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(NAPSA)—Two seemingly unre-
lated Navajo children have one
painful thing in common: juvenile
Paget’s disease (JPD), an extremely
rare bone metabolism disorder.
Now, researchers at the Shriners
Hospital for Children and Washing-
ton University School of Medicine,
both in St. Louis, have discovered
that the two patients also share an
unusual genetic defect. 

The research team found that
both patients are completely miss-
ing the gene for a recently discov-
ered protein called osteoprote-
gerin (OPG) known to protect
bone. The study is the first to
identify a genetic cause for JPD
and was published in the July 18,
2002, issue of the New England
Journal of Medicine. 

“By identifying this genetic
defect in two people, our results
not only provide insight into the
cause of JPD, but also shed light
on the control of bone metabolism
in general,” said lead investigator
Michael P. Whyte, M.D., director
of the Center for Metabolic Bone
Disease and Molecular Research
at the St. Louis Shriners Hospital.  

JPD has only been reported in
about 40 people worldwide. It is
a painful skeletal disease charac-
terized by abnormally fast for-
mation and breakdown of bone
throughout the body, resulting in
debilitating fractures and defor-
mities beginning soon after
birth. 

Because JPD can occur among
siblings, it is presumed to have a
genetic basis. Until now, that
genetic defect was unknown. 

The research team examined
DNA samples from two Navajo
patients. The first was referred to
the St. Louis Shriners Hospital
from New Mexico in 1996 for con-
firmation of diagnosis and treat-
ment at one year of age. The team
later learned that a second JPD
patient, described in the medical
literature in 1979, also was living
in New Mexico. 

T h a n k s  t o  s i m u l t a n e o u s
advances in the Human Genome
Project, centered in part at Wash-

ington University, the team was
able to pinpoint exactly where
DNA had broken off in these two
patients. 

The St. Louis discoveries illus-
trate the critical importance of
OPG in regulating bone formation
and breakdown (turnover) in
humans. It is now possible to detect
carriers of the disease and diagnose
it prenatally in the Navajo popula-
tion. Importantly, the observations
suggest that an injection of OPG,
perhaps every few weeks, might be
an effective therapy for JPD in
Navajo children. 

For more information on
Shriners network of 22 hospitals
that provide medical care and ser-
vices totally free of charge to chil-
dren with orthopaedic problems,
burns and spinal cord injuries,
write to: Shriners International
Headquarters, Public Relations
Dept., 2900 Rocky Point Dr.,
Tampa, FL 33607, or visit the Web
site at www.shrinershq.org. Treat-
ment is provided to children under
age 18 regardless to race, religion
or relationship to a Shriner.

If you know a child Shriners
can help, call 1-800-237-5055 in
the United States or 1-800-361-
7256 in Canada.

Juvenile Paget’s Disease: Rare Childhood Bone Disorder

Shriners Hospital patient Anfer-
nee is one of only 40 people who
has juvenile Paget’s disease.

Shelters Offer More
(NAPSA)—Here are some pet

facts that may give you “paws.”
Animal shelters are a great

place to find purebred animals.
Many shelters have puppies and
kittens. 

Don’t  underestimate the
value of a “teenage” dog. They
are often already housetrained
and have outgrown “puppy”
behaviors that often prove trou-
blesome for owners.

According to The Humane Soci-
ety of the United States, dogs and
cats are not the only animals shel-
ters help. People can call shelters
if they are looking for a rabbit,
hamster, bird or some other type of
pet.

Shelters can offer advice about
reputable breeders and groups
that handle adoptions of particu-
lar breeds of dogs.

Once you have your pet, the
shelter can also be a useful re-
source if you need suggestions on
training or if you want to find out
more about pet behavior. Some
shelters even offer dog obedience
classes and other programs to help
pet owners build a stronger rela-
tionship with their pets.

For more information, visit
www.hsus.org.

Shelters can be a valuable
source of information for people
considering owning a pet.

(NAPSA)—Thanks to one
world-famous doll and the Enter-
tainment Industry Foundation,
children now have a way to pay
tribute to teachers who spark
their imaginations. 

Children, ages six to 12, can
nominate their favorite dance,
music, theater, or visual arts
teacher by simply writing an essay
(250 words or less) explaining why
their teacher should be the next
Barbie Arts Teacher of the Year™.  

Twenty arts teachers will be
selected as regional finalists and
will be awarded a $5,000 grant for
their school's arts program. Stu-
dents who nominate the winning
finalists will receive a $100 Mattel®

Toy prize package. The national
Barbie Arts Teacher of the Year™

will receive an additional grant of
$10,000 for his/her arts program.  

