Consumer Gorner

Hints For Used-Car Buyers: Avoiding Odometer Fraud

(NAPSA)—Used-car buyers
could avoid being taken for a ride
if they watch out for odometer
fraud.

Odometer fraud—or the illegal
act of rolling back a vehicle’s
odometer to make buyers think it
has fewer miles than it actually
does—costs consumers billions of
dollars annually. In fact, the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) esti-
mates the crime leads to the
fraudulent sale of more than
450,000 cars every year.

Equally troubling is that digital
odometers, once thought to be the
solution to odometer fraud, seem to
actually be easier to tamper with
than traditional odometers.

“Unscrupulous people using
relatively inexpensive software
and devices—actually legal for
recalibrating faulty odometers—
can reprogram digital odometers,”
explains Larry Gamache of Car-
fax. “The value of a car can drop
by as much as $5,000 if odometer
fraud is detected.”

Fortunately, there are ways to
protect yourself from odometer
fraud:

* Ask to see the vehicle’s title
and compare mileage on it with
the vehicle’s odometer.

* Compare the mileage on the
odometer with the mileage indi-
cated on the vehicle’s mainte-
nance inspection records. Also,
search for oil-change and mainte-
nance stickers on windows or door
frames, in the glove box and
under the hood.
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Digital odometers, once thought
to be the solution to odometer
fraud, seem to actually be easier
to tamper with.

* Request a Carfax Vehicle
History Report to check for
odometer discrepancies in the
vehicle’s history. If the seller
doesn’t have a report, you can
use the car’s VIN number to
order one online.

¢ Check that the numbers on
the odometer gauge are aligned
correctly. If they’re crooked, con-
tain gaps or jiggle when you
bang on the dash with your
hand, you may want to walk
away.

e Examine the tires. If the
odometer shows 20,000 or fewer
miles, the car should have the
original tires.

* Look at the wear and tear on
the vehicle—especially the gas,
brake and clutch pedals—to be
sure it seems consistent with and
appropriate for the number of
miles indicated on the odometer.

For more information, visit
www.carfax.com.





