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(NAPSA)—Consumers inter-
ested in fleeing from higher fees
often turn to community banks.
These smaller banks tend to offer
bigger savings along with more
personal services. 

According to a report issued by
the Federal Reserve in July 2001,
smaller regional banks continue
to charge less for products and
services compared to larger,
nationwide banks.

While larger banks, usually
those with more than $1 billion in
assets, may have more locations,
they tend to have a great deal of
overhead—something smaller
banks are usually able to avoid.
As a result, large banks often
charge more for transactions and
fees. 

In many of the categories sur-
veyed, smaller community banks
had lower fees when compared to
their competitors. For example:

• On average, stop-payment
fees were 61 percent lower at
smaller banks compared to those

at larger banks—$15.83 vs.
$21.99.

• Fees for overdrafts were 64
percent lower at smaller banks—
$18.24 vs. $25.01.

• Bounced check fees were 69
percent lower at smaller banks—
$18.90 vs. $24.75.

• Average monthly fees were
83 percent lower at smaller
banks—$27.96 vs. $32.64.

The survey also found that the
average minimum balance re-
quired to avoid a fee at smaller
banks was 41 percent lower than
larger banks—$176.37 vs. $280.83.

Experts contend the smaller size
of community banks allows them to
better reach out to consumers in
their area and provide many of the
same services as a larger bank
without the high cost. In this way,
community banks prove that bigger
isn’t necessarily better.

To check out the community
banks nearby, call ICBA for a free
listing at 1-888-500-5538 or visit
the Web site at www.icba.org.

Survey Shows Smaller Banks Offer Big Savings
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Smaller Banks = Smaller Fees

A recent survey revealed smaller community banks tend to charge
less than larger banks for products and services.

Former Rolling Stone
Pens Blues Tribute

(NAPSA)—The blues has been
more than just a feeling for a
founding member of the Rolling
Stones. 

For bass player Bill Wyman,
the blues has served as a musical

and spiritual inspiration, both on
and off the stage.

Now he pays tribute to the
blues and the people who made
the music in a book he describes
as a labor of love. Said Wyman, “I
wanted the opportunity to tell
people more about why I love this
music and to share with them its
heritage.”

Bill Wyman’s Blues Odyssey
(DK Publishing $40.00) follows
the growth of blues music as it
spread from the Mississippi Delta
to the world. 

It also tells the story of an art
form that has been an expression
of love and faith in the face of
hard times and that eventually
gave birth to rock ‘n’ roll. 

Filled with photographs, inter-
views and commentary, the book
contains biographies and guides to
the essential recordings and most
influential artists—as well as the
occasional nod to the exploits of
the Rolling Stones. 

The book is available where
books are sold or by calling 1-877-
DIAL-DKP (342-5357).

A founding member of the
Rolling Stones has written a
book about the blues that is a
labor of love.

(NAPSA)—It’s raining, the kids
are restless, and they have already
seen every video imaginable. For
parents looking for new and fun
ideas to keep children busy on
those rainy days when everyone is
stuck inside, think technology—
think printer creativity!

One sure way to keep children
entertained while staying within a
budget is to add an affordable
color inkjet printer to your per-
sonal computer, which is sure to
inspire kids’ creativity for hours at
a time. From encouraging their
artistic abilities to practicing their
writing skills, the possibilities for
designing and printing creations
they will be proud to display are
endless.

Here are a few of the ways kids
can use a printer as an extension
of their imagination:

• Throw an impromptu party—
Turn an ordinary rainy day into a
party! Kids can design the invita-
tions, create place cards and fancy
place mats, and print out the
menu for all those who attend.
What fun!

• Create a Photo Collage—Let
kids be creative and spruce up
their photos with their own per-
sonal touch by creating a photo col-
lage. Work with them to create and
print decorative borders and frame
designs to jazz up any family vaca-
tion or holiday celebration, making
every picture worth a thousand
words. You can even make your
own bulletin board to hang your
pictures on using an inkjet.

• Design T-shirts—For the kid
with personal fashion flair, what
better way to express it than
designing and printing a one-of-a-
kind T-shirt? A Lexmark inkjet
can help kids create their own T-
shirt transfers right at home.
Makes for great savings for moms
and dads too!

• Puzzles and Other Games—
Your kids will enjoy printing out
their favorite images and then

turning the printouts into puz-
zles—two activities in one! Per-
haps they would prefer to design
their own checkerboard and check-
ers. Kids simply print them out,
cut out the checkers, and presto, a
game of their own creation!