“The arts teachers who con-
tinue to inspire creativity in the
classroom are the real heroes,”
says Adrienne Fontanella, presi-
dent Mattel Girls Division. “This
is our way of recognizing the pro-
found and lasting impact they
have on our children.” 

Art teacher Jean Sullivan from
Sylvania, Ohio, was selected as
the inaugural 2002 National Bar-
bie Arts Teacher of the Year™ for
her LoveLuggage program, which
she created after learning foster
kids pack their belongings in
trash bags. Sullivan’s seventh-
grade students paint “master-
pieces” on old suitcases to give to
disadvantaged children. Thanks
to the LoveLuggage program,
more than 200 custom-designed
bags have been delivered to local
children’s service agencies.   

“I’m truly overwhelmed,” said
Sullivan when she received her

award and a $15,000 grant for her
school’s arts program. “This is
more money than my art program
has received in the past four
years.”

Essays should be mailed to the
Entertainment Industry Founda-
tion, Attn: Barbie Arts Teacher of
the Year SearchSM, 1463 Tamarind
Ave., Hollywood, CA 90028. Offi-
cial contest rules and guidelines
are posted on www.barbie.com/
arts or available by calling
1.866.91.4ARTS.  

Entries for the 2003 National
Barbie Arts Teacher of the Year
SearchSM must be received by
March 31, 2003.

The Barbie Arts Teacher of the
Year SearchSM is presented by the
Entertainment Industry Founda-
tion and Barbie Cares Supporting
Children in the Arts™.

Awarding Outstanding Arts Teachers 

Jean Sullivan, of Sylvania,
Ohio, was honored with the 2002
National Barbie Arts Teacher of
the Year™ Award for her LoveLug-
gage program.

(NAPSA)—As part of an
annual contest, children through-
out the U.S. are encouraged to
share their hopes for children
around the world.

“Children’s Dreams of Peace” is
the theme for the 12th annual
Pier 1/UNICEF Greeting Card
contest, in which children are
asked to put their thoughts into
pictures, investing their artwork
with love and hope for their con-
temporaries around the world.

Blossoming artists ages 13 and
under are invited to submit greet-
ing card designs. A winner will be
chosen from each of two cate-
gories: ages 8 to 13 and ages 7 and
under. Two grand prize winners
will be chosen; their designs will
be reprinted as UNICEF cards
and sold nationwide at Pier 1 dur-
ing the 2003 holiday season, with
all money raised going to the U.S.
Fund for UNICEF. In addition,
the grand prize winners will each
win a trip to New York and $500.

“We hope that in addition to
raising needed funds, the annual
Pier 1/UNICEF greeting card con-
test introduces children to an
important tool in life: social
responsibility,” says Charles J.
Lyons, president of the U.S. Fund
for UNICEF. “The contest is not
only fun and creative, but it is
also a way for UNICEF to help
children around the world since
the sales of these cards bring in
millions of dollars.”

Entries must be hand-drawn
and received at the home office of
Pier 1 Imports by April 11, 2003.
Entry forms are available at Pier 1
stores and also at www.pier1.com
and www.unicefusa.org starting
March 1, 2003. For store locations
or further contest information, call
1-800-245-4595 (TDD: 1-800-754-
3251).

Funds from the sale of UNICEF
cards support programs that pro-
vide lifesaving medicines, vac-
cines, nutritious foods, primary
education, clean water and sanita-
tion and emergency relief for mil-
lions of children and women in
more than 160 countries.

The largest retailer of UNICEF
greeting cards, Pier 1 has raised
more than $18 million from the
sale of the cards since 1985. The
company is America’s largest
specialty retailer of imported
decorative home furnishings and
accessories.

Greeting Card Contest Helps World’s Children

Children’s greeting card designs
will help youngsters around the
world.

VirtuallyDating.com at www.virtuallydating.com. 
The International Cast Polymer Alliance at www.icpa-hq.org.
The National Association of Hispanic Journalists at www.nahj.org.   
Land America at www.landam.com.
Remote Device Management, at www.emware.com.
The 2003 Lincoln Town Car at www.lincolnvehicles.com.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency at www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Check Out
These Web Sites:

***
The wit we wish we had spoils
the wit we have.
—Jean-Baptiste Louis Gresset

***

***
You can’t cross a chasm in two
small jumps.

—David Lloyd George
***

***
When you see a snake, never
mind where he came from.

—W.G. Benham
***

The first animated movie to receive an Academy Award nomination
for Best Picture was Beauty and The Beast in 1991. It lost to The
Silence of the Lambs.




