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Is Being An Entrepreneur Right For You?

by John Addison

(NAPSA)—If you are over 50
and thinking about starting up a
business of your own, you cer-
tainly have company. It’s esti-
mated that more than five million
people age 50 and over are now
self-employed. That’s a 23 percent
increase since 1990.

Experts say this
may be a particu-
larly good time to
set up shop on your
own. That’s because
in today’s economy
you often don’t have
to give up your full-
time job to become
an entrepreneur.

You may want to consider ven-
ture that you can start as a side-
line, such as providing a service,
turning a hobby into a business or
selling a service or hobby through
direct sales, which is also known
as person-to-person selling.

While the economy is constrict-
ing in some areas—such as manu-
facturing—it is expanding in
other areas, such as the service-
providing industry. The Bureau of
labor Statistics refers to the pro-
fessional and business services
group as a “supersector” of the
economy and projects a 30 percent
growth in jobs between 2002 and
2012.

One of the attractions of this
area is that many find it requires
no particular level of education,
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experience, financial resources,
physical condition, age or gender
requirements.

One of the primary attractions
for many is flexibility when it
comes to working hours. Entrepre-
neurs can enjoy the opportunity to
see a child in a school play or
spend time with an aging parent.

Many report that given current
trends such as job insecurity, flat
wages, longer hours, and de-
creased benefits, the appeal of
striking out on their own has
never been higher.

Plus, older entrepreneurs often
have a level of experience that
makes them uniquely qualified.
Studies show that more than 65
percent of women who started
businesses in the past decade
learned the ropes as managers in
big corporations.

The guidance of financial pro-
fessionals can often be useful
when making plans to carve out a
career as an entrepreneur. For
example, the financial profession-
als at Primerica have created a
guide that shows you how to take
control of your financial life. To
get a copy of “How Money Works,”
write to Primerica, 3120 Breken-
ridge Blvd., Duluth, GA 30099,
ATTN: Corporate Relations, call
770-564-6329 or visit the Web site
at www.primerica.com.
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