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(NAPSA)—There are a number
of things to consider when decid-
ing what backup power solution
will work best for your home.

Here are some tips to help you
make the best choice when select-
ing a standby generator.

1) Who Makes It?—Be aware
of the company’s reputation and
leadership in the generator cate-
gory. It helps to choose a brand
that is solely focused on genera-
tors to ensure you are getting a
quality product from a trusted
company.

2) Exterior Shell—Be sure
the external enclosure, or casing,
of the generator has easy access
for servicing. Hinged enclosures
are best. Choose a generator with
a rust-resistant shell, ensuring
longer life of the generator.

3) Sound Levels—Consider
the sound decibel of the generator
to ensure your generator won’t
wake your family at night or
interrupt your favorite television
program. Most reputable standby
generators will sound similar to
an air-conditioning compres-
sor…or even quieter. 

4) Engine Basics/Sizing—Just
like a car, the generator’s engine is
its heart. Smaller-size generators
use air-cooled engines while larger
ones use liquid-cooled engines with
separate cooling systems. 

Look for engines built for
heavy-duty generator usage and
not adapted from other products.
The better engines have longer
service intervals, requiring oil
changes after every 200 hours of
service or longer. 

Beware of the electrical load
your generator says it can handle.
Do your math! Be sure the power
of the generator matches the power
needed to back up the circuits and
appliances in the home you want
to back up. Customizable solutions
should always be an option.

5) Warranty—A quality gener-
ator company will always offer
warranty flexibility that fits best
with your needs and budget.

6) Transfer Switches—These
devices transfer your home’s elec-
trical load from the utility line to
the generator in the event of a
power outage. They should be
matched correctly to the generator
size and the amount of electrical
load you expect the generator to
back up, and they need to comply
with local electrical building codes. 

7) True, Clean Power—All
generators create harmonic dis-
tortion, which can interfere with
sensitive electronic equipment
like plasma televisions and com-
puters. The best generators pro-
duce less than 5 percent total
harmonic distortion.

8) Dealer Network—A well-
trained and well-qualified dealer is
important not only when you first
purchase and install the generator
but for years afterward for routine
maintenance and service. Make
sure the dealer you choose is very
familiar with standby generators
and has an electrical background.

For more than 50 years, Gen-
erac has been in the business of
making generators for both homes
and businesses. To find the right
generator to meet your needs,
visit www.Generac.com and take
advantage of the user-friendly siz-
ing tool. 

How To Choose The Right Standby Generator

The best generators today are
homeowner friendly and should
work just as easily as a normal
kitchen appliance. 

(NAPSA)—This year, many
families are searching for creative
ways to entertain at home without
breaking the bank. According to
lifestyle expert Savvy Mommy®

Victoria Pericon, with some care-
ful planning and preparation, cel-
ebrating the holidays on a budget
can be just as memorable as a
more elaborate affair.  

“During the hectic holiday sea-
son, everyone is looking for easy
ways to bring more fun time into
their homes and keep the whole
family entertained,” says Pericon.
“But when watching your wallet,
it’s important to resist the temp-
tation to go overboard. Instead,
focus on creating experiences
that foster togetherness and
make memories that will last a
lifetime.” 

Pericon, together with Microsoft,
offers the following tips to maxi-
mize the family fun this season
without racking up the dreaded
post–New Year’s debt:

Go Big—At Home
When it comes to holiday shop-

ping, a recent survey noted that
nearly half of Americans will give
one large family gift this year as
opposed to many smaller individual
items.* According to Pericon, you’ll
get more bang for your buck with a
gift that has something for everyone
in the family, such as a new com-
puter, TV or entertainment console.
She suggests an Xbox 360, which
provides the biggest and best selec-
tion of games, thousands of movies
for instant high-definition (HD)

streaming, access to Facebook and
Twitter and everyone’s favorite
music on Last.fm—right from the
living room. For the cost of taking a
family of four out to the movies a
few times, pick up the Xbox 360
Elite Holiday Bundle featuring an
Xbox 360 Elite console and two free
games and access to entertainment
whenever you want it, all year
round.

Breathe New Life 
Into the Party

Everyday items around the
house are all you need to throw a
fabulous holiday soiree. Consider
hosting a white elephant gift
exchange where guests gather to
trade inexpensive, humorous items
they have no desire to keep. Or,
throw a potluck party and chal-
lenge guests to bring a dish using
only the ingredients they have on
hand in their kitchen. Once the
party is in full swing, break out the
new musical Xbox 360 games

“Lips: Number One Hits” or “The
Beatles™: Rock Band™.” Even the
most reserved guests will unleash
their inner rock stars.

Create New Traditions
Coming together as a family to

create lasting memories doesn’t
have to leave you strapped for
cash. Pick a night to decorate
cookies together, play cards or get
a competitive game of flag football
going out in the yard. After a big
holiday meal, Pericon likes to set-
tle down and watch a movie on
Xbox 360 with her family. With a
huge selection of instantly stream-
ing HD movies from Netflix and
Zune video, it’s like having a
movie theater in your home with-
out the parking hassles, long lines
or outrageous ticket prices.

