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Insects Get Good Grades In Science Classrooms

(NAPSA)—Recent studies have
shown that American children lag
behind other countries in science
education. Among contributing
factors is the lack of resources for
science teachers across the United
States.

According to a National Science
Teachers Association (NSTA) sur-
vey of U.S. science teachers, 58
percent of those involved in science
education reform efforts report a
shortage of science materials,
resources and facilities. The NSTA
is the largest organization in the
world committed to excellence in
science teaching and learning.

In response, Orkin, Inc. has
launched a national program to pro-
vide a resource for teachers and
hands-on learning to classrooms
nationwide. Teachers can sign up to
participate in the Orkin Man School
Presentation program in which a
local Orkin Man insect expert edu-
cates students on the importance of
insects to our ecosystem. The school
program offers age-appropriate
learning for students in kinder-
garten through 12th grade.

“Children have a natural
curiosity for bugs, and our class-
room visits teach students
through a fun, interactive learn-
ing program,” says Dr. Ron Harri-
son, Orkin entomologist and one
of many classroom presenters.
“Insects are essential to our envi-
ronment— they’re only considered
pests when they enter our homes
or businesses and cause damage
to our health or property.”

This program adds excitement
to science curricula, with scientific
information on insects of every
kind and educational materials to
supplement science lessons.
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Insects can be a great way to
spark students’ interest in
science.

In addition to school presenta-
tions, Orkin supports science edu-
cation by offering teachers free
cross-curricular lesson plans and
classroom projects that adhere to
National Science Education Stan-
dards. Using these resources,
teachers can help students under-
stand the classification of living
things, research the distinguish-
ing characteristics and habitats of
different insects and demonstrate
their insect knowledge in a fun,
hands-on way.

Says Harrison: “We hope all
science teachers will sign up for
this outstanding resource and use
our online materials, both of
which will help teach students the
interdependent relationship
insects have with humans.”

To sign up for an Orkin Man
School Presentation or to down-
load free lesson plans and class-
room projects, visit the Learning
Center at www.orkin.com.





