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(NAPSA)—She’s a nurturer, con-
fidante, role model—it’s difficult to
use just one word to describe the love
of a mom. From daily challenges to
momentous occasions, she’s been
there every step of the way. Mother’s
Day is an opportunity to express how
you feel and celebrate mom for who
she is.

This year, you can deliver a smile
with beautiful arrangements from 1-
800-Flowers.com filled with all the
flowers she loves. The world’s leading
florist and gift shop offers a variety of
gifts including Make Mom’s Day, a
gorgeous, garden-inspired arrange-
ment of peach and pink roses, monte
casino and more. The arrangement is
artistically hand-designed by 1-800-
Flowers.com florists in a white ceramic
pitcher. For additional information,
please visit www.1800Flowers.com.

Or you can sweeten her day with
decadent gifts from Cheryl’s! The
gourmet cookie brand’s Cookie
Flower Garden is a yummy assort-
ment of buttercream-frosted flower
and butterfly-shaped cut-out cook-
ies, arranged in a white picket
fence–inspired container. In addi-
tion, the delicious treats are coupled

with seeds for mom to plant forget-
me-not flowers in her garden!
Available at www.Cheryls. com.

1-800-Baskets.com is brewing up

Mother’s Day smiles with Modern
Mom’s Tea Basket. The deluxe gift bas-
ket is filled with a mini- teapot and
refreshing springtime goodies includ-
ing assorted tea- time sweets and
Twinings® Darjeeling Tea. For more
details, visit www.1800Baskets.com.

For more gift ideas to celebrate
mom this Mother’s Day, visit 1-800-
Flowers.com and its suite of brands
at www.1800Flowers.com.

Give Mom The Very Best

Make Mom’s Day

Cookie Flower Garden

Modern Mom’s Tea Basket

(NAPSA)—When it comes to
your taxes, marriage changes
everything. From choosing the
correct filing status to determin-
ing what is and is not taxable, tax
time can bring some unwanted
stress if you’ve been recently mar-
ried or divorced.

To help, here are some tips:
•Choose the right filing sta-

tus. Your filing status determines
most of the amounts on your tax
return, including tax bracket,
exemptions and eligibility for
credits and deductions.

Your choice of status ultimately
depends on whether you are mar-
ried or unmarried on the last day
of the tax year—generally, Decem-
ber 31. If you are still in the
process of going through a divorce,
then you are still considered mar-
ried. The IRS only considers you
unmarried if you have a final
decree of divorce or separate
maintenance at the end of the
year.

Unmarried persons generally
use the single filing status. How-
ever, you can file as head of house-
hold if a qualified dependent lives
with you.

Married persons can file either
jointly or separately. When filing
jointly, the income and deductions
of both spouses are combined on
one return. Filing a joint return
means both of you are liable for
any tax liability, even if only one
of you earned the income.

While filing separate returns
relieves you from liability of your
spouse’s tax, your tax rate is gen-
erally higher and you won’t be
allowed to claim certain credits,
including the Earned Income
Credit and education credits.

DIY tax preparation solutions
can help you weigh the benefits
and costs for each married filing
status. A popular and affordable
product, TaxACT Deluxe, pre-
pares a joint vs. separate report
that breaks down your return by
both statuses to help you choose
the most advantageous.

•Not all costs of marriage
or divorce are deductible. You
cannot deduct the costs of getting
married or divorced. You can, how-
ever, deduct any legal fees you
paid for tax advice related to
divorce and any legal fees you
paid to receive alimony.

•Know the rules about ali-
mony and child support. Ali-
mony is payment written into the
divorce papers for the purpose of
supporting the recipient spouse.
Child support, on the other hand,
is a payment from the noncusto-
dial parent to the custodial par-
ent, intended to give the child a
lifestyle similar to what it was
before the divorce.

Alimony you receive is taxable
income and must be included as
income on your tax return.
Remember to give your Social
Security number to your former
spouse to avoid a $50 penalty.

Alimony you pay is deductible,
even if you don’t itemize deduc-
tions. You must include your for-
mer spouse’s Social Security num-
ber on your tax return in order to
claim the deduction.

•Save time and money now
and next year. If your name has
changed, remember the names on
your tax return must match the
names the Social Security Admin-
istration has on file. If the infor-
mation does not match, the IRS
will likely reject your return.

