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(NAPSA)—With nearly half of
today’s labor force living in a
dual-earner household, families
today need to get in and out of
chore mode quickly and get on
with enjoying life. Creating a
work plan for cleaning in your
home starts with an assessment
of the tools you have to get the
job done. 

Jeff Campbell, author of the
best-seller “Speed Cleaning,” says
by investing in the right tools and
adopting the right mind-set, it is
possible to keep the house civi-
lized and clean by spending only
about an hour a week. 

“Give the gadgets to your ene-
mies, you need real tools that cut
time to shreds,” says Campbell.
“Some of my favorite tools include
smart appliances. For example,
the new Frigidaire Speed Clean
dishwasher cuts cleaning and dry-
ing time in half.” 

With a wash cycle of 50 min-
utes—including drying time—the
Frigidaire Speed Clean dish-
washer cuts regular cycle times in
half. Breakthrough AquaSurge
technology gives homeowners the
option to choose variable washing
pressures to put them in complete
control. This dishwasher can
accommodate up to 14 place set-
tings with its Big Tub design and
has a special tray for holding
stemware and various sizes of
utensils. Energy Star compliant,
this Frigidaire dishwasher has a
special National Sanitization
Foundation (NSF) certified sani-
tize option that removes 99.999
percent of bacteria present. The

dishwasher retail price ranges
between $499 and $649 and is
available in black, white and
stainless steel exteriors.

“Today consumers love the look
of commercial quality stainless
steel appliances, but don’t like the
cleanup of smudgy fingerprints,”
Campbell says. Frigidaire offers
exclusive Easy Care—smudge
resistant stainless steel door pan-
els on select models.

Campbell offers the following
tips for powering through the
chores: 

• Make Use Of The Moments.
When you’ve got the kids seated
and enjoying breakfast, take
advantage of those few minutes to
clear the kitchen counters and
unload the dishwasher. 

• Hip Handy. When you’re ready
to take on the chores, “wear” your

cleaning supplies by putting them
in a “toolbelt” holster worn around
your waist. Keeping the tools
around your waist will help you
avoid “Cleaning Procrastination.” 

• More Power To The Dish-
washer. Start your clean routine
by loading the dishwasher with
the tough stuff: 

—Greasy aluminum filters over
the stove come out spotless after a
trip through the dishwasher.

—Stovetop grills—and even
grill grates—can be put through
the dishwasher once in awhile.

—Keep manual can openers
and the removable part of an elec-
tric can opener bacteria free with
a spin in the dishwasher.

• The Big Wipe-Down. When
going after surfaces, work from
left to right. To wipe away grease
build-up, wait five minutes after
spraying the cleaning product for
it to soak in and work its magic
before wiping away. 

• Finishing Touches. Focus
your energy. The entire door of the
refrigerator may not need a wipe-
down—same goes for oven doors
and countertops. Spray the clean-
ing solution only where you need
it—such as near the door handles
or horizontal surfaces. Frigidaire’s
Easy Care smudge resistant stain-
less steel or Ultra Smooth Pearl
Finish appliances look great and
make cleaning a snap. Bottom
line, if the area isn’t dirty, don’t
clean it!

The new Frigidaire Speed Clean
Dishwasher models are available
nationwide. To find a dealer nearby,
visit www.frigidaire.com.

Easy Fixes For Faster Cleanups

“Speed Cleaning” author sweeps
minutes off the clock.

(NAPSA)—Exploring the South-
eastern United States offers some
of the most rewarding travel expe-
riences anywhere in the country.
Now, there’s a one-stop information
source available for travelers to
experience the breadth of vacation
opportunities available throughout
the Southeast. At the Southeast
resorts Web site, you’ll get an
inside look at some of the best-kept
secrets in vacation travel.

A few of these magnificent des-
tinations include:

• The Grand Hotel Marriott
Resort, Golf Club & Spa: The
“Queen of Southern Resorts”
upholds a tradition of Southern
graciousness that has reigned for
more than 150 years. Centrally
located between Mobile, Alabama
and Pensacola, Florida, the 550-
acre Grand offers an endless array
of luxuries, from a magnificent
spa, to spectacular pool complex,
to a newly redesigned golf course,
expanded beaches, and more.

• Orlando World Center Mar-
riott Resort: With on-property
championship golf, 10 restaurants
and lounges, a 1,000,000 gallon
tropical pool complex with water-
falls and waterslide, organized
children’s activities and a full-ser-
vice boutique spa, this resort is
perfect for weekend getaways and
family vacations. Located just 11⁄2
miles from Walt Disney World
theme parks and only minutes
from all other area attractions.

• Hilton Head Marriott:
Recently named “One of the Top
500 Hotels in the World” by Travel
& Leisure Magazine, this spectacu-
lar oceanfront resort is great for
both sports enthusiasts and those
who wish to just relax and rejuve-
nate. Enjoy championship golf, ten-
nis, spa services, fantastic dining
and well appointed guest rooms.

• Marco Island Marriott:
Located along more than three
miles of pristine white sand beach

directly on the Gulf of Mexico, this
award-winning resort offers over
700 newly renovated rooms and
suites, four restaurants, a full-ser-
vice spa and an 18-hole champi-
onship golf course.