Connect Without the 
Cost of Travel

With travel costs rising and
budgets shrinking, not everyone
will be able to make it home for
the holidays this year. So at this
year’s gathering, pass around a
digital camera and snap photos to
share with friends and family
members who couldn’t be there to
celebrate with you. With an Xbox
LIVE Gold Membership, you can
send pictures of the kids to
grandma over Facebook, tweet
about how Aunt Susan made her
famous gingersnaps, and even
arrange a Netflix Movie Party to
virtually watch your favorite sup-
ported flicks with friends from
afar. (A Netflix unlimited mem-
bership is also required.)

Bringing Entertainment Home For The Holidays

The holidays traditionally bring
friends and family together, so
take advantage of these nontradi-
tional ways to experience more
fun time at home.

* “Microsoft Holiday Technology Omnibus.” Survey. 21-24, August 2009.

(NAPSA)—Cosmetology is a
career highly in demand and one of
the most rewarding. It allows a
person to express creativity while
helping others look and feel better
about themselves.

According to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, the need for cos-
metologists is expected to grow
faster than average in the next 10
years.

That’s why many more people
today are considering this field for
a career or career change. To be a
hairstylist or cosmetologist, a per-
son must be licensed by the state
where he or she wants to work. To
get that license, they usually need
to attend a licensed cosmetology
school. The better cosmetology
schools require a high school
diploma and students must be at
least 16.

Choosing the right school is
very important as it provides the
basis for a lifelong career. The
chosen school should be recog-
nized by area salons as teaching
practical skills such as haircut-
ting and finishing, hair coloring,
chemical reforming, nail care and
spa services. 

As important is the availabil-
ity of loans and scholarships, job
referrals to leading salons, refer-
ences and advanced education
opportunities.

For example, the more than 300
USA schools offering a Pivot Point-
based education are prescreened
by this world leader in cosmetology
education to ensure they provide
both experience and innovation. 

The curriculum is based on
teaching students to see, think and
create as designers. It is the same
course of study used by cosmetol-
ogy schools in more than 70 coun-
tries, leading to an international
connection for graduates.

Many of these schools offer
innovative learning practices such
as the new Designer’s Approach,
which visually explains cosmetol-
ogy based on art and design con-
cepts. The format is inspirational
yet teaches how to create pre-
dictable results.

Students learn to interact with
clients by spending time working
in a salon environment. This helps
improve both personal confidence
and business skills, which are
essential to achieving job satisfac-
tion and success.

Cosmetology can be a fun and
exciting career with many growth
possibilities if the student is well-
grounded in all aspects of the field
before graduating to work in a
salon or spa. 

For more information, visit
www.pivot-point.com.

Choosing Cosmetology Can Be
A Beautiful Career Move

Cosmetology is a fun and exciting
career with many job openings.

OF JOBS

(NAPSA)—Small businesses
can benefit from having access to
financial management tools that
can simplify the expense manage-
ment process. For example, Ink
from Chase offers small-business
owners online expense manage-
ment tools and more. To get more
information, visit the Web site at
www.inkfromchase.com.

**  **  **
Celebrity stylist George

Papanikolas says, “Using a mois-
turizing shampoo and conditioner
like Joico Moisture Recovery
Shampoo and Conditioner will
infuse your hair with hydrating
ingredients.” You can find more
tips and tricks online at joico.com
and (800) 445-6426.

**  **  **
Snapfish by HP lets you share

unlimited photos and order prints
for as low as 9 cents each. Find
out more at www.snapfish.com
and (800) 634-4500.

**  **  **
Armed with the right knowl-

edge, consumers can protect them-
selves and their personal data
when shopping online. That infor-
mation, including ways to verify if
a site is genuine, can be found at
www.TrustThe Check.com. 

**  **  **
Volunteers of America is a

national leader in providing care
and housing for seniors and is the
largest nonprofit provider of
affordable senior housing. For
information about its Aging with
Options™ program, visit www.

 VolunteersofAmerica.org or call
(800) 899-0089.

**  **  **
Pets can get stressed, so many

pet owners turn to helpful holis-
tic flower remedies such as Res-
cue Remedy Pet to reduce behav-
ior problems. Learn more at
www.rescueremedy.com/pets and
(800) 319-9151. 

**  **  **
Off-price stores such as Mar-

shalls and T.J. Maxx have a huge
selection of brand-name toys,
clothes, housewares and decora-
tions for much less than the mall.
Find a better way to Christmas
shop at Marshalls and T.J. Maxx.
To learn more, call (800) MAR-
SHALLS and (800) 2TJMAXX
and visit www.marshalls on
 line.com and www.tjmaxx.com.

**  **  **
You might give peace of mind

year-round with an affordable,
practical and thoughtful holiday
present such as a fire-resistant
file or chest. Sentry®Safe offers a
range of safe models, sizes and
protection levels at Target and
Walmart stores. Visit www.
 sentrysafe.com.

***
A poor workman always blames
his tools.

—Irish Proverb
***

***
Lose an hour in the morning
and you’ll be looking for it all
day.

—Irish Proverb
***

***
Young people don’t know what
old age is, and old people for-
get what youth was.

—Irish Proverb
***

***
The schoolhouse bell sounds bit-
ter in youth and sweet in old
age.

—Irish Proverb
***




