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(NAPSA)—Whether you’re
planning a backyard get-together
or celebrating a special summer
occasion, a few easy-to-follow tips
can help make your party simply
spectacular.

1. Make a list: Create a party
prep list the week before your
event. Pick up all ingredients,
food, beverages, tableware, deco-
rations and so on one to two days
prior, so you can avoid last-minute
trips to the store.

2. Showcase your own go-to
recipes: Rely on simple yet tried-
and-true crowd-pleasers. Every-
one has a signature dish—it’s time
to show off yours!

3. Take shortcuts: You can cut
down prep time and still offer
guests unique dishes by adding
your own twist on ready-made sal-
sas and dips.

4.Match the foods you
serve with your guests’
tastes:

•If you are expecting a chatty
group, stock up on Tostitos
Scoops! tortilla chips so guests
can dip and socialize all party
long.

•Thrill the guys by serving
snacks that taste like foods they
already love, like the new Smoke-
house Style BBQ flavored Ruffles
potato chips.

5. Consider this great-tast-
ing dip by Chef Stephen Kalil,
Frito-Lay executive chef and a
seasoned professional who’s accus-
tomed to prepping for parties:

Tostitos Salsa
Five Finger Shrimp Ceviche

1 (15.5-oz.) jar of Tostitos
All-Natural Chunky Salsa

1⁄2 cup cucumber (peeled,
seeded and diced)

1 Tbsp. chopped cilantro
1⁄2 lime, juiced
1 cup shrimp (cooked, peeled,

diced into bite-size pieces)
Pour Tostitos All-Natural

Chunky Salsa into a large
bowl. Add in 1 cup of cooked,
peeled and diced shrimp. Add
in 1⁄2 cup cucumber. Squeeze in
the juice of half a lime. Fold in
1 Tbsp. chopped cilantro.

Mix contents and transfer
to serving bowl(s). (Prep time:
15 minutes. Cook time: 5 minutes.
Servings: 20.)

Learn More
For more information, recipes

and cooking tips, you can go to
www.fritolay.com/recipes.

Essential Party-Planning Tips

Chef Stephen Kalil

( N A P S A ) — A l l - A m e r i c a n
Daylilies celebrates 25 years of
scientifically proven superior per-
formance testing nationwide. This
daylily test program is unlike any
other in the nation; perhaps in the
world. Based on a scientific
methodology that evaluates
daylilies on 52 characteristics,
this program began in 1987 in
response to the need to “sift”
through more than 40,000 differ-
ent varieties to create a bench-
mark for daylilies and identify the
best varieties.

The All-American Daylily win-
ners that have emerged from this
rigorous testing have established
quite a track record for them-
selves. Not only have the very
best cultivars been identified, but
their availability across the U.S.
has allowed home gardeners
everywhere to validate these vari-
eties in their own garden. Since
the first winner, “Black-Eyed
Stella,” was announced in 1994,
18 additional varieties have quali-
fied for the coveted award and
been distributed to garden centers
nationwide in the official “blue
pot.”

More than a million All-Ameri-
cans have found their way into
home gardens in virtually every
state across the country. It ap-
pears that All-American daylilies
have become a household name
among serious daylily gardeners.
“Black-Eyed Stella” and “Bitsy”
are known for near continuous
blooming and superior landscape
performance, whereas “Dream
Soufflé” and “Lavender Vista”™

scored highest in bloom beauty
and overall performance. The test
program verified anecdotal infor-
mation that most daylilies natu-

rally fall into two distinct cate-
gories: Landscape (performance)
and Exhibition (beauty). On rare
occasions, a variety will qualify as
a winner in both categories, such
as “Summer Valentine” and “Lee-
bea Orange Crush.”

Typically, most daylilies per-
form well in only two USDA hardi-
ness zones. However, All-American
winner varieties must perform in
the top 15 percent of daylilies
across at least five USDA zones.
As daylily breeding has increased
through the years, there has been
a plethora of awesomely beautiful
blooms come onto the scene. This

has brought the potential for
greater bloom beauty into the pro-
gram, but also the challenge of
identifying those that also meet
the performance requirements.

“Lady Elizabeth,” the most
recent winner, is a prime example
of this. For decades, near-white to
white daylilies have been consid-
ered weak novelties best grown by
collectors, but this new plant has
defied these stereotypes by deliv-
ering dependable performance
and a hearty display of beautiful,
diamond-dusted white blooms
throughout the growing season. It
is stunning either en masse or as
a focal accent plant.

Regardless of your desired gar-
den application, there is an All-
American best suited for that use.
They are the perfect perennial for
borders, mass plantings, balcony
and patio containers, ground cov-
ers or focal accents. Try a stun-
ning double border of “Frankly
Scarlet” (4” sun-fast red) or “Red
Volunteer” (6–7” red) behind
“Black-Eyed Stella” (gold with red
eye). For maximum, long-term
color, you can plant a mass of
“Buttered Popcorn,” which has
been called a large-bloomed Stella
de Oro, due to its constant bloom-
ing. Daylilies are perfect for those
with a creative mind. The possibil-
ities for use are endless. Perhaps
the best idea of all is to create an
All-American Daylily garden and
collect them all! Gardeners have
been reaping the rewards of 25
years of unmatched daylily testing
and there is so much more to
come!

For more information, visit
www.AllAmericanDaylilies.com or
find them on Facebook at All-
American Daylilies.

“One Of A Kind” Daylily Program Celebrates 25 Years

Lady Elizabeth (Hemerocallis Lady
Elizabeth) features sparkling dia-
mond-dusted white blooms. For
decades, near-white to white
daylilies have been considered
weak novelties best grown by col-
lectors, but this new flower has
defied these stereotypes by deliv-
ering dependable performance
and a hearty display of blooms
throughout the growing season.
Lady Elizabeth blooms 30 to
110 days per year in USDA
zones 4 through 10 and adds a
stunning highlight to any gar-
den or container.

