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(NAPSA)—A sleek new coun-
tertop, state-of-the-art fixtures or
the hottest Italian tile might be
driving the desire to endure a
kitchen or bath remodel, but the
most important aspect of remodel-
ing could lie under the surface.

Installing the right underlay-
ment behind or below ceramic tile,
homebuilding and remodeling con-
tractors say, can prevent decidedly
unattractive broken tiles, swollen
walls and spongy floors down the
road. 

The problem, explains Ed
Bielecki, a tile contractor and
master plumber from the Balti-
more area, is that many walls and
floors are lined with products that
can become saturated with water,
a recipe for disaster in a kitchen,
bath, laundry room or mudroom.

“In the industry, it says you can
put tile on plywood or OSB [ori-
ented strand board],” says Bielecki,
a 30-year veteran of home con-
struction. “It doesn’t work. Water
goes through grout and attacks
plywood, making it swell.”

In the 1980s, he says, some
builders placed drywall between
the tile and the wood. Another
mistake, he says. The main com-
ponent of drywall, gypsum, he
explains, will eventually succumb
to water saturation. Even “green
board,” drywall with a water-
resistant paper face still used fre-
quently in wet-area applications,
is susceptible to damage. 

“A lot of builders just use dry-
wall in the shower,” agrees John
DuFeif, a Baltimore-area custom-

home builder and remodeler. “And
then they just put the tile over the
drywall. I’d say 80 percent of the
homes built in this country are
built that way. It gets mildew and
becomes soft.”

A frequent alternative to gyp-
sum products, glass-mesh cement
board, may be cement based, but
because of its high permeability,
will resist only limited wetness,
Bielecki adds.

The solution, both say, is to use
a fiber-cement backerboard,
behind or below the tile. Their
brand of choice is Hardibacker®

underlayment and backerboards,
manufactured by James Hardie
Building Products in thicknesses
of 1⁄4 inch and 1⁄2 inch for floors
and walls, respectively. 

“I  feel  it ’s  superior to any
other product on the market,”

DuFeif  says of  Hardibacker
underlayment, praising it for its
high density and durability.
Hardibacker backerboard, for
which the company recently
engineered a new performance-
enhancing technology for its 1⁄2-
inch thick product for walls, is
the number-one selling backer-
board on the market. 

Harold Hershey’s 40-year-old
home in Rockville, Md., was due
for a new shower because the floor
underneath the shower had suc-
cumbed to water damage.

“In time it cracked and leaked
through and rotted out a floor or
two,” Hershey says, explaining
that DuFeif ’s company installed a
new floor, custom vinyl shower
pan and tile.

Fortunately, products have
improved since the days when
Hershey’s home was built, and
DuFeif advises his customers to
take advantage of the fruits of the
latest building product technolo-
gies to keep their kitchens and
baths stunning and looking new.

“Use the best quality materi-
als,” he says, “because once you
put these materials in place and
cover them up with tile or a coun-
tertop, they’re there for a long
time and it’s very hard to take
these things out once they’re in.”

“What’s behind the tile,” he
sums it up, “is just as important
as the tile itself.” 

For more information on
Hardibacker ceramic tile under-
layment, call 1-888-JHARDIE or
visit www.hardibacker.com.

Awash in Repairs: Good Construction in Kitchen and Bath 
Now Prevents That Sinking Feeling Later

A little moisture seeping
through grout does a wall’s
worth of damage when tile is
attached directly to green board
or plywood; experts recommend
fiber-cement backerboards in
kitchens and bathrooms.

(NAPSA)—Kids and comput-
ers— from keyboard to joystick,
children are spending more time
learning and playing on the PC
than ever before. Online gaming in
particular is growing, as the Inter-
net continues to reach more and
more homes, schools and libraries.  

There are currently 50 million
people who play online games
worldwide, according to DFC Intel-
ligence, a San Diego-based consult-
ing firm focused on interactive
gaming. That number is expected
to reach 114 million by 2006.  

At the rate kids learn technol-
ogy, it’s easy for parents to feel left
in the dark. Fortunately, there are
some easy ways to help ensure
your child is accessing safe and
appropriate games—without un-
plugging the computer:  

Check the Rating
Many online games come with

ratings designated by a trade
association that reviews almost
every game on the store shelves
and many online. You’ll find these
rating symbols on software pack-
ages, and also on the home pages
of many gaming sites. Just as you
would consider a movie rating
before taking your child to the
theater, you can use game ratings
to determine whether the content
is appropriate for your child.
Since 68 percent of all video and
online games are rated “E” for
everyone, you should find some-
thing fun for your child that lets
you rest a little easier.  
Encourage “Contained” Sites

Some online games are “con-
tained,” meaning kids can’t switch
to a Web site that you haven’t
authorized. The latest example is
Planet Hot Wheels (www.planet
hotwheels.com), a free online gam-
ing site where kids customize and
race virtual Hot Wheels cars
head-to-head in real time against
friends. 

“We’ve focused on making
Planet Hot Wheels safe and fun
for kids, as well as worry-free for
parents,” said Amy Boylan, senior

vice president of new media for
Boys/Entertainment, Mattel. “We
came up with a completely self-
contained interactive universe
where kids can play games or race
against friends, and since there’s
no browser on the screen, they
can’t get out and explore other
Web sites that parents might find
objectionable.”

