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(NAPSA)—Between rising gas
prices and a struggling economy,
consumers are cringing in antici-
pation of their next trip to the gas
station. While it can cost up to
$35 to fill the tank in some cases,
people still have to commute,
drive kids back and forth from
school and run what seems to be
endless errands. 

According to a recent Yahoo!
Autos survey conducted by Harris
Interactive, almost two-thirds (65
percent) of adult American con-
sumers plan to change their dri-
ving habits as a result of rising
costs of fuel.  

“With gas prices hitting more
than two dollars a gallon in some
parts of the country, consumers say
they feel compelled to change their
behavior to cope,” said automotive
industry expert John McElroy. 

But you don’t necessarily need
to make drastic changes to your
daily routine to keep from break-
ing your gas bank. In fact, with a
little practice, it’s easy to incorpo-
rate fuel conservation into daily
life. Try following these seven
tips, which could result in fewer
trips to the pump—and more
money in your wallet: 

1. Be Cool. Park in the shade
as often as possible and roll down
the windows while driving. This
will keep the car naturally cooler.
Using the air conditioner burns
fuel at a faster rate, so use the
A/C sparingly. 

2. Drive 55. The optimal speed
for fuel efficiency is 55 mph.
According to the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (www.epa.gov),
a vehicle loses about one percent in
fuel economy for each one mile per
hour driven above 55 mph.

3. Make sure your wheels
are in good shape. Wheels that
are improperly aligned or inflated
can worsen a car ’s gas mileage
considerably. Check your tire
pressure and alignment regularly
to avoid more frequent fill-ups.  

4. Consolidate trips. Run
errands on your way to or from
work, or while you are already
out on the road to reduce the
number of trips you make with
your car.

5. Accelerate and decelerate
slowly. Making sudden starts and

stops is detrimental in achieving
optimal gas mileage. Whenever pos-
sible, allow extra space between
you and other cars in order to make
gradual stops and accelerations. 

6. Don’t sit idle. Keeping your
car idle while stopped for a long
period of time burns more gas
than required to restart the car.
According to the U.S. Department
of Energy (www.energy.gov), if
145 million passenger vehicles
were to idle for five minutes a
day, approximately four million
gallons of gasoline would be
wasted. When sitting in your car
for long periods of time turn your
engine off.

7. Maintain optimal RPMs.
Drivers with manual transmis-
sions or “overdrive” gears should
up shift once they’ve reached the
appropriate speed, in order to
keep the car’s RPM at the optimal
rate. Refer to your car owner ’s
manual to determine your car’s
ideal RPM rate. 

If you’re in the market for a
new car, you may consider making
fuel efficiency a factor in your
decision. Research your options
thoroughly, using online sites like
Yahoo! Autos to evaluate the fuel
economy for vehicles you may be
considering.  

To learn more about fuel effi-
ciency and information about new
and used cars, vehicle maintenance
and more tips from industry
experts, visit http://autos.yahoo.com.
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Drive 55—the optimal speed
for fuel efficiency is 55 mph.

by Alan S. Kopit, legal editor of
lawyers.com

(NAPSA)—Doing a little legal
legwork is an important first step
in starting a small business. That’s
because there are a number of dif-
ferent ways entrepreneurs can suc-
ceed. Before taking the plunge into
entrepreneurship, consider:

Business Form Selection
An entrepreneur must decide

the best legal form for his or her
new enterprise. Different forms
carry different costs, and each has
various legal and financial ramifi-

cations. Consider:
• A sole propri-

etorship is the most
basic business form,
where one person
owns the business
and is personally
responsible for all
business debts.

• A corporation is
formed by filing certain docu-
ments in the state of the new
business. In this business form,
only the shareholders’ invest-
ments in the business are at
financial risk, not their personal
assets.

Employment Issues
Employment agreements help

businesses keep key employees.
They provide other benefits as well:

• The agreements can assist in
the protection of the firm’s trade
secrets by requiring the employee
to protect such information.

• The agreements can provide
that if an employee leaves your
business, he or she won’t compete
in the same field for a specified
period.

Exit Strategies
The time to consider your exit

strategy from any business is at its
inception. Remember:

• Decide if your goal is to ulti-

mately sell the business, take it
public or plan for an appropriate
business succession. Each plan has
tax issues to consider.

• If you do not have an exit
strategy, you may find it difficult to
attract investors, who want to
know how and when they are get-
ting their money back.

You can find more legal tips and
business information in a free book-
let called Getting Started On Your
Legal Legwork. It’s available at
www.lawyers.com/lawyers/hand
book.php. Search lawyers.com’s
free database of 440,000 attorneys
and firms worldwide to find an
attorney to answer your small busi-
ness questions. 

Alan S. Kopit is the author of
Getting Started On Your Legal
Legwork. He is also the legal editor
for lawyers.com, where he answers
questions on consumer and small
business legal issues. In addition to
his law practice, Kopit is a regular
contributor to NBC-TV’s Today show.
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Legal Issues Small Business Owners 
Must Address 

• What is the correct legal form for my 
business? Should it be a sole proprietorship, 
partnership, corporation or some other type 
of entity?
• Will I need employment agreements with 
my sales staff? How about top 
management? Someone in a new position?
• Do I need to register a trademark or 
patent to protect my product?
• If I create an alliance with another 
company, what legal steps do I need to take 
to protect my business?
• How can I make sure my business’ 
operations comply with state, federal and 
local laws?

(NAPSA)—If you’re still cleaning
your gutters by hand, precariously
perched atop a ladder, you may be
glad to learn that these days you can
leave a project like that to the ele-
ments. With the scientifically engi-
neered WaterFall® Gutter Guard
System you can do just that. 

WaterFall, a vinyl, tiered sys-
tem, available in four- or eight-foot
lengths, installs quick and easy
with no roof penetration. A flat tab
tucks under the first row of shingles
and a flexible joint allows it to con-
form to almost any roof pitch. Then,
as water flows off the roof and into
the slats, debris passes over and
onto the ground below, leaving your
gutters clog and sag-free. 

WaterFall can handle whatever
Mother Nature throws its way.
The folks at Crane Products Ltd.
tested it in conditions that simu-
lated over 10-inches of rain per
hour and WaterFall handled every

drop, thereby saving you the cost
and inconvenience of having to
repair or replace water damaged
roofing, foundation and/or land-
scaping. Plus, since it’s made of
rigid PVC, WaterFall stands up to
years of weather and use without
cracking (like metal/aluminum

alternatives can) and is less costly
per foot than the competition. 

For the name of the nearest sup-
plier or for more information, con-
tact Crane Products Ltd., P.O. Box
1898, Columbus, OH 43216, (888)
326-2638, or visit the Web site at
www.water-fall.com.

Don’t Let Clogged Gutters Affect Your Life And Wallet

An ingenious system helps water drain off your roof while keeping
gutters from getting clogged.

The month of April gets its name from the Latin aperire, meaning
“to open,” as do the flower buds that month.

***
The greatest ideas, the most profound thoughts, and the most
beautiful poetry are born from the womb of silence.

—William A. Ward
***