(NAPSA)—Buying a home
today involves making choices
that can save you time and
money—up front and over the
long term. These tips can help you
avoid delays and hold down costs.

•Shop for the right mort-
gage. Before determining which
mortgage product is right for you,
familiarize yourself with all avail-
able loan products. For example, if
you are looking to purchase a
home with a down payment of less
than 20 percent, be sure to com-
pare a loan guaranteed by the
Federal Housing Administration
(FHA) with a conventional low-
down-payment mortgage backed
by private mortgage insurance
(MI). Because of higher premiums
for FHA mortgages that took
effect this year, many borrowers
find that conventional mortgages
with MI offer lower monthly pay-
ments. Ask your mortgage profes-
sional for a price comparison.

•Lower your interest rate.
Borrowers can often reduce their
mortgage interest rate by paying
down “points.” Often referred to
as a buydown, one point equates
to about 1 percent of your loan. If
you plan to stay in the home for
more than five years, it could be
worth the cost.

•Don’t delay shopping for
homeowner’s insurance. Home-
owner’s insurance is required on a
home purchase to protect yourself
and your lender in case of vandal-
ism, fire and other unplanned
occurrences. Unfortunately, this
critical part of the home-buying
process is often overlooked by
many buyers, leaving them stuck
choosing an expensive policy at
the last minute. To avoid this situ-
ation, shop for homeowner’s insur-
ance early to allow yourself ample
time to find the best coverage at
the most affordable rates.

•Invest in home and pest
inspections. A home inspection

can determine the quality and con-
dition of the house you are seeking
to purchase and can reveal poten-
tial problems such as a weakened
roof, poor structural integrity or
antiquated plumbing. While the
typical cost is between $300 and
$600, the value or benefit to you is
usually far greater. A pest inspec-
tion can determine if there are any
unwanted guests (e.g., termites,
rats, roaches) in the home before
you buy. These inspections range
from $50 to $150, but the benefits
far outweigh what could be a
costly proposition to eliminate on
your own.

•Know your closing costs.
Closing costs include fees for the
appraisal, lender, title and record-
ing. These costs can be confusing
and can really add up. In order to
protect consumers from excessive
fees, lenders are required to pro-
vide a good-faith estimate and a
closing statement that spells out
the costs associated with purchas-
ing a home. Request that your
lender provide these documents in
advance of closing day so you’ll
know what additional payments
may be expected of you.

To learn more about low down-
payment mortgages, visit www.
SmarterMI.com.

Lightening The Home-Buying Financial Load

Use a mortgage interest rate cal-
culator to determine if paying
down points is a smart move for
you financially.

(NAPSA)—Lawn care is a lot
easier when you have a mower
that starts quickly and gets the
job done week after week. The key
to making that happen can be as
simple as doing a few easy and
inexpensive mower maintenance
tasks once a year.

“It’s like preventive medicine
for your equipment,” says Syn-
oilva Shaw, a Briggs & Stratton
marketing coordinator and lawn
mower expert. “For a few dollars
and few minutes once a year, you
can make your lawn mower last
longer and run better.” For the
typical push mower, an annual
lawn mower tune-up includes
changing the oil, spark plug and
oil filter and adding a fuel preser-
vative. It takes about 30 minutes
and provides great benefits,
including:

•A lawn mower that starts eas-
ily and runs smoothly at full
power;

•Extended mower life, poten-
tially avoiding major repairs;

•Reduced engine emissions
because the engine will run
cleaner;

•A small savings in the
amount of gasoline used.

“Even homeowners who have
never done a mower tune-up can do
it right the first time,” adds Shaw.
In fact, Todd Teske, the CEO of
Briggs & Stratton Corporation,
demonstrates how easily it is done
by tuning up his own lawn mower
on a how-to video on the Briggs &
Stratton YouTube channel.

The company offers all-in-one

tune-up kits that include every-
thing needed to do a tune-up: the
right amount of oil, an air filter, a
fuel filter for riding mowers, a
spark plug and fuel preservative.
The kits are available at Briggs &
Stratton dealers, home improve-
ment stores or online at
www.briggsandstratton.com.

The firm also helps homeown-
ers dispose of their used mower
engine oil easily and at no cost at
participating Briggs & Stratton
dealers. The used oil can be
dropped off in any closed con-
tainer. To find a dealer, visit recy
clemoweroil.com.

As the largest maker of gas
engines for outdoor power equip-
ment, the company encourages
homeowners to maintain the esti-
mated 65 million lawn mowers in
the United States as both a cost-
saving measure and an environ-
mentally responsible action.

Keep Your Lawn Mower Running Right

Giving your lawn mower a tune-
up is a lot easier and more im-
portant than many people realize.

(NAPSA)—Fifth Third Bank’s
DUO Card is the first to combine
the benefits and features of both a
credit card and a debit card. For
information, visit www.my53
card.com/DUO or a Fifth Third
Banking Center or call 1-877-579-
5353.

* * *
“It’s never too late for tax plan-

ning,” advises TaxACT spokesper-
son Jessi Dolmage. For tax plan-
ning information, visit www. irs.gov

and www.taxact.com/taxinfo. Do
your federal return free and get
free tax help at tax act.com. Tax-
ACT guarantees your maximum
refund and accuracy.

* * *
An institution that has been

producing and circulating audio-
books and braille books for 80
years also has the world’s largest
collection of braille music scores.
To learn more about the National
Library Service for the Blind and
Physically Handicapped (NLS),
visit www.loc.gov/nls.




