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(NAPSA)—America’s teachers
have come up with some great
ways to help kids. These efforts,
however, too often go unnoticed
and unrewarded. Even the most
innovative educational programs
may get little recognition or
needed funding.

Innovative teaching is more
than just keeping up with the lat-
est techniques. Teachers are con-
stantly coming up with new ways
to reach students and reconceptu-
alize the classroom setting and
the educational process.

For example, many schools
have found that tablet PCs—
touchscreen computers that can
substitute for paper notebooks—
are a great way to help keep stu-
dents organized and on track, as
well as give instructors the capa-
bility to enhance their lesson
plans with animations and Web
sites. 

Now, some of the most inspira-
tional teachers in the country are
being honored for their efforts in
educating our nation’s youth.
They and their schools have
received grants to support these
ingenious programs.

In one program, financial ser-
vices company ING has been
awarding grants of up to $27,000
to teachers who have achieved
milestones in creative pedagogy.

In cooperation with Scholar-
ship America (formerly Citizen
Scholarship Foundation to Amer-
ica), 100 finalists are selected
each year to receive $2,000
awards. Of the 100 finalists,
three are selected for additional

financial awards—an additional
$25,000 for first place, $10,000
for second and $5,000 for third—
a total of $240,000 awarded annu-
ally nationwide.

ING initiated the Unsung
Heroes Awards in 1995, as a
reflection of its commitment to the
educational community. The
awards are given to K-12 educa-
tors who submit applications
describing projects they have initi-
ated or would like to create. Their
applications are judged on their
innovative teaching methods, cre-
ative educational projects, and the
educational benefits to students.

This year ’s top winner, Jen-
nifer Wise of Tampa, Florida, was
honored for her “Kids and
Canines” program, which teaches
truant, at-risk students life skills

such as commitment, flexibility,
creativity, problem solving, team-
work, and the rewards of giving
back to the community.

Begun five years ago, the “Kids
and Canines” program pairs stu-
dents with golden retriever pup-
pies which they train. The dogs
are then given to individuals with
physical disabilities. Students
who have taken part in “Kids and
Canines” have shown a marked
increase in their school atten-
dance, reading level and math
scores.

“There are so many teachers
today who consistently go above
and beyond to meet the needs of
their students. They are creative,
focused and innovative in their
teaching strategies and in how they
engage students,” said Bill Jasien,
Senior Vice President of ING U.S.
Financial Services. “One of the
great joys we experience in our
work with teachers is seeing these
remarkable programs first-hand.”

Another winner, David Knight
of Heath Springs, S.C., uses televi-
sion to motivate students and
teach a variety of skills. Knight’s
“Learn TV” is a broadcast journal-
ism class where high school stu-
dents work with adults to create
programming for the government
access channel. Students partici-
pate in all aspects of programming,
from selecting content, to scripting
and interviewing to production
activities such as set design.

To learn more about the pro-
gram or to get an application
for  2004, go to www.ing.com/
unsungheroes.

Inspiration And Innovation Help Kids In The Classroom

Teacher Jennifer Wise, one of
100 educators recognized for
innovative and inspiring teach-
ing methods.

(NAPSA)—A surprising major-
ity of American parents are encour-
aging their children to get involved
in community service. Many feel
this is an important life lesson that
kids should be learning in school,
too.  

According to the “Caring About
America” Survey, 58 percent of
parents think community service
should be emphasized as much as
or more than traditional subjects
in their children’s schools. Beyond
the classroom, 70 percent of moms
and dads play an active role by
taking time to volunteer with their
kids. In fact, nearly four out of 10
parents surveyed say they partici-
pate in community service with
their children at least once a
month or more.

This strong influence has not
been lost on their children. Nearly
three-quarters of kids in the U.S.
say their parents are the ones who
taught them the importance of car-
ing about others. 

“It’s encouraging to see parents
leading the way in teaching our
children the importance of giving
back to others in their communi-
ties,” said Betsy Rogers, the 2003
National Teacher of the Year.
“Showing kids the difference they
can make in the world with even
the smallest of gestures is an
invaluable life lesson.”

According to the survey, parents
also can learn a thing or two from
their kids when it comes to opti-
mism. More kids (83 percent) than
parents (68 percent) think the
world we live in is a caring place.
Children also are more apt to fol-
low the “golden rule,” with nearly
half saying they do nice things for
others because they would want to

be treated the same way.
One example of how kids are

exercising the golden rule—and
learning about community service
in the classroom—is the Teaching
Kids to CARE initiative. For this
annual program, more than 130
Doubletree hotels across North
America team with local schools
and youth organizations to intro-
duce more than 4,000 kids to the
concept of social responsibility.

As part of the lesson plan, each
student writes an essay to vote for
a group or organization in their
community to whom they want to
show appreciation by giving them
more than 2,000 chocolate chip
cookies. For this year’s program,
more than 250,000 cookies were
awarded to groups ranging from
doctors and nurses, police, and
firefighters, to orphanages, food
banks and homeless shelters.  

