How To Keep Cloud Apps From Raining On Your Profits

(NAPSA)—According to a new
study by Intermedia and Oster-
man Research, small and medium-
sized businesses (SMB) are losing
time and money to cloud apps.
These can include e-mail, phones,
collaboration and file sharing,
CRM, identity and access manage-
ment, security and so on.

What’s The Problem

The report, “Death by 1000
Cloud Apps,” found that the aver-
age SMB is juggling more than 14
cloud apps, with an average of 5.5
apps per user.

This fragmented cloud-scape
causes four main problems:

1.Too much choice—Teams
can spend months of valuable
time vetting and deploying all
the cloud apps, distracting them
from more important goals and
responsibilities.

2. Too much to manage—
Once deployed, these apps must
be managed. Fifteen people using
the average of 5.5 apps each
means 82.5 accounts that must be
managed.

3.Too many log-ins—It takes
an average of 20 seconds to log in
to an app; a 75-person SMB can
rack up more than 570 wasted
hours and $13,900 per year in lost
productivity.

4. Too much risk—When
forced to choose between security
and productivity, security usually
takes a back seat. This leads to
risky password selections that are
easily breached, leaving compa-
nies at risk.

What To Do

Fortunately, there can be sev-
eral steps you can take toward a
solution.

*First, centralize access. It’s
estimated that three out of four
network intrusions exploit weak
or stolen passwords. A “single
sign-on portal” lets users access
all of their apps with just one
secure password. You can also
enforce two-factor authentica-
tion—and your admin can easily
cut off access to the SSO portal in

For small business, the cloud starts out innocently enough..
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When there are too many apps, there are...
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Having to manage too many
business apps can take too
much time and money away from
your business.

just one step. For instance, Inter-
media AppID offers a strong, sim-
ple SSO solution.

*Next, consolidate pro-
viders. A small number of com-
panies now act as a one-stop
shop for cloud IT. You get multi-
ple services with one control
panel, one bill, one source of sup-
port. Security and integration
are built in. Providers include
Intermedia’s Office in the Cloud
and others.

*Finally, cut back on apps.
Inventory the apps you have and
eliminate overlapping functional-
ity. Combine a few similar apps
and slash your cloud footprint.

Learn More

For further facts on reducing
cloud apps, go to Interme
dia.net/1000CloudApps or call
(877) 228-5381.





