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(NAPSA)—If you’re like most
people, you sometimes get holiday
gifts you don’t need or that don’t
suit your taste. Fortunately, you
no longer have to face long return
lines. Today, many savvy con-
sumers head online to eBay to sell
their unwanted holiday gifts and
earn extra cash to buy what really
was on their wish lists.

Thanks to the explosion of
eBay drop-off centers around the
country, consumers who don’t
have the time, experience or
Internet access can now turn de-
gifting into “e-gifting.”

The drop-off service leader in
both volume and customer satis-
faction is AuctionDrop. Because of
its relationship with The UPS
Store, anyone in the U.S. can use
the service simply by dropping
things off—unpacked, valued at
over $75 and weighing under 25
lbs.—at The UPS store in their
neighborhood.

The drop-off store process is
simple and there are no upfront
costs or need to do anything other
than complete a simple form. Con-
sumers just drop off the item and
The UPS Store location ships it to
AuctionDrop’s processing center.
There, AuctionDrop handles all of
the necessary steps for selling the
item, including professional pho-
tography, testing, research, list-
ing, customer service, repacking,
shipping and returns. After the
item sells, the seller gets a check
for the selling price, minus a pro-
fessional services fee, and the
buyer gets the item.

“After the holidays are over,
the last thing most people want to
do is go to crowded malls and
stand in long return lines,” said
Randy Adams, founder and CEO
of AuctionDrop. “The beauty of

AuctionDrop is that we help peo-
ple earn cash so they can buy
things that they really need.”

When evaluating which gifts to
sell, keep in mind that some items
are known to sell better than oth-
ers. Best-selling items include lap-
tops, digital cameras, guitars,
designer purses (i.e. Chanel, Louis
Vuitton), figurines (i.e. Lladro,
Hummel), film cameras (i.e. Has-
selblad, Leica), iPods, crystal (i.e.
Waterford, Baccarat), designer
watches (i.e. Patek Philippe,
Rolex) and Lionel train sets. Con-
sumers can call AuctionDrop’s
customer service line seven days a
week at 1-866-385-DROP to dis-
cuss the value of their items and
determine if they are appropriate
for eBay.

To learn more, you may also
visit www.auctiondrop.com.

’Tis The Season To De-Gift:
Skip Long Return Lines and Head Online 

Savvy consumers now have a
simple way to skip the return
lines and head online to earn
extra cash.

Gift Cards 
Get More Valuable
(NAPSA)—There’s a reason

more people are giving gift certifi-
cates this holiday season: Shoppers
would rather let their friends, fam-
ily and colleagues decide what pre-
sents they actually need and want. 

Last Christmas alone, Ameri-
cans spent $17 billion on what the
news media dubbed “the first gen-
eration” of gift cards. But now,
with new membership programs
being offered by merchants like
www.dealpass.com, today’s savvier
shoppers can actually save them-
selves money while avoiding the
stress associated with finding the
perfect gift in crowded stores. 

It’s all done through special
online membership programs.
After enrolling for a reasonable
membership fee, shoppers wind
up saving up to 20 percent on
every gift card they buy from a
large array of merchants, includ-
ing brand-name retailers and
leading restaurants. 

“These valuable membership
benefits give you the ability to
save money on holiday gift card
giving and the recipient the free-
dom to buy whatever they want,”
says Sandy Malone, senior consul-
tant for personal savings at
Vertrue Incorporated, a direct-to-
consumer marketing company
based in Stamford, Connecticut. 

Vertrue, in fact, recently re-
leased a study, conducted by Kel-
ton Research, confirming at least
one reason why gift cards are so
popular: 89 percent of Americans
agreed that gift cards allow people
to buy what they truly want or
need. 

For more information, visit
www.dealpass.com.

The newest gift cards let shop-
pers save money and avoid
crowds.

(NAPSA)—Any time of year
can be the right time to make a
contribution toward your garden’s
success.

Each season offers its own rea-
sons for getting certain things
done. Here are a few year-round
tips from Cottage Farms and
Roberta’s Exotic Flowers, both of
which are available through elec-
tronic retailer QVC.

In the fall, prepare planting
beds for spring transplanting. Cut
back dead or withered growth and
remove it from the garden. Till
planting beds and add organic
matter such as compost or
manure. Plant bulbs such as
tulips, daffodils and hyacinths.
Bulbs can continue to be planted
until the ground has frozen. Then
in the spring you can interplant
perennials, shrubs, roses and
annuals in the new beds.

The fall is also a good time to
dig up gladiolus, cannas and
dahlias, which generally do not
survive the winter months. Store
them in a cool area and replant
the following spring. 

In the winter, after growing
season has ended and the ground
has frozen, apply a winter mulch
of shredded leaves, evergreen
boughs or straw to prevent the
roots of young plants from lifting
out of the soil during periods of
alternate freezing and thawing.

Winter can also be a good time
to review your garden results
from the past season and prepare
for the following season’s garden
revisions. Start collecting spring
garden catalogs and gardening
publications in November, Decem-
ber and January so you can plan
out the types of flowers and plants
you’ll want to add as well as make
plans for any needed landscape
design changes. It’s also a time to
prune and shape trees and shrubs

that bloom on the current season’s
growth. 

When spring comes, carefully
loosen the mulch around plants.
Prune spring-blooming shrubs
after they have finished blooming
to remove unwanted growth and to
shape their size. Rake and remove
all leaves, mulch and debris and
let Mother Nature take over.

