= HEALTH AWARENESS

Growing Number Of Parents Urging Contacts-
Wearing Kids To Have LASIK Vision Correction

(NAPSA)—It’s normal for par-
ents to be concerned about their
children’s health and well-being.
But Tammy Crane, mother of 21-
year-old Garrett, took a more
active route—something she could
do for her son that would have
both of them worrying less. She
had Garrett get rid of his contacts
by having LASIK.

“Garrett’s broken his glasses
several times and, of course, he
always wants the latest designer
glasses. He would go through con-
tacts like water,” says Tammy.

Ophthalmologists are seeing
growing numbers of parents
encouraging their young adult
children to have LASIK. One rea-
son is the monetary savings. Con-
tacts cost up to $600 annually,
and glasses can run upwards of
$1,200 a pair. Considering that
male eyes stop “growing” at age
21 and female eyes at age 18,
young adults having LASIK in
their early 20s will recoup their
costs well before they hit their
30s. Additionally, the procedure
can last for up to 30 years, mak-
ing the cost savings of LASIK
as compared to contacts and
glasses significant—well into the
thousands.

Tammy was so pleased with the
results of her own LASIK proce-
dure that she knew she wanted
the same for her son. “I had
LASIK four years ago and knew
what a blessing it was,” she says.
“I knew if Garrett had it now, he
could get even more years of enjoy-
ment out of it. I also knew he did-
n’t take proper care of his contacts
and with the recent breakout of
fungal infections, I was worried.”

Among the other LASIK bene-
fits parents find appealing is that
they no longer worry about the
risks associated with their chil-
dren’s poor contact lens hygiene.
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Parents worried about infections
and costs urge kids to have
LASIK with the IntraLase method.

“Garrett told me of different
times when he had stored his con-
tacts in glasses of water. And the
outside of his case was disgusting.
He never changed the solution,”
Tammy says. “In fact, he had a
few minor infections over the
years due to his poor contacts
care.”

For Tammy and Garrett, they
insisted on the most advanced
technology available—LASIK
with the IntralLase Method. Dr.
Daniel Durrie, who did Garrett’s
procedure, commented, “Patients
who have this advanced LASIK
method generally achieve vision
better than 20/20. Additionally,
LASIK with the IntraLase
Method is blade-free, meaning
patients avoid the most serious
and sight-threatening complica-
tions associated with the tradi-
tional metal blade.” The safety
advantage of the IntralLase
Method has given parents such as
Tammy the confidence to allow
their children to have LASIK.

Today, Garrett enjoys a con-
tacts-free lifestyle that includes
his favorite hobbies, such as
canoeing and jet skiing. “It’s awe-
some,” he says. “I opened my eyes
underwater and could see. It was
pretty cool.”