Do Frequent Walk-bys
Parenting experts recommend

that you walk in and out of the
room frequently when your child
is using the computer. Kids are
less likely to risk exploring inap-
propriate material if they know
you might interrupt at any
moment. If your child switches the
screen suddenly when you enter
the room, it can be a clue that he
or she was accessing an unautho-
rized destination.  

Play Along with Your Child
According to the National

Institute on Media and the Fam-
ily, 92 percent of kids ages 2-17
play computer or video games,
making it virtually inevitable
that your child will come into
contact with online gaming. So, if
you can’t beat ’em, join ’em. You
just might be surprised at how
much fun some of the games will
be for you—and your kids may
think you’re the coolest parent
ever.

Visit www.planethotwheels.com
to see the first online multi-player
permanent universe for kids.

Youngsters can find friends
and fun around the world with
safe yet exciting Web site games.

Safe Online Games For Kids

(NAPSA)—Press a few keys on
your computer, www.nces.ed.gov,
and you can open a treasure chest
of education statistics. For exam-
ple, you can learn that: 

• The number of violent crimes
in schools went down between
1995 and 1999.

• The number of people going
to college will increase 20 percent
between now and 2011.

• Finland had the highest
average reading scores—higher
than the U.S.—among the many
countries whose students were
tested in the year 2000.

This information is from the
Web site of the National Center
for Education Statistics (NCES) at
the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion. Going to this site will intro-
duce you to nearly 1,700 publica-
tions and statistical products. It
features a “Did You Know?” educa-
tion facts section, a “Students’
Classroom,” a sign-up subscrip-
tion for e-mail alerts about new
products and help pages to make
your visit easier. 

Try visiting the NCES Web site
if:

• Your family is moving to a
new town and you want informa-
tion about the city’s schools;

• Your child would like to play
a game that will teach how and
why probability works; or

• You need information about
colleges.

The COOL page (College Op-
portunities OnLine), for example,
is a special feature of the site that
has up-to-date information on
over 9,000 U.S. colleges and uni-
versities. If you need information
about a large university, a small
liberal arts college, a specialized
school, a community, career, or
technical college or a trade school,
COOL can help. 

Reliable education statistics can
help you make good decisions about
education. The U.S. Department of
Education’s National Center for
Education Statistics has a wealth
of information that you can use for
both learning and teaching. Open
the treasure chest at www.nces.
ed.gov and see what you find.

A “Treasure Chest” Of Education Information

Go to www.nces.ed.gov for
statistics about education in
America.

(NAPSA)—Halloween is here!
It’s time for imaginations to soar as
high as witches’ broomsticks in the
air. Children can become gruesome
ghouls, pretty princesses or magical
wizards. And, grownups can become
trusted safety enforcers by ensuring
children are fully equipped with
flashlights, fresh batteries and
some simple rules-of-the-road.

According to the National Safety
Council, Halloween represents the
biggest one-day surge of pedestri-
ans on neighborhood streets. Day-
light hours are shorter, and Hal-
loween-related injuries happen
primarily after dark. Based on
these facts, it is important that
ghosts and goblins be fully illumi-
nated while they creep around
neighborhoods, tricking for treats.

To help ensure that children are
easily visible to nearby drivers, and
that the ghosts and goblins can
safely find their way to driveways
and porches, Duracell recommends
that grownups use Halloween as a
reminder to change their flashlight
batteries, relying on a brand they
can trust.

Other Halloween safety tips to
follow, as recommended by the
American Red Cross, include:

• Wear light-colored clothing
• Put reflector tape on the

backs of costumes and shoes
• Walk, slither and sneak on

sidewalks, not in the street
• Look both ways before cross-

ing the street
• Cross the street  only at

corners
• Don’t hide or cross the street

between parked cars
• Plan your route and share it

with your family—if possible,
bring a grownup along

• Use flashlights instead of
candles in your jack-o’-lanterns

• Visit homes with the porch
light on

• Accept your treats at the door
and never go into a stranger ’s
house

• Use face paint rather than
masks or things that will cover
your eyes

• Be cautious of animals and
strangers, and

• Have a grownup inspect your
treats before eating, and don’t eat
candy if the package is already
opened

By following these trusted tips,
parents can help keep Halloween
safe—and fun—for everyone.

Lighting The Way To A Safer Holiday

Flashlights with fresh batteries
are an important part of children’s
Halloween costumes.

(NAPSA)—At Ringling Broth-
ers, animals are treated just like
members of the family, says Mark
Oliver Gebel, who has been a
member of the “Greatest Show on
Earth” since he was born. Accord-
ing to Gebel, one of the world’s
most famous animal trainers,
working with circus animals
starts with affection and constant
contact. This helps to create a
respectful relationship between
man and animal.

When planing a move, it’s a
smart idea to research gas, elec-
tric, cable and telephone service
providers at the new address and
arrange for new utilities to be
connected the day of arrival. To
quickly and easily arrange long-
distance telephone service at your
new address, call Spring at 1-800-
877-4646. Remember to ask cur-
rent providers to disconnect ser-
vice the day after you move.
Many people asume their dis-
count long-distance calling plan
will automatically be available at
their new location. They need to
contact their long distance
provider, not just their new local
phone company, to retain any cost
savings after the move.




