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(NAPSA)—Few things are as
challenging as picking winners in
the NCAA tournament. In fact, of
the thousands of people to submit
an online bracket in Yahoo!
Sports’ free Tourney Pick’Em
game last year, none did better
than a guinea pig named Buttons.

It’s true.
The rodent’s improbable selec-

tions, which included a perfect
West Region and Duke beating
Butler in the championship game,
earned her owner the $10,000
grand prize and proved you don’t
need to know college basketball to
cash in on the tournament.

“That’s what’s great about
college basketball,” said Angela
Sun, who will be providing daily
updates on the tournament on the
Yahoo! Sports Minute. “Anyone—
from the die-hard fan to the office
mate picking games at random—
can end up a winner.”

So before you study box scores
or seek expert opinions, consider
some of these creative ways to fill
out your bracket and perhaps win
some money to pay those postholi-
day bills:

Academic reputation: Con-
sult the latest university rankings
and choose the team in each pair-
ing whose school has the better
overall academic standing. Just
don’t be surprised if your Final
Four includes a team from the Ivy
League.

Mascot fight: Have you ever
wondered who would win if a Bad-
ger fought a Blue Devil? Perhaps
not, but that’s beside the point.
Use your imagination. Then, pick
the mascot in each pairing you
think would prevail.

Party-school rankings:
Rowdy student sections are part
of what makes college basketball
so much fun. Grab the latest
party-school rankings and pick
the team in each pairing whose
students best know how to have a

good time (responsibly, of course).
School colors: We’ve all

known somebody who roots for
teams based on uniforms. Chan-
nel that person. Then, choose each
pairing based on which color com-
bination you think looks best.
Warning: Three of last year’s four
No. 1 seeds had some combination
of blue and white.

Coin flip: Surrender your
bracket to chance. Flip a coin to
determine each game. Hey, at
least you’ll have a 50-50 chance in
the first round.

Height: Test a tall theory. Pull
rosters and rank teams by cumu-
lative height. Then, pick the
tallest team in each pairing. Hint:
Last year ’s champion, Duke,
stretched 91 feet, 5 inches.

Of course, you can always resort
to more traditional methods. What-
ever you decide, have fun. Yahoo!
Sports makes it easy to fill out your
bracket. Simply visit tournament.
fantasysports.yahoo.com/t1 and
sign up for the free Tourney Pick-
’Em game to get started; you’ll
automatically be entered to win the
grand prize.

Who knows? You might even
beat Buttons.

Your Basketball Savvy MayWinThousands In Online Contest

Last year, Buttons the guinea pig
guessed the college basketball
championship winner. This year,
the top picker may be you.

(NAPSA)—At current growth
rates, the world’s population will
increase from 6 billion people
today to 9 billion by mid-century.
To feed this growing population,
the world’s farmers will have to
grow twice the amount of food
they do today, even as arable land
and freshwater become scarcer.
How will they do it?

Feeding a growing global popu-
lation is not a new problem. In the
early 20th century, the developing
world was facing issues similar to
those we face today. Disaster was
averted thanks in part to the
development and introduction in
the 1950s of high-yield, disease-
resistant varieties of wheat, first
in Mexico and later in Pakistan
and India. The introduction of
these new high-yielding varieties
and modern agricultural produc-
tion techniques fomented a “Green
Revolution” that saved millions
from starvation.

To meet looming global food
security challenges will require a
second Green Revolution. Thank-
fully, the technology to enable a
second Green Revolution is at
hand. Leading agricultural compa-
nies such as Syngenta are already
helping farmers grow more from
less by developing new corn
hybrids and soybean varieties that

are disease and insect resistant, as
well as seed care and crop protec-
tion products that further improve
a plant’s ability to thrive in the
face of pressures from insects,
weeds, disease and environmental
factors. For instance, the company
has introduced a seed care product
that enables wheat to use 35 per-
cent less water. In corn, its
Agrisure Artesian™ corn trait has
demonstrated the potential to
deliver 15 percent yield preserva-
tion under drought stress.

Such advances can help pro-
duce enough food to feed a grow-
ing population, conserve water
resources and protect the environ-
ment. “Agricultural biotechnology
can improve crop productivity,
secure and improve yield and pro-
duce higher-quality crops, and
offers environmentally friendly
solutions to the challenge facing
farmers—to grow more from less.
It is critical to the sustainability
of agriculture,” said David Mor-
gan, president, Syngenta North
America.

Modern agricultural technol-
ogy’s ability to do precisely that
has been demonstrated best in the
United States, where farmers
have long reaped the benefits.
From 1987 to 2007, corn yields
averaged gains of 2.2 bushels per

acre per year—a 41 percent
increase in productivity. Soybean
yields climbed an impressive 29
percent.