Many of the students also voted
for the U.S. Armed Forces and
shipped “cookie care packages” to
troops stationed in Iraq.

“We believe this program is an
excellent way to teach future gen-
erations about how we all win
when we care for one another,”
commented Dave Horton, senior
vice president, brand management
for the hotels.

Majority Of Parents Support Community 
Service As Part Of School Curriculum

(NAPSA)—What’s the recipe for
success in the kitchen or behind
the barbecue grill? Having the
right ingredients at hand, includ-
ing handy utensils that make carv-
ing and mincing quicker and easier
than ever, say cooking experts at
Zwilling J.A. Henckels. For exam-
ple, a two-piece Gourmet Carving
Set, including Twin 8” Gourmet
Carving Knife and Meat Fork.
The extra-large Carving Board
(14” x 20” x 1”) is reversible—one
side is flat with a moat to catch
juices, while the reverse side has
an oval indentation to hold meat
in place; it also has a moat for
juices. Each side has slots for stor-
ing your carving knife and fork.
For more information, visit
www.jahenckels.com. 

According to Amy Zavatto and
Tony DiDio, authors of The
Renaissance Guide to Wine &
Food Pairing, the best way to
choose wine is to match the main
flavors of your meal. Usually the
best bet is to pair your wine with
your central dish. You need to
match the “weight” of your wine
with the “weight” of your food. In
other words, a full-bodied, highly
tannic Cabernet is a wonderful
accompaniment for roast beef or
brisket, but a light, floral Orvieto
is not.

Pineapple contains varying
amounts of health-promoting
antioxidants including vitamin

C. This workhorse vitamin helps
absorb iron from plant sources,
keep gums and immune systems
healthy and heal cuts and
wounds—all big pluses for active,
growing children. Two slices of
pineapple contain 60 calories and
supply 25 percent of the daily
value of vitamin C. Del Monte
Gold pineapple has a sweeter fla-
vor and richer color compared to
the traditional tangier pineapple
types and a two-slice serving
contains an amazing 150 percent
of the daily value of vitamin C.
For recipes and information
about fresh pineapple,  visit
www.freshdelmonte.com and for
information about 5 A Day The
Color Way visit www.5aday.org
and www.aboutproduce.com.  

Tea is a low-calorie treat that
offers satisfying aroma and fla-
vor, without the sugar associated

with some other beverages, say
experts at Celestial Seasonings.
Treat yourself or someone you
love with the gift of good health.
Brew a cup of Honey Vanilla
Chamomile for a calming
moment, Sleepytime™ to wind
down after a hectic day, or any
variety of tea for natural refresh-
ment. When you choose black or
green tea, you also get a fortify-
ing dose of antioxidants that
support good health. Enhance
your dieting efforts with Celes-
tial Seasonings Wellness Teas—
ruby-red grapefruit-f lavored
Metabo Partner™ and strawberry
citrus Diet Partner™ are two deli-
cious teas made with efficacious
ingredients that can help your
body burn calories. To learn more
about tea’s health benefits, and
find tea recipes or tips, visit
www.celestialseasonings.com.

According to Preston Bailey, event
designer for the stars, heavy party
meals often leave guests with little
room for dessert. Many prefer a del-
icate finishing touch. One idea is to
give guests a taste of a new product
that has recently become available,
such as Godiva’s new Caramel
Nouveau chocolates, a true indul-
gence in terms of both taste and
visual appeal. For a complimentary
home entertaining booklet, or to
sample or purchase the new Caramel
Nouveau collection, visit a Godiva
boutique or www.GODIVA.com.

(NAPSA)—The Web can be a
valuable resource for finding gift
ideas and buying them without
leaving your home. If you really
want to get creative, try Sur-
prise.com which suggests gift
ideas for 342 different types of
people in categories such as
Always Cold, Krispy Kreme
Maniac, Unusual Sense of Humor,
and Lives In A Small Apartment.
Surprise.com, which was named
one of the “Best 50 sites on the
Web” by Time magazine is easy to
use. Online sellers like
Amazon.com offer helpful gift sug-
gestions for different interest
areas such as gardening and cook-
ing. Yahoo Shopping enables you
to shop for gifts across thousands
of online merchants.

A new study among the nation’s
smallest businesses points to ways
to improve our economy. For one
thing, it shows that optimism
about the economy has slipped sig-
nificantly over the past year and
that owners strongly disapprove of
tax laws they believe favor large
corporations over “Main Street”
businesses. The study—conducted
by the National Association for

the Self-Employed (NASE)—cites
deep dissatisfaction with the fed-
eral “self-employment tax” on
health insurance and calls for
further economic reforms aimed
at removing penalties for the
nation’s 16 million smallest
enterprises. According to the
“Self-Employed and the Economy”
survey, the number of micro-busi-
ness owners who say they feel
optimistic about conditions for
their business has fallen from
nearly half (49 percent) in 2002 to
less than a third (31.1 percent) in
late May 2003. 
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