel of math and science experts
to evaluate the entries and
announce the selections in Febru-
ary 2009.

To nominate a teacher or to
learn more about the program, go
to www.sendmyteacher.com.

Expanded Opportunities For Teachers 

Phil and Amy Mickelson encour-
age students to nominate teach-
ers for a program that sharpens
math and science teaching skills. 

(NAPSA)—The best step teens
can take toward improving their
skin may be to adopt a consistent
skin care routine.

Acne affects up to 85 percent of
all teens. Although most cases of
acne can effectively be treated
with over-the-counter products,
teens may run through various
products or combinations of prod-
ucts and get frustrated when they
don’t see the results they desire.

Parents can help teens get the
help they need by recommending
a total approach that includes
cleansing and treatment. Many
teens do one but not the other.
Now Stridex gives them two
important tools uniquely pack-
aged together in a single jar.

Stridex Dual Solutions features
effective cleaning pads and inten-
sive penetrating treatment gel.
The soft-textured, alcohol-free
pads clean skin and unclog pores
while the medicated treatment gel
targets those areas that need a lit-
tle extra help.

Dual Solutions comes in two
forms—Daily Pore Control and
Intensive Acne Repair. Daily Pore
Control addresses pore treatment
and anti-blackhead needs. The
gentle effective pads offer cleans-
ing and full face coverage, while
the intensive, pore-clearing, med-
icated gel helps treat blackheads
and blemishes at the source. Both
products contain salicylic acid.
Intensive Acne Repair addresses
pimple problems and comes with
maximum-strength pads with sal-
icylic acid and a benzoyl peroxide

treatment gel to clear up and pre-
vent breakouts.

“Having a consistent skin care
routine is highly effective when
treating acne,” says Dr. Charles
Zugerman, M.D., a practicing der-
matologist and associate professor
of clinical dermatology at North-
western University Medical
Schools. “Maintaining a facial-
cleaning and treatment routine
using over-the-counter acne-fight-
ing products is the most economi-
cal and effective way for teens and
young adults to control complex-
ion problems.”

While acne is often considered
a teen issue, one in four men and
one in two women will experience
acne at some point in their adult
lives. Over-the-counter treatments
can also be effective in clearing up
acne in adults. For more informa-
tion, visit www.stridex.com.

Acne Care: A Total Approach

Used consistently, over-the-
counter acne treatments can con-
trol and prevent acne for most
people.                            

(NAPSA)—Dermal fillers are
substances that are injected just
below the surface of the skin to
fill in moderate to severe folds,
such as the lines from your nose
to the corners of your mouth. A
popular, nonanimal-derived
hyaluronic acid dermal filler is
Perlane®.

**  **  **
According to hearing instru-

ment specialists, hearing health
and dexterity issues often go hand
in hand. Handling very small
hearing aid batteries can be diffi-
cult for patients with dexterity
challenges. That may account for
the popularity of the Duracell
EasyTab hearing aid battery,
which is designed to make chang-
ing the battery a lot easier. 

**  **  **
Kijiji is a group of free, local,

community-based classified Web
sites. Kijiji offers a convenient,
safe and easy way for people in
the same city to meet, trade,
share ideas and help each other
out in areas such as goods, pets,
cars, services, housing, jobs and
personals. To learn more, visit
www.kijiji.com.

**  **  **
Small businesses looking to

increase their responsiveness to
customers and upgrade their pro-
fessional image can take advan-
tage of standard VoIP features
such as voice mail, caller ID, call
conferencing and call forwarding.
VoIP also integrates with many of
the e-mail, business productivity
and customer relationship man-

agement software applications
that are commonly used by small
businesses.

**  **  **
Bank of America will host a

unique hospitality experience that
will act as a home base for
friends, families and over 600
qualified U.S. Olympians during
the 2008 Olympic Games in Bei-
jing, China. To learn more, visit
www.AmericasCheer.com.

**  **  **
Chef Philip Jones from Jones

Dairy Farm says adding ham and
Canadian bacon is a delicious way
to liven up any meal. Plus, they’re
low in fat and carbohydrates and
a great source of lean protein.
Visit www.jonesdairyfarm.com for
easy recipe ideas.

**  **  **
It’s said that for every scien-

tific success, there are a dozen
failures. A new book tells the
story of 12 of those failures in an
entertaining and thought-provok-
ing manner. The book, “When Sci-
ence Goes Wrong” (Plume), is
available online and where books
are sold.

(NAPSA)—If you’re thinking of
revamping your old siding and
like the look of wood without the
maintenance hassles, fiber
cement siding may be well worth
exploring. For more information,
visit www.certainteed.com.

**  **  **
Replacing windows in your

home can increase both their
energy efficiency and overall ease
of use. To learn about replacing
your windows and the new and
innovative Ultimate Replacement
Casement window from Marvin
Windows and Doors, visit
www.MarvinCasement.com or
call (888) 537-8268.