• Gifts for Nature—The kids
will have fun creating birdhouses
with help from an inkjet printer.
When the sun comes out again,
hang it in a tree in the yard for
the neighborhood birds to enjoy.
Also, the kids will have fun creat-
ing cool fishbowl paper to line the
outside of their fishbowls with—
creates a unique effect through
the water.

If you don’t already own a color
inkjet printer, consider the follow-
ing tips when shopping. For cre-
ative home projects, you may
want to consider an All-In-One
product, like the Lexmark X83,
that allows you to print, copy and
scan. These All-In-One products
are great for quick copying and
easy scanning of photos or other
mementos. In addition, make sure
to get a high-resolution printer
featuring at least 2400 x 1200 dpi
to produce photo-quality prints.
An advanced paper handling sys-
tem like Lexmark’s patented
Accu-Feed system accommodates
heavy stock or specialty photo
paper. Finally, ease-of-use fea-
tures, such as one-click driver
installation, will guarantee set-
ting up your new inkjet is stress-
free. Lexmark offers a range of
consumer inkjets from $49—$199.
For more information on printing
tips, visit Lexmark International
at www.lexmark.com.

Tips To Keep Kids Busy On Rainy Days

(NAPSA)—Parents who can
remember huffing and puffing
their way through a classic tale
may want to revisit it with their
children.

An updated version of the The
Three Little Pigs has just been
released. In this modern telling,
houses of straw and brick still
exist, but the story now makes
room for video games and aliens
from outer space. 

However, in her take on the
story, author Janet Adams Strong,
Ph.D., emphasizes a number of life
lessons that can be gleaned from
the fact the stone house is still
standing at the end. These include:

• Always use the right materi-
als for the right job,

• Don’t let strangers in your
house, and

• If you want something to
stand the test of time, build it
with quality products.

Part of what makes this ver-
sion of the story a great read
along for parents and children are
the exercises the author includes
at the end of the book. The book is
sponsored by The Stone Fund.

Two versions of the story—one in
English and one in Spanish—can be
found under “Kids Rock” on the Web
site of the Stone Institute. Copies of
the story are made available to

schools at no charge. The Institute
is a non-profit trade association of
quarriers, fabricators, dealers,
importers, exporters, installers,
carvers and restorers of all types
of natural stone—granite, lime-
stone, marble, quartzite, sand-
stone, slate and specialty building
stones.

The main purpose of the Insti-
tute is to provide guidance on
natural stone materials and the
stone industry. To learn more
about this new telling of a clas-
sic—and the virtues of building
with stone—visit the Web site at
www.buildingstone.org.

A New Twist On Three Old Friends

Readers of a new telling of The
Three Little Pigs are encouraged
to always use the right materials
for the right job.

On April 4,1973, Tony Oliva
became the first Designated Hit-
ter to hit a home run.

***
I write to understand as much
as to be understood. Literature
is an act of conscience. It is up
to us to rebuild with memories,
with ruins, and with moments
of grace.

—Elie Wiesel
***

(NAPSA)—Worn in daylight
and indoors, most spectacle wear-
ers find anti-reflective (AR) coating
makes objects appear crisper and
brighter. In critical driving situa-
tions, more light means clearer,
crisper vision. This is particularly
important at night when vision is
already compromised. People who do
a lot of computer work or reading
find that AR-coated lenses help
reduce eye strain and fatigue. The
coating reduces glare and discom-
fort. For a free brochure on anti-
reflective lenses, write: AR Council,
8818 Windsor Terrace, Minneapo-
lis, MN 55443; call toll-free 877-
254-4477; e-mail arcouncil@aol.
com; or visit the Web site at
www.arcouncil.org.

One restaurant chain has gar-
nered national attention for help-
ing one of it’s regular customers lose
245 pounds. Jared Fogle became an
unofficial poster boy for weight loss
and a hero among frustrated dieters.
He incorporated Subway’s low-fat
sandwiches into his meal routine.
Fogle still enjoys Subway sand-
wiches and has kept his weight at
about 190 pounds—down from 425.
More information on healthful eating

is available on the Web site at
www.subway.com or by calling toll-
free 1-800-888-4848.

Each year the Random Acts of
Kindness Foundation helps thou-
sands of people celebrate Random
Acts of Kindness Week by provid-
ing ideas, materials and support
to inspire kind acts and kindness
projects worldwide. For more
information about Random Acts of
Kindness events, or about getting
involved, call the foundation at 1-
800-660-2811 or visit the Web site
at www.actsofkindness.org.