• Harbor Beach Marriott
Resort & Spa: Tucked away on 16
acres of sun-drenched South
Florida oceanfront, this resort
offers an irresistible list of indul-
gent pastimes, superior meeting
space and outstanding service,
and the excitement of the nearby
Beach Promenade and Las Olas
Boulevard.

• Doral Golf Resort and Spa:
Guest rooms and suites at this
South Florida resort surrounded
by green fairways and shimmer-
ing water are situated in intimate
lodges near the main clubhouse,
and reflect the colors, beauty, and
ambiance of the area’s natural
landscape. With 40-years of tradi-
tion, Doral offers a superb tropical
climate along with championship
golf, spectacular cuisine, luxuri-
ous accommodations and the
European-inspired Spa at Doral,
which combines old-world charm
with more than 100 luxurious spa
treatments.

To learn more about planning
your Southeastern vacation, visit
www.marriottse.com/resorts.

Explore The Southeast

Traveling in the Southeast offers
something for everyone.

(NAPSA)—A home equity loan
can be the simplest way to take
full advantage of the equity you’ve
earned in your home—and mak-
ing the most of this asset just got
a lot easier.

To simplify the borrowing
process, mortgage lenders offer
streamlined closing packages. For
example, ditech.com, a direct
mortgage lender, recently intro-
duced what’s described as the
first-ever, guaranteed cost pack-
age for a home equity loan with a
flat fee of only $49. With this loan,
homeowners can quickly and eas-
ily borrow up to 100 percent of the
equity in their houses to reinvest
in things like home repairs, edu-
cation costs or paying off more
expensive debt.

“A flat fee allows the consumer
to have greater certainty at the
closing table while leveraging the
equity in their homes that they
have worked so hard to build,”
said Mike McCarthy, general
manager of ditech.com.

By choosing a flat fee product,
borrowers come to the closing
table prepared, knowing the clos-
ing cost on the loan in advance.
The flat-fee home equity line fee
was inspired by the success of the
company’s $395 Flat Fee mort-
gage product for refinancing and
home purchase, which has proved
popular with consumers because
of its simplicity.

The average closing cost for
other ditech.com home equity
loans is approximately $444.81.
According to Bankrate.com, home
equity loan originations climbed
35 percent in 2004 to $431.3 bil-
lion. And obviously the more
homeowners can save on the cost

of the loan, the more money they
will have left over for the things
that inspired them to utilize the
money in their homes.

Aside from home improve-
ments, common uses for home
equity loans include consolidating
debt, paying medical expenses
and covering vacation costs—all
at a lower interest rate than is
available with credit cards or
other secured debt.

The $49 Flat Fee product can
be used for home equity loans on
owner-occupied single family res-
idential properties. The charge is
assessed to cover the cost of the
title search. The homeowner is
responsible for mortgage tax,
appraisal fees that exceed $300,
new loan interest costs,  out-
standing property liens, property
taxes, property insurance, associ-
ation fees, seller fees, if any,
optional owner’s title insurance
and certifications. Homeowners
who would like to learn more
about flat fee equity products can
visit www.ditech.com or call 1-
800-873-7891.

Leveraging The Equity In Your Home For Less

Many homeowners are paying
too much money to access the
equity in their homes.

(NAPSA)—A new job search
will grant a $100,000/year job to
one TV fan. The job description:
Watch “The Dukes of Hazzard”
weeknights on CMT. To apply for
the Vice President, CMT Dukes of
Hazzard Institute position, visit
www.cmt.com.

KNOW THYSELF, but to your
own bank account be true. Order
your credit report annually and
check it for errors. According to
U.S. Postal Inspectors, identity
fraud occurs when thieves open
new accounts in other people’s
names and rack up debts on exist-
ing accounts, using consumers’
Social Security numbers, bank
account information, addresses or
phone numbers.

A number of experts have
touted the value of natural gas.
They say the fuel source is in
abundant supply in the U.S.—and
it’s less expensive and better for
the environment than many other
fuel sources. Government statis-
tics also show the natural gas
pipeline is the safest energy deliv-
ery system in the nation. For
more information, visit the Web
site www.aga.org.

Started by Stephanie Richards,
the first fine arts 4-H educator in
America, the Artists Collaborative
Theatre (ACT) project works with
the University of Kentucky College
of Fine Arts and 4-H to provide
people in Appalachia with cultural
experiences and opportunities for
both actors and audience members.
To find out more about 4-H pro-
grams, visit www.4husa.org.

Companies that provide inter-
active touchscreen displays for
point-of-purchase, point-of-sale
and point-of-information uses,
such as Planar Systems, help to
make the technology accessible
and affordable, bringing a better
shopping experience to customers’
fingertips.  

Vacuuming frequently can be
easier than ever. iRobot, creator of
the Roomba® robotic vacuum, has
launched the Roomba Discovery
line. These vacuums offer an
active dirt detection system, a
self-charging base unit, faster
charging and longer battery run
time. For more information, go to
www.irobot.com.

(NAPSA)—You can use the
transition time between heating
and air conditioning seasons to
insure your home’s heating and
cooling systems are working effi-
ciently. Contract a NATE-certi-
fied technician to conduct regular
system inspections. North Ameri-
can Technician Excellence, or
NATE, is the nation’s largest
nonprofit certification organiza-
tion for heating, ventilation, air
conditioning and refrigeration
technicians. 

The first semielectronic digital
computing device was con-
structed by John V. Atanasoff, an
American mathematician and
physicist.




