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(NAPS)—Vanilla, chocolate, or
strawberry. Drive, walk, or public
transit. Rent or own. In the
United States, we make more
choices every day than we realize.

In countries ruled by dictators
or communist regimes, citizens
have little choice where to live,
what school to attend, or what job
to pursue.

That’s because those nations
are not centered on freedom and
free markets.

Milton Friedman,
the foremost econo-
mist of the 20th cen-
tury, believed that
competition was the
lifeblood of freedom

and the best way to ensure a sta-
ble democracy, lifting the masses
out of poverty. The Nobel laureate,
whom The New York Times
dubbed “the grandmaster of free
market economic theory,” is recog-
nized worldwide for his work.

When Friedman began his
career at the University of Chi-
cago, free markets looked like a
lost cause. Half the world was in
slavery and the other half was
caught in a crisis of confidence in
its central idea: government
based on individual liberty. Fried-
man helped restore the free
world’s faith in liberty, sparking a
global revolution that trans-
formed international politics, eco-
nomics, and, toward the end of his
life, education.

Every summer, the Friedman
Foundation for Educational Choice
hosts events to celebrate Friedman’s
birthday. In 2011, there were 85 events
in 45 states, the District of Columbia,
and six countries honoring Friedman’s
work as one of history’s most influ-
ential thought leaders.

But this year there will be spe-
cial emphasis, as July 31 marks
what would have been Friedman’s
100th birthday. A gala will be held
in Chicago to celebrate Friedman
and the influence of his life and
work worldwide, welcoming digni-
taries from around the globe.

In addition, to celebrate Fried-
man Legacy for Freedom Day on
July 31, the Friedman Foundation
plans to host 100 events across the
country and around the world to
celebrate and bring greater aware-
ness to Friedman’s influence.

The Foundation is offering
grants to organizations or groups
interested in hosting educational
programs, breakfasts, lunches, or
events to discuss Friedman’s
work.

For example, last year in Ari-
zona, college students gathered to
watch a segment of the “Free to
Choose” public television series
where Friedman discusses what’s
wrong with government-run
school systems. In Idaho, charter
school families and supporters
enjoyed an ice cream social and
movie viewing. And in Hong Kong,
a free market think tank held a
panel discussion with students,
diplomats, financial and legal rep-
resentatives about Friedman’s
influence as a monetarist and free
market ambassador.

The Friedman Foundation en-
courages similar events to celebrate
100 years of one very influential
economist and American—Milton
Friedman.

To learn more about Friedman,
the Friedman Legacy for Freedom
Day, or to host an event in your com-
munity, go to EdChoice.org or submit
an online registration by April 30 at
EdChoice.org/FriedmanDay/Register.

Friedman’s 100th Birthday:Time To Remember

(NAPS)—An increasing number
of homeowners are discovering that
the comforts of home are no longer
confined to indoor space. Fresh air,
places to gather and room for play
outdoors are high on the list of
must-have amenities. In fact, a
recent survey by “Better Homes
and Gardens” revealed that 68 per-
cent of homeowners consider out-
door living areas a top priority.

When you want to make the
most of an open-air living space,
the possibilities can be as wide
open as the great outdoors.

•Take a whole-yard ap-
proach. Incorporate outdoor
activities on all four sides of your
home and select fence products
that give your home the best curb
appeal from every angle. Certain-
Teed offers a streamlined color
palette that lets homeowners
enjoy a picket-style fence in their
front yard and a privacy fence in
the backyard without compromis-
ing outstanding curb appeal.

•Improve your health.
According to Harvard Medical
School, spending time outdoors
reaps important health benefits—
boosting vitamin D, reducing
stress and enhancing your overall
mood. Use your outdoor living
area as a place to exercise, play

with your dog or recruit your
neighbors for a baseball game.

•Consider a staycation.
With a growing number of fami-
lies opting to vacation at home,
look for ways to transform outdoor
areas into a vacation destination.
Integrate sporting activities, such
as volleyball or croquet, into your
backyard. Rent a projector for an
outdoor movie night. Grab a tent
and build a campfire.

•Design your space with
the environment top of mind.
Take some time to research the
products that will make up out-
door living areas. For example,
CertainTeed vinyl and fiber
cement siding are backed by a life-
cycle assessment for a comprehen-
sive look at the environmental
impact of manufacturing, trans-
porting and installing a product.

•Enjoy more downtime.
Investing in durable, long-lasting
products means less maintenance
and hassle down the road. For
example, EverNew LT decking
comes with a 25-year stain and
fade warranty, so you can perma-
nently cross painting and staining
off your to-do list.

For more information or to find
a contractor nearby, visit www.
ctlivingspaces.com.

A New Approach To Outdoor Living Spaces

It’s increasingly in, among smart homeowners, to enhance your out-
door space.

Fair Access For All
(NAPS)—A new ruling by the

Federal Communications Commis-
sion (FCC) may keep rural commu-
nities on the slow side of the digital
divide. The Universal Service
Fund—a program overseen by the
FCC and funded through contribu-
tions paid by telecom providers—
makes sure rural consumers have
access to high-quality networks and
affordable telecom services. But
recent rule changes may put that
at risk.

Reliable, high-speed broadband
can improve the lives of all con-
sumers, but access is especially
important to rural America. It
enables small businesses to reach
customers nationwide, offers local
students the chance to take
classes online, and allows doctors
to remotely diagnose patients and
offer emergency care.

But the new rules cut support
revenues for many smaller, commu-
nity-based telecom providers. If you
are concerned that the new policies
will require rural consumers to pay
higher rates for telephone service
and slower broadband, contact your
congressional representatives. Urge
them to support regulatory action
that ensures equal and affordable
access for all Americans. Join the
National Telecommunications
Cooperative Association in advocat-
ing for rural communities at
www.saveruralbroadband.org.

Reliable, high-speed broadband
is especially important for rural
America.

Eyelashes help to keep dirt out of eyes and eyebrows help to keep
perpiration from running into eyes.

Snakes do not have eyelids, so even when they’re asleep, they cannot
close their eyes. They do have a protective layer of clear scales,
called brille, over their eyes.

Former San Francisco 49ers Super Bowl quarterback Steve Young
has a law degree.

Some say the English were the first to seal wine bottles with cork.
However, getting the cork out to get to the wine required a special
tool—the corkscrew.

***
Change is inevitable except
from a vending machine.

—Robert C. Gallagher
***

***
If you’re in a bad situation,
don’t worry it’ll change. If
you’re in a good situation,
don’t worry it’ll change.

—John A. Simone, Sr.
***

***
There is a certain relief in
change, even though it be
from bad to worse! As I have
often found in travelling in a
stagecoach, that it is often a
comfort to shift one’s position,
and be bruised in a new place.

—Washington Irving
***

***
First they ignore you, then
they ridicule you, then they
fight you, and then you win.

—Mahatma Gandhi
***




