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(NAPSA)—Grilling is going to
the dogs. According to the Hearth,
Patio & Barbecue Association, 81
percent of Americans own a grill
and average grill usage is up to 26
times per year. And, with three-
quarters of dog owners saying
they consider their dog like a
member of the family, more and
more owners are including their
four-legged friends in the barbe-
cue fun.

According to grilling guru Kent
Whitaker, author of Smoke in the
Mountains Cookbook: The Art of
Appalachian Barbecue, “Grilling
is a family affair and today our
dogs are like part of the family.
My dog Moses is my grilling assis-
tant who keeps it fun and enter-
taining, while we all enjoy the
real meat aromas on the grill.”

Whitaker, a past winner of the
Emeril Live Food Network Barbe-
cue Contest, and Moses have
teamed up with ALPO brand dog
food to teach dog lovers how to
include their four-legged friends
in the backyard barbecue fun.
They are offering grilling demon-
strations and the following tips at
ALPO “Beefstro” events through-
out the country.

Great Smells Mean 
Great Flavor 

Use marinades, rubs, sauces
and different woods to add extra
flavor to your barbecue favorites.
While you’re manning the grill,
have another family member keep

your dog entertained with the
savory smells from his favorite
dog treat. Hold the treat in front
of his nose and ask him to perform
a simple trick, such as sit or stay
for a food reward.

Relax With Fun and Games
While the food is cooking, play

fun games the whole family can
enjoy, including tag, hide ’n go
seek and fetch. Make sure you
have balls, flying discs and chew

toys to help your dog work up a
healthy appetite. 

Include A Place Setting 
Create a theme for your barbe-

cue and make sure all of the deco-
rations and table settings match.
And, when it’s time to sit down
and enjoy the feast, don’t forget to
set a place setting for your four-
legged family member. Put a
placemat and bowl on the ground
by your table and serve your dog a
hearty, healthy meal of ALPO
Chop House Originals brand dog
food with the real meat taste he
craves. 

Live A Little
Don’t be afraid to experiment

and try new things at your next
family barbecue. Try new sauces,
appetizing dips, breads and side
dishes such as Tex-Mex Tater
Salad and Fire Baked Beans. And,
to give your dog even more excite-
ment at mealtime, feed him differ-
ent forms and flavors of his
favorite food.
Leave the Clean Up for Later

Family affairs such as back-
yard barbecues are special times
to be savored. So take advantage
of having the whole family
together and leave the dishes for
later. Serve a grand finale dessert
while sharing favorite family sto-
ries and end the festivities by tak-
ing an evening stroll with your
canine companion.

For more information, visit
www.alpo.com.

Grilling Tips For The “Dog Days” Of Summer

Award-winning barbecue chef
Kent Whitaker and his canine
grilling assistant Moses are shar-
ing tips for including dogs in the
barbecue fun this summer at
ALPO “Beefstro” events through-
out the country.

(NAPSA)—For more than 60
years, families visiting Wisconsin
Dells have enjoyed the tradition of
seeing the region’s famous scenery
by way of a “Duck.” The unique
amphibious vehicles shuttle visi-
tors through exclusive scenic
wilderness trails and splash down
into the water for river and lake
excursions.

“If you haven’t done the Ducks,
you just haven’t done the Dells,”
said Dan Gavinski, general man-
ager of Original Wisconsin Ducks,
the largest fleet of tour Ducks in
the country. “A Duck tour is a sta-
ple part of any Wisconsin Dells
vacation.”

Ducks began operating in Wis-
consin Dells in 1946. World War II
had just ended and surplus mili-
tary equipment and supplies were
abundant. Among the most un-
usual offerings were these quirky
landing crafts that could travel on
both land and water. DUKWs, as
they were officially dubbed, had
been nicknamed “Ducks” by the
soldiers who used them during the
war effort. 

General Motors built more
than 21,000 Ducks from 1942 to
1945 and, despite early doubts
about their usefulness, they soon
became a hit. Compared to most
other military craft at the time,
they were small but rugged and
very versatile. Military leaders
lauded the Ducks’ ability to han-
dle rough seas and literally just
pull itself back up onto shore and
drive on. Ducks were extremely
useful in reaching the varied
shorelines of Europe and the
South Pacific. They earned their
reputation as workhorse vehicles
on D-Day when more than 2,000
Ducks were used to shuttle troops
and supplies to the craggy
beaches of Normandy, France. 

“Military experts consider D-
Day the greatest amphibious oper-
ation in history and, at the time,

Generals MacArthur and Patton
touted the vital role Ducks played
in that invasion and beyond,”
Gavinski said. 

Today, Original Wisconsin
Ducks continue to preserve the
legacy of the vehicles and the men
who drove and rode them into
war. Most Ducks in the fleet bear
the name of notable WWII lead-
ers, significant locations or
famous battles. Along the 81⁄2-mile
journey, tour operators splash in a
bit of history while showing off
the versatility of the Duck as it
maneuvers through the stunning
rocky bluffs that are Wisconsin
Dells. Being a Duck driver is a
specialized position that takes
intensive training—six weeks to
be exact—which is one week more
than the GIs who drove them into
battle. Above and beyond skill,
Original Wisconsin Ducks’ opera-
tors also serve as the first line of
charm, making a Duck tour a
memorable experience for the
entire family. 