Just because your marriage
status changes doesn’t mean you
can’t do your own taxes. Afford-
able, and even free, Web products
and mobile apps will guide you.
Solutions such as TaxACT provide
explanations and tips in Life
Events, and check your return for
errors and missed savings.

It pays to think ahead. Review
and adjust your withholding via
Form W-4 to prevent a large tax
bill next year.

Learn more at www.irs.gov and
www.taxact.com/taxinfo. Try Tax-
ACT risk-free at www.taxact.com.

How Marriage And Divorce Can Impact Your Taxes

The filing status you can choose
for your tax return ultimately
depends on your marriage status
on the last day of the tax year—
generally, December 31.

(NAPSA)—Development pro-
grams that promote a better life
for the people in the region con-
tinue to be one of the most effec-
tive ways to combat extremism.

That was one of the key themes
expressed by Morocco’s King Mo-
hammed VI this past February
and March when he took his mes-
sage of cooperation, prosperity and
security, and Morocco’s expertise,
on an official visit to neighboring
countries in West Africa—Mali,
Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, and Gabon.

In his keynote speech at the
first-ever Moroccan-Ivorian Eco-
nomic Forum in Côte d’Ivoire’s capi-
tal, Abidjan, King Mohammed
urged Africa to “take its destiny in
its own hands” and said that “Africa
should learn to trust Africa.” He
vowed that “a vibrant, developed
Africa is not merely a dream for
tomorrow; it can be a reality today,
provided we take action.”

Cooperation Agreements
The many bilateral cooperation

agreements, covering a broad
range of sectors, signed between
Morocco and each of the four
countries clearly show that the
King meant what he said. More
than 80 agreements resulted from
the trip—17 in Mali, 26 in Côte
d’Ivoire, 21 in Guinea, and 24 in
Gabon. Morocco committed with
each of the countries to work
together on everything from agri-
culture, manufacturing and fi-
nance to housing, education, reli-
gion, food security, and health.

There will be joint ventures on
fertilizer plants, a flour mill and
hospitals; tax-law changes to spur
increased trade; construction of
affordable housing; and more
scholarships for vocational and

higher education in Morocco for
African students.

Promoting Stability
Varied as they are, the agree-

ments have the same goal: to
improve the quality of life of citi-
zens and promote stability and
economic success. As Ambassador
Michael Battle, U.S. Department
of State, put it, “Morocco is setting
the pace by showing how African
countries which are prosperous
can be responsive to African coun-
tries which are in the process of
becoming prosperous.”

Morocco, led by King Moham-
med VI and the country’s go-
vernment, financial and civil society
leaders, continues to demonstrate
that Africans working with Africans
to improve people’s lives is one of
the best ways to ensure stability
and stop the spread of extremism
and violence in the region, which is
in everybody’s best interest. Policies
such as this are what continue to
make Morocco a good partner, to
African nations and to the U.S., in
both words and in deeds.

This information is conveyed by
Beckerman on behalf of the Gov-
ernment of Morocco. Further infor-
mation is available at the U.S.
Department of Justice.

Morocco: Promoting Cooperation And Stability

Morocco’s King Mohammed VI
greets crowd with new President
of Mali.

(NAPSA)—The oil extracted
from canola plants is among the
most healthful in the world. Of all

common cooking oils, canola con-
tains the least saturated fat (7
percent)—half that of olive oil (15
percent)—and the most plant-
based omega-3 fat (11 percent).

(NAPSA)—Brookdale senior
living solutions are designed to
provide the highest-quality service,
care and living accommodations for

their residents. Now, they’re part-
nered with the American Assisted
Living Nurses Association to do
even more. Learn more at www.
brookdale.com, www.alnursing.org
and (855) 444-7658.

The pink and white lady’s slipper
is the state flower of Minnesota
and one of its rarest wildflowers.
It can take up to 16 years to pro-
duce its first bloom.

The mountain laurel, the state
flower of both Connecticut and
Pennsylvania, is actually a type of
evergreen shrub.

***
Half the interest of a garden is the constant exercise of the imag-
ination.

—Mrs. C.W. Earle
***

***
No two gardens are the same. No two days are the same in one
garden.

—Hugh Johnson
***

***
Despite the gardener’s best intentions, Nature will improvise.

—Michael P. Garafalo
***

***
Many things grow in the garden that were never sown there.

—Thomas Fuller
***

***
In order to live off a garden, you practically have to live in it.

—Frank McKinney Hubbard
***




