B Biblical Wisdom

Helping Children Cope With Trouble

By Dr. Eugene Habecker

(NAPSA)—Aidan Fontana is a
six-year-old New Yorker. Last
year, according to a recent New
York Times article, Aidan devel-
oped a peculiar habit. While work-
ing in his kindergarten class, he
kept building twin towers of
blocks, only to have them collapse.

It was a dangerous habit that
upset his teacher. Aidan, of course,
always survived af-
ter his blocks would
collapse. He would
do this routinely, all
the while wondering
if he had been in a
different place on a
fateful September
day last year whe-
ther he could have
found a way to save his father,
Dave Fontana, of the New York
City Fire Department Squad 1 of
Brooklyn.

America’s children awoke to a
different world last September 11.
A few thousand, like Aidan, are
coping with the death of moms
and dads, men and women who
were simply going about their
business as firefighters, police
officers, secretaries, stock brokers
and airline passengers. Millions
more saw the pictures on televi-
sion and know their country is a
lot less secure than it used to be.

Still, we at the American Bible
Society are confident the Scrip-
tures can provide a way for young
people to find confidence and hope
in what now seems to be a trou-
bled future. The events we are
planning to observe September
11—a tribute to heroes past, pre-
sent and future to be held at Bible
House in Manhattan, just a few
miles from the demolished Twin
Towers—will focus on Psalm 23.
We are encouraging Americans to
reflect upon the words of the
psalmist and how they may be
applied as consolation for our
troubled children:

“I may walk through valleys as
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dark as death, but I won’t be
afraid. You are with me, and your
shepherd’s rod makes me feel safe.”
(Contemporary English version.)

Like millions across the coun-
try that day, we will be reflecting
in concrete ways about how God
consoles us even as we trod
through dangerous turf. Com-
poser David Pack has written
original music to accompany
Psalm 23 and will perform it for
our friends and benefactors. We
will also be distributing Scrip-
ture, walking in prayer proces-
sions and hearing inspiring
words from Lisa Jefferson, the
telephone operator who prayed
with Todd Beamer, a passenger
on the flight that crashed in
Pennsylvania September 11.

Our building will be decorated
with art projects from children
around the country, providing a
creative look at how Psalm 23
speaks to America’s youth. Lead-
ers of Police Officers for Christ
and Fire Fighters for Christ will
also offer inspiring testimonies.

Many will be watching on tele-
vision as our political leaders
mark the solemn anniversary in
New York, Washington and other
cities. But we want the world to
know what we’re doing because
we believe so strongly that Psalm
23 can provide the kind of solid
building block that will never col-
lapse. Those wishing to obtain
copies of Psalm 23 set to music
are invited to visit www.american-
bible.org.
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