The Harpy Homeowner

Get Your Roof Ready For Rough Weather

(NAPSA)—When you get down
to it, a good roof is all that stands
between your home and family
and the damaging rain, snow, and
wind of winter.

To keep a sound roof over your
head, inspect your roof twice a
year to stop damage before it
starts. Here are some hints on
what to watch for:

1. Leaky, inadequate or deterio-
rated flashing (the metal used to
seal bends and joints around
vents, skylights, chimneys and so
on) can lead to water damage in
the house. Look for holes, tears or
buckling in the flashing. Experts
estimate more than 90 percent of
roofing leaks occur in these areas.

2. Next, look for any damaged,
loose or missing shingles or any
that have blistered or buckled.

3. Make sure shingles are
firmly secured and sealed to the
roof, especially around the roof
edge where wind, driving rain and
ice dams (when water freezes and
backs up under the roofing sys-
tem) can do a good deal of damage.

4. Inspect and clean gutters,
leaders, window wells and drains
of all leaves and debris and make
sure gutters are firmly secure to
the house. Direct downspouts
away from the foundation and
clean them of any debris.

5. If you see any dark, “dirty-
looking” areas on your roof it
could mean algae growth.

Keeping a good roof means
starting with quality materials

To help prevent leaks, moisture
seepage and decay problems,
check your roof for weak areas.

and keeping up with an effective
maintenance program done by a
professional roofing contractor.
This can save you time, money
and trouble, prevent costly repairs
and prolong the life of your roof.

A free service that helps home-
owners find a qualified roofing
contractor is available through
GAF Material Corporation, North
America’s largest roofing manu-
facturer. Call 1-888-LEAK-SOS or
visit www.gaf.com.