“People always ask if these

were the actual Ducks that were
used in the war,” said Jared
Hinze, who has been a tour Duck
operator at Original Wisconsin
Ducks for six years. “It would be
cool if they were; however, these
were surplus Ducks that never
saw action, and thanks to our
expert maintenance staff they are
almost like new vehicles.” 

Original Wisconsin Ducks em-
ploy a staff of eight who work
year-round to maintain the vehi-
cles. With more than 190 years of
experience among them, the crew
probably knows more about these
novel military craft than anyone
else in the world. Their dedication
ensures that Ducks will continue
to be enjoyed by generations to
come. 

To learn more about the history
of amphibious Ducks and tours
offered by Original Wisconsin
Ducks, call (608) 254-8751 or visit
wisconsinducktours.com. Original
Wisconsin Ducks offer tours of
Wisconsin Dells from mid-March
to early November.

Nostalgic WWII Ducks Provide Adventure In Wisconsin Dells 

With the picturesque sandstone rocks as a backdrop, an Original Wis-
consin Duck makes its famous splashdown into the Wisconsin River
where it flows through Wisconsin Dells, Wis. 

(NAPSA)—When school is out,
kids look to relax, play and spend
more time outdoors.

For many parents, this presents
a new set of challenges, including
how to keep their kids engaged
and busy, particularly on rainy
days, without parking them in
front of a TV or video game.

The New York Times best-
selling author Michael Stadther
has one solution: fun activities
that reward kids for using their
imaginations.

These stimulating activities can
be found at www.atreasurestrove.
com, the site that is the home to
Stadther ’s book “A Treasure’s

Trove”—a beau-
t i ful ly  i l lus-
trated, fantasy
adventure story
that captured
the hearts and
imaginations of
millions of chil-

dren and adults and, through clues
hidden in its pages, inspired a
nationwide treasure hunt.

The author has created brain-
teasers related to events and char-
acters in The Great Forest, where
the action takes place in “A Trea-
sure’s Trove.”

Stadther’s next book, “Secrets
of the Alchemist Dar,” is a sequel
to “A Treasure’s Trove.” “Secrets of
the Alchemist Dar,” which can
now be ordered through online
booksellers or in bookstores
nationwide for delivery at the end
of September, will include good
and bad fairies and feature new

clues to a whole new worldwide
treasure hunt for 100 jewelled
fairy rings.

In anticipation of the book’s
arrival, Michael Stadther plans to
unveil a creative contest that
invites Web visitors to use their
imaginations about fairy rings.

To learn more about “A Trea-
sure’s Trove,” “Secrets of the
Alchemist Dar,” the new puzzles
and games and the fairy ring con-
test, please visit www.atreasures
trove.com or www.alchemistdar.
com.

Treasuring Time With Your Kids

Jake Polterak and his 5-year-old
daughter Allie enjoy brainteasers
related to one of her favorite
books, “A Treasure’s Trove.”

(NAPSA)—Famous fictional
detectives are often as beloved for
what they say as for the mysteries
they solve. For instance, Sherlock
Holmes fans will recognize his
“Elementary, my dear Watson”;
afficionados of Inspector Clouseau
from the “Pink Panther” series
know he introduces himself: “I am
Inspector Clouseau of the Sureté”;
while the enchanting Charlie
Chan is known for the profound
wit and playful counsel that were
his trademark in Hollywood
movies of the ’30s and ’40s.

Here are a few more Chan facts
that may unravel any mystery
surrounding him in your mind.
Warner Oland was the favorite of
Charlie Chan fans and his for-
tune-cookie wisdom—Chan says
in “Charlie Chan in Shanghai”
(1935), “Motive like end of string
tied in many knots; end may be in
sight, but hard to unravel”—and
thrilling mysteries have made the
character he played one of film’s
most popular crime-solvers.

Now, movie lovers and Chan
fans can reacquaint themselves
with some of the sage detective’s
greatest cases thanks to the DVD
debut of four of his films: “Char-
lie Chan in Egypt” (which in-
cludes an early appearance by
Rita Hayworth as a slinky house-
maid), “Charlie Chan in London,”
“Charlie Chan in Paris” and
“Charlie Chan in Shanghai.” The

set also boasts new material
including documentaries, origi-
nal theatrical trailers and a
never-before-released Spanish-
language Charlie Chan ad-
venture, “Eran Trece” (“There
Were Thirteen”). The DVD set is
marketed as “The Charlie Chan
Collection—Volume One” and is
available at stores for under 60
dollars.

How good are they? As Charlie
Chan said in his Paris adventure,
“Cannot see contents of nut until
shell is cracked.” 

To learn more, visit www.fox
home.com.

The Game’s Afoot! Famous Detectives Leave Their Mark

“Perfect case, like perfect dough-
nut, has hole.” One of Charlie
Chan’s bits of fortune-cookie
wisdom in “Charlie Chan in
Paris,” the 1935 film thought lost
for many years. 