At the same time as these dra-
matic increases in productivity,
stress on the environment fell.
Soil runoff, which the Environ-
mental Protection Agency identi-
fies as the primary cause of water
pollution, has declined approxi-
mately 69 percent per bushel of
corn since 1987. Irrigation water
use in corn farming has declined
27 percent and energy use has
decreased by 37 percent.

Using these advances in devel-
oping countries could significantly
boost world productivity. Experts
estimate that practicing modern
farming methods and technologies
in Asia could boost productivity
some 20 percent in just 10 years.
In the past 10 years, Brazil has
nearly doubled soybean produc-
tion on the same amount of land.
In Russia and Ukraine, winter
wheat yields rose 75 percent in
one program following the adop-
tion of modern crop protection
technology.

The challenge to double food
production may seem daunting,
but history shows that with sound
science, agricultural productivity
can outpace a growing population.

Feeding The World Requires A Second Green Revolution

(NAPSA)—The latest looks offer
many sparkling opportunities for
jewelry lovers to shine. Here are a
few trends to watch out for:

Necklaces
High-Low Necklaces: The

latest necklaces combine precious
and affordable elements, such as
gorgeous high-karat gold nuggets
combined with natural-hued gem-
stones. Look for hematite, ruti-
lated quartz, tiger’s eye, smoky
topaz, as well as wood, shell and
natural mineral crystals.

Enhancer Necklaces: The
newest necklace silhouette is “The
Enhancer,” a significant-sized
pendant hung from a structured
choker necklace. Geometric in
design, the styles are inspired by
a combination of Pop Art, Art Deco
and the 1980s.

Urban Warrior Necklaces:
Intertwined fringe and chains cre-
ate the statement necklaces of the
season. The new silhouette is
longer and features layers of
chain masterfully entangled to lay
perfectly on the décolletage.

Bracelets
Friendship Bracelets: Silk,

satin, suede or chain-link brace-
lets with tiny center charms are
favored by Hollywood’s stylish
celebrities. “Styles include good-
luck talisman bracelets featuring
charms of evil eyes, religious and
spiritual symbols,” says Helena
Krodel, director of media and spe-
cial events, Jewelers of America.
“This trend is meant to be worn in
multiples.”

Earrings
Madmen Earrings: AMC’s hit

drama television series “Mad
Men,” set in 1960s New York, has
helped bring back large circular
and crescent-shaped earrings that
sit on the earlobe. Clusters of col-
ored gemstones, precious metals

crafted into knots, and pearls are
all popular styles.

Hoops: The classic hoop ear-
ring remains a jewelry wardrobe
staple. Look for charms that slide
onto the hoops. Blackened sterling
silver and rose gold with rose-cut
diamond hoops are favored by
fashionistas.

Bohemian Chandeliers: Pais-
ley shapes, high-karat yellow gold
and tiny seed pearls are elements
that are incorporated into spring’s
more casual chandelier earring
styles. Feathers, tassels and chains
are also incorporated into earrings,
creating depth and movement.

Rings
Cocktail Rings: Cocktail rings,

also called dinner rings and right-
hand rings, were originally worn
as status symbols during Prohibi-
tion in the 1920s. One of the most
“today” ring styles features colored
gemstone clusters instead of one
large gemstone.

Remember to shop with a
reputable jeweler who is a member
of a professional trade association
like Jewelers of America.

For more information, visit
www.JIC.org and www.facebook.
com/JewelryInformationCenter.

Dazzling Designs Among Season’s Most Desirable

Vicente Agor friendship bracelet
in 18-karat yellow gold with
diamonds.

***
Nature provides a free lunch
but only if we control our
appetites.

—William Ruckelshaus
***

***
You can never get enough of
what you don’t need to make
you happy.

—Eric Hoffer
***

***
Do not trouble yourself much
to get new things, whether
clothes or friends....Sell your
clothes and keep your
thoughts.

—Henry David Thoreau
***

***
Racial injustice, war, urban
blight and environmental
rape have a common denomi-
nator in our exploitative eco-
nomic system.

—Channing E. Phillips
***

***
There must be more to life
than having everything!

—Maurice Sendak
***

Mycophobia is the fear of mushrooms, while lachanophobia is the fear
of vegetables.

Samuel Colt, inventor of the Colt revolver “the gun that won the West,”
worked on the prototype in his father’s textile plant. Colt once earned a
living touring the country performing laughing gas demonstrations.

EarlTupper, ofTupperware fame, is believed to have gotten the design for
Tupperware’s liquid-proof, airtight lids by duplicating the lid of a paint can.




