PETS & PEOPLE

Kinder, Gentler Training

(NAPSA)—A new approach to
dog training is based on a dog’s
behavior and uses nonviolent
techniques to win dogs over.

The book, “Let the Dog De-
cide” (Marlowe and Co.) by pio-
neer dog trainer Dale Stavroff, is
designed to help dog and owner
develop an enduring bond of trust
and cooperation.
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There are also books on clicker
conditioning, a gentle advance in
teaching animals positive associa-
tions, which can sometimes in-
crease aggression in dominant
dogs.

Stavroff’s book offers a new
approach. It explains why being
the dog’s alpha pack leader—the
basic prescription for classic con-
ditioning books—is an unnatural
role for a human being and ulti-
mately a losing proposition for the
dog and owner.

It also takes clicker condition-
ing to a new level where the tech-
nique can be more effective.

The techniques wused by
Stavroff accept the dog’s indepen-
dent will, explain how benevolent
eye contact can transform the dog-
human relationship in a positive
way, limit dependence on the
leash and empower a dog’s deci-
sion-making abilities.

The book is available where
books are sold. For more informa-
tion on Stavroff’s techniques, visit
www.precisiondogs.com.
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