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(NAPSA)—Whether you’re a
college freshman off to school for
the first time or a returning stu-
dent getting ready for a new
semester, preparation is key.

One way to start is by making
sure you have the technology you
need to capture all the new memo-
ries you’ll be making.

That means choosing a camera,
camcorder and printer that can
help to make sure your college
experience is remembered forever.

It Starts With the Camera
A picture may be worth a thou-

sand words but the right picture
can be priceless. These days, that
means in addition to having the
capacity to take great pictures,
the camera should make it easy to
share photos with family and
friends as soon as you take them.

For example, the Canon Power
Shot ELPH 320 HS digital cam-
era features built-in wireless
capabilities. That means brilliant
images and videos can be cap-
tured and quickly shared by sign-
ing up with Canon iMAGE Gate-
way. This allows for linking to
sites such as Facebook, Twitter
and YouTube.

The camera is equipped with a
16.1-megapixel sensor and the
ability to capture Full HD 1080p
video.

Get the Whole Story
When it comes to classes, tak-

ing notes by hand or using an
audio recorder is very last cen-
tury. Now it’s possible to capture
every vivid detail of your profes-
sor’s lesson in Full HD video for
up to three hours with the Canon
VIXIA HF R30.

With the camera’s 51x ad-
vanced zoom, users can get a
close-up view of the action while
the SuperRange Optical Image
Stabilization and Intelligent IS

provide assurance that the high-
lights will be steady and clear.

Let’s Make it Last
Once all of these images and

videos are captured, the next step
is to bring them to life. The Canon
PIXMA MG4220 Wireless Photo
All-In-One Printer and SELPHY
CP900 Wireless Compact Photo
Printer make it easy to print
beautiful images thanks to their
wireless capabilities.

When using the Canon Easy-
PhotoPrint application with com-
patible Apple and Android devices,
users can unlock the images
trapped on the devices to be
printed in a short amount of time.

With “My Image Garden” soft-
ware, photos stored on computers
can be easily organized into three
categories—Calendar, Event and
People—so they can be easily
accessed.

Canon has also developed the
“Print Your Days” Facebook appli-
cation. It allows those users, while
on their Facebook page, to print
one single photo or combine a maxi-
mum of five images into one collage
from their Facebook photo albums.

For more information, visit the
Canon U.S.A. website at
www.usa.canon.com.

Capturing And Keeping Tomorrow’s Memories

These days, having the right cam-
era means the camera can take
great photos and make it easy to
share those photos with family
and friends.

(NAPSA)—Individuals, groups
and businesses in communities
around the country can be heroes
to some of the most admired peo-
ple in America.

That’s because there’s now an
easy way to help firefighters edu-
cate children and save lives.

The Problem
Every year, fire departments in

the United States respond to more
than 350,000 home fires, resulting
in at least 2,500 deaths and more
than 12,000 injuries.

“We see fire-related injuries
that might have been prevented if
the victims had received fire
safety tips, installed working
smoke alarms or practiced an
escape plan,” explained James M.
Shannon, president of the
National Fire Protection Associa-
tion (NFPA).

“Our first line of protection is
educating the community,” said
Shannon. “But tight municipal
budgets mean less money for edu-
cational materials.” NFPA is a
worldwide leader in fire, electri-
cal, building, and life safety and is
the program’s sponsor.

What You Can Do
That’s where community mem-

bers like you come in. Through a
registry called Sparky’s Wish List:
Partnering for Fire-Safe Commu-
nities, community members can
provide critical educational
resources and materials. These
materials are used by firefighters
to educate children in fire safety
and prevention during classroom
visits, teach older adults in the
community, provide lifesaving
information to people with disabil-
ities or reach out to residents dur-
ing a fire station open house—
especially during the annual Fire
Prevention Week (October 7 to 13,
2012). The registry is named for
Sparky the Fire Dog, NFPA’s offi-
cial mascot and spokesdog. He vis-
its schools and participates in
community events to spread fire
safety messages, often accompa-
nied by his firefighter friends.

“Sparky’s Wish List is designed
to help close the gap between
what fire departments can afford
and what they need to educate on
fire safety,” said Shannon.

Stay Safe at Home
For example, fire departments

distribute colorful workbooks and
posters to schoolchildren and
brochures to adults with the offi-
cial Fire Prevention Week mes-
sage: Have 2 Ways Out! Messages
taught include:

Plan your fire escape.
•Walk through your home and

plan two ways out of every room.
One way out will be the door, and
the second way out may be a win-
dow.

•Inspect to be sure you have
working smoke alarms on every
level of your home, inside each
bedroom and outside each sleep-
ing area. For the best protection,
interconnect the smoke alarms so
when one sounds, they all sound.

•Make sure everyone knows
the sound of the smoke alarm.

•Choose an outside meeting
place a safe distance from your
home where everyone will meet.

•Make plans for anyone who
has a disability or needs help
escaping.

Practice your home fire
escape drill.

