
12

(NAPSA)—One way to keep
your home at a comfortable tem-
perature without your heating
and cooling bills going sky high
can be found underground.

Geothermal systems are among
the most efficient, energy-saving,
environmentally conscious ways
to climate control around. A geo-
thermal heat pump can give you
years of reliable, safe home com-
fort at a low operating cost. Here
are a few of the benefits:

Enhanced Comfort
Geothermal systems can pro-

vide precise distribution of com-
fortable air all year long, eliminat-
ing hot spots and cold spots.
During heating, you’ll experience
warm air without the hot blasts
associated with ordinary gas fur-
naces or the cooler air of an air-
source heat pump. Additionally,
when cooling, geothermal systems
deliver cool, dehumidified air.

Quiet
The system can be a comfort to

your ears as well. Unlike ordinary
air conditioners or heat pumps,
there’s no noisy outdoor unit to
disturb your outdoor living—or
your neighbors.

Reliable
You can comfortably count on

the system lasting a good long
time. Unlike air conditioners and
heat pumps, geothermal systems
are installed indoors, so they’re
not subject to the wear and tear of
rain, snow, ice, debris, extreme
temperatures or vandalism.

Environmentally Friendly
You can even feel comfortable

about their effect on the envi-
ronment. According to the Depart-
ment of Energy and the Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency, geo-
thermal systems are the most
environmentally friendly way to
heat and cool your home. They
emit no carbon dioxide, carbon
monoxide or other greenhouse
gases, which are considered to be
major contributors to environmen-
tal air pollution. They are simply
a natural, green heat pump.

Lower Operating Cost
The low cost can also be a com-

fort. A geothermal system from
WaterFurnace operates more effi-
ciently than ordinary heating and
air-conditioning systems because
it can deliver an astounding five
units of energy for every one unit
of electrical energy used. By com-
bining stored earth energy with
safe electric power, many home-
owners who have this system real-
ize savings of up to 70 percent for
heating, cooling, and hot water.

Learn More
For further comforting facts

and stats, you can visit www.
waterfurnace.com or call (800)
436-7283.

Geothermal: A Comfortable Way To Cut Costs

Geothermal heating and cooling
can keep your home at a comfort-
able temperature without sending
costs through the roof.

(NAPSA)—When you get down
to it, the pristine beauty and edu-
cational advantages of America’s
national parks depend on a lot of
vehicles and their tires. In fact,
one such park runs some 466 vehi-
cles, including 267 light trucks, 63
passenger cars, 75 heavy trucks,
three agricultural vehicles and 58
earthmovers.

Fortunately for the park (and
the taxpayers), Michelin North
America, Inc. donates tires for the
majority of its fleet. This also sup-
ports critical environmental goals
and fiscal savings. The tire com-
pany is a corporate partner of the
Yellowstone Park Foundation, the
official and only fundraising orga-
nization for the park.

The tires help Yellowstone cut
both costs and its use of raw
materials and lower fuel consump-
tion through industry-leading
green tire technology. This is sig-
nificant considering that, on aver-
age, Yellowstone vehicles travel
3.75 million miles per year on the
park’s more than 420 miles of
roadways.

In addition, the company regu-
larly sends field engineers to help
the park optimize tire use for bet-
ter fuel economy and performance.
The training it provides on han-
dling specialized tires has led to
improved performance, efficiency
and safety, and a considerable
reduction in maintenance costs.

“By saving Yellowstone over a
quarter million dollars each year,
Michelin’s exceptional generosity
allows the park to divert the funds
it saves to other important projects,
and maximize its resources,” says
Karen Bates Kress, Yellowstone
Park Foundation president.

For example:
•A new tread design that gives

the park year-round use of just
one tire for snow, ice, mud and
bare pavement. The reduction
(estimated at 60 percent) in tires
that need to be “chained up” in
winter saves tire wear, labor and
fleet downtime.

•In keeping with its 113-year
history of creating maps and
travel guides, the tire company
publishes “The Yellowstone Park
Foundation’s Official Guide to
Yellowstone National Park.”
This 106-page book represents
one of the most in-depth guides
to the park. It’s sold at Yellow-
stone and at Amazon.com and
BarnesandNoble.com. Proceeds
go to the Yellowstone Park
Foundation.