Summer is the best time to dig
and divide large clumps of spring
and summer-blooming perennials
to either rejuvenate them or
replant new divisions. It’s also
essential to remove weeds from
planting beds, especially during
summer months, because they
compete with your plants for food,
water and light.

A good method to ensure mois-
ture and reduce weeds is to use
mulch throughout your garden. In
early summer, apply a two to four
inch layer of shredded bark, com-
post or other organic mulch
around your plants.

Remember, garden plants and
flowers should not be fertilized
after August. Fertilizing encour-
ages green growth, and at this
time you want your plants to
grow a good root system to make
it through the winter.

More gardening information
and products for the garden are
available by visiting QVC.com or
calling 800-345-1515.

Planting The Seeds Of Success For Your Garden

(NAPSA)—Frigid cold, freezing
rain, poor road conditions and
reduced visibility from heavy or
blowing snow can all make cold-
weather driving extremely haz-
ardous. Here are some tips to help
you avoid unpleasant or danger-
ous situations:

• Keep your vehicle serviced
regularly and the gas tank at
least half full at all times.

• Make sure all other fluids
are topped off, and check
your windshield washer fluid
frequently.

• Make sure your windshield
wipers work well; they may help
you avoid an accident.

• When driving through iso-
lated areas, always let someone
know where you are going, when
you are leaving, and at what time
you expect to arrive.

• Drive more conservatively on
snowy, icy or water-covered roads.
Increase the usual distance
between you and the car ahead of
you. Begin slowing down earlier
than normal.

A number of winter deaths can
be attributed to people being
stranded and venturing too far
from their vehicles. ACDelco urges
stranded motorists to tie a
brightly colored cloth to the
antenna and to stay with their
vehicle. Emergency crews can find
your car a lot easier than they can
find you alone. You will more eas-
ily avoid frostbite and hypother-
mia by staying in the car and out
of the elements. You should also

try to avoid exposure to the cold
and overexertion when attempting
to push your vehicle or shovel
heavy snowdrifts.

Having essential supplies can
help provide some comfort and
safety for you and your passen-
gers should you become stranded.
ACDelco recommends keeping a
Winter Survival Kit in your vehi-
cle at all times. It should include a
charged cell phone, a flashlight, a
shovel, a first-aid kit, maps,
reflectors and flares. You should
also have booster cables, a fire
extinguisher and a tool kit with
screwdrivers, pliers, hammer, util-
ity knife, wrench, a ratchet or
socket set, and rolls of electrical
and duct tape.

ACDelco makes parts for Ford,
Chrysler, Toyota, Nissan, Honda,
GM and practically every other
vehicle on the road today. To find
an ACDelco parts retailer or
certified ACDelco Independent
Service Center near you, log on to
acdelco.com or call 1-800-A-C-
Delco.

Cold Weather Survival Tips For Drivers

Keep supplies on hand for cold-
weather driving.

(NAPSA)—Spaghetti, along
with two other long-shape favo-
rites, fettuccine and bucatini, is
now available with ridges that
add texture and surface area,
allowing each piece to hold more
sauce—which means more sauce
on the pasta, not on the plate. The
innovative pasta, called “Rigati”
(which means “ridged” in Italian),
has a distinctive grooved surface
to capture sauce in a way that
only short pastas such as penne
were able to before. For instance,
traditional spaghetti can only
hold a light marinara sauce, but
Spaghetti Rigati can hold more
robust sauces for enhanced eating
enjoyment, say pasta experts at
Barilla. For rigati recipes, visit
www.barilla.com.

First available in the United
States in 1883, J.A. Henckels’ knives
continue to be a popular cutlery
choice for both amateur and pro-
fessional chefs. In celebrating their
anniversary, the company is offer-
ing special values on several of their
popular knife sets. Zwilling J.A.
Henckels uses highly sophisticated
manufacturing techniques and com-
puter-aided design to manufacture
products of superior craftsmanship
and quality. To learn more, visit
www.jahenckels.com.

Anyone with a love for ice cream
and a heart for children may enjoy
the latest dish on a month-long
fund-raising effort to benefit the
Make-A-Wish Foundation. In

July, also declared National Ice
Cream Month, Cold Stone Cream-
ery will donate a percentage of all
ice cream purchases. To find a
Cold Stone Creamery store, visit
coldstone creamery.com. 

For women heading to the
grill, Elizabeth Karmel, known as
“Queen of the Grill” recommends
her “Grilling Trilogy.” First,
brush food with olive oil, then sea-
son with kosher salt and freshly
ground pepper. According to
Karmel, these three ingredients
and the heat of the grill, bring out
robust flavors, especially in a food
like turkey. Grillers can visit hon
eysucklewhite.com or shadybrook
farms.com for grilling recipes,
tips and doneness temperatures.
While there, you can enter to win
the Dream Culinary & Spa Get-
away to Canyon Ranch Spa and
Resort in Tucson, AZ. A lucky win-
ner will receive a retreat vacation
along with a personal grilling
demonstration from the Queen of
the Grill.

***
Courage is the greatest of all
the virtues. Because if you
haven’t courage, you may not
have an opportunity to use any
of the others.

—Samuel Johnson 
***

***
It is important that students
bring a certain ragamuffin,
barefoot, irreverence to their
studies; they are not here to
worship what is known, but to
question it.

—J. Bronowski 
***