•Have a home fire escape plan
and have an escape drill twice a
year.

•Hold escape drills during the
day and at night.

•If children or others don’t
wake when the smoke alarm
sounds, assign someone to wake
them up.

When the smoke alarm
sounds, get outside and stay
outside!

•Leave immediately and go
right to your outside meeting
place.

•Don’t go back inside for any
reason.

•Once you’re safely outside,
call the fire department from your
cell phone or a neighbor’s phone.

•Tell firefighters if any people
or pets are trapped in the home.

How It Works
Fire departments put the wish

list together by creating a profile
and clicking boxes to indicate the
materials they need. Donors can
purchase those materials by
searching for their department’s
registry. The materials will be sent
directly to the fire department.
Tools and resources are also avail-
able for departments to learn how
to spread the word to the commu-
nity and engage potential donors.

Further Facts
You can learn more, including

how to help, at www.sparkyswish
list.org/give and (800) 344-3555.
The deadline for donations is
quickly approaching.

Help Our Heroes Keep Our Community Fire Safe

Firefighters can better teach
schoolchildren about safety when
their communities contribute
toward supplies and materials.

Reduce The Threat Of
West Nile Virus

Deaths at New High and Climbing
(NAPSA)—Late summer and

early fall are when West Nile–
infected mosquitoes are most active,
and they will surely add to the more
than 2,000 cases and increasing
number of deaths already reported.
There is one simple step you can
take to greatly reduce your risk of
contracting this often-fatal disease:
Eliminate all standing water on your
property.

According to the Centers for
Disease Control, this is essential.
Empty any pots, barrels and con-
tainers at least weekly. Since the CDC
advises that gutters are usually the
leading source of standing water, you
may want to consider replacing your
gutters with Rainhandler, a system
for handling roof runoff that elimi-
nates standing water.

It’s a set of seven aluminum
louvers that take the roof runoff
and convert it to gentle rain-sized
drops, which are spread in a
swath three feet wide away from
your home. It requires no clean-
ing or maintenance and there is
no ground erosion.

Rainhandler has a one-year,
money-back guarantee and a 25-
year warranty. To learn more,
visit www.rainhandler.com or call
800-942-3004.

To reduce the threat of West Nile
virus, it’s important to eliminate
areas of standing water where
mosquitoes can breed.

The bird with the longest feathers is the Onagadori, a domestic strain
of Red Jungle Fowl. Its feathers span more than 34 feet.

(NAPSA)—Buying a used car is
becoming an increasingly common
practice. In fact, it’s estimated
that just over three used cars are
now purchased for every new one
sold.

However, just because many
people do it, doesn’t mean it’s easy
to find the used car that’s right for
you. Fortunately, doing a little
homework before buying can keep
a driver on the road to safety, sav-
ings and satisfaction.

To help, here are a few tips from
the experts at AutoTrader.com and
OnStar:

•Consider purchasing a
certified preowned vehicle:
Certified preowned vehicles usu-
ally come with extended war-
ranties and have been thoroughly
inspected before being sold.

•Make sure the vehicle
you’re considering is func-
tional for everyone who will
be traveling in it: If searching
for a used family vehicle, bring
the whole family on an extended
test-drive to make sure everyone
is comfortable with the vehicle. If
you have small children, make
sure child safety seats fit and can
easily be installed in the vehicle.

• Purchase a vehicle history
report report and have the vehi-
cle inspected by a qualified
mechanic: By taking both of these

actions, you will reduce the chance
of unexpected issues later on down
the road.

•Ask about promotional pro-
grams: Many manufacturers offer
specific incentives to purchase their
used vehicles. For instance, buyers
of used GM vehicles equipped with
OnStar are eligible to receive a three-
month free trial of its Directions &
Connections package, which includes
turn-by-turn navigation, automatic
crash response, remote door unlock,
hands-free calling and more.

•Secure your financing in
advance: Because used vehicle
loans can vary when it comes to
interest rates, visit a bank or
credit union before making a final
decision so you can be sure you’re
receiving the best interest rate.

•Don’t negotiate price

based on what you want your
monthly payment to be: Month-
ly payments can always be low-
ered to fit your budget by extend-
ing the length of the loan.
Negotiations should be made
based on the price of the car,
rather than the monthly payment.

•The sale process continues
past the acceptance of an offer:
After both parties agree upon an
appropriate price, dealers usually
will offer extra accessories and ser-
vices you might not be interested
in. Be sure to stand firm and make
it clear that you are not interested
in paying more than the previously
agreed upon price.

For more information on
OnStar, visit www.OnStar.com.

For more information on Auto-
Trader, visit www.AutoTrader.com.

What You Need To Know When Buying A Used Car

Doing a little homework before
buying a used car can keep a dri-
ver on the road to safety, savings
and satisfaction.

When buying a used car, make
sure the vehicle you’re considering
is suitable for everyone who will be
traveling in it on a regular basis.