All together, through its dona-
tions and work, the tire company
helps Yellowstone save some
$275,000 to $300,000 a year.

Learn More
You can find further facts at

www.michelin-us.com and www.
ypf.org.

Helping Keep Yellowstone Green

Special tires donated to Yellow-
stone Park for its many vehicles
save taxpayers the price of 3,840
gallons a year of diesel fuel and
3,820 gallons a year of gasoline.

Wild About Wildlife
(NAPSA)—Ecotourism’s grow-

ing foothold in the tourism indus-
try is driving travelers to seek out
destinations for exploration rather
than just escape.

One popular spot is Sarasota
County on southwest Florida’s
Gulf Coast. In addition to a vi-
brant arts, cultural and culinary
scene and “best beaches” reputa-
tion (Dr. Beach, 2011), there are
numerous ways to enjoy the area’s
natural beauty and unspoiled
sites.

To help, an updated edition of
the “Discover Natural Sarasota”
guide provides facts and tips on
this region’s natural paradise
(home of Ringling Brothers and
Barnum & Bailey Circus).

Developed with parks and
nature groups, the booklet in-
forms visitors about hiking, walk-
ing, running, paddle sports,
cycling, wildlife viewing, birding,
fishing, parks, preserves and
other natural places. Each section
has an overview, top spots, fre-
quently asked Q&A and an “Ask a
Local” column.

To learn more, go to www.visit
sarasota.org. The guides are lo-
cated at the Official Visitor Infor-
mation Center, 701 N. Tamiami
Trail, Sarasota, FL 34236.

Visitors flocking to Florida’s
Sarasota County are discovering
the region’s natural paradise.
Above, a sandhill crane at
Myakka River State Park.

(NAPSA)—Dr. Omur Cinar
Elci, Chair of St. George’s Univer-
sity’s Department of Public
Health and Preventive Medicine,
says it’s wise to wash your hands
frequently when you travel. Learn
more at www.sgu.edu.

* * *
Anaphylaxis is a life-threaten-

ing allergic reaction. The first-line
treatment is epinephrine, yet too
many people don’t know who to
administer it. To learn more, go to
the Mylan site: ready2go.com.

(NAPSA)—Mobile PERS de-
vices can increase peace of mind
for seniors and their loved ones,
advises senior safety expert Den-
nis Boyle of MobileHelp. Learn
more at www.mobilehelp.com and
1-800-761-9185.

* * *
As part of their commitment to

introduce more American youths
to the excitement of science,
National 4-H Council and Hughes
Net launched a nationwide video
contest, inviting young people to
explain why they love science.
Learn more at www.4-h.org/4h
futurescientist.

* * *
Small and medium-size busi-

nesses lose time and money by hav-
ing too many cloud apps. Fortunately,
you can get multiple services with
one control panel, one bill, one source
of support from Intermedia’s Office
in the Cloud. Learn more at Inter
media.net/1000CloudApps.

* * *
In this increasingly competitive

higher education market, “business
as usual” just doesn’t cut it.
Developing a strong brand that truly
represents all your HBCU has to
offer is the first step. Learn more at
www.vitalinkweb.com/ hbcugrow/ or
e-mail info@vitalinkweb.com.

* * *
A power outage that lasts over

four hours can start to cost a home-
owner money—from lost frozen goods
to expenses for staying at a hotel or
eating out. To learn about the ben-
efits of backup power systems, visit
www.generac.com.

* * *
As a national insurer that

believes in helping consumers get
smarter about insurance and risk
management, Farmers offers tips
and consumer-friendly insights at
www.farmers.com/inner-circle. For
more information about Farmers,
visit www.farmers.com or www.
Facebook.com/FarmersInsurance.

The first nylon-bristled toothbrush with a plastic handle was invented
in 1938.The electric toothbrush first appeared in 1939.

U.S. and Japanese studies have found that black or green tea has
antibacterial powers that may help prevent cavities and gum disease.

Those who don’t floss miss cleaning 35 percent of the surface of
their teeth.




