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(NAPSA)—If thinking about
your investments these days
leaves you with mixed emotions,
you’re not alone. Many people,
though heartened by recent mar-
ket gains, are still smarting from
three years of market turbulence. 

A recent survey found that,
while more than eight out of 10
investors still believe in the bene-
fits of investing, the same number
report that experiences during the
past three years are causing them
to manage their investments dif-
ferently today. Though optimistic,
many also characterized their feel-
ings toward investing today as
“cautious.” 

The survey commissioned by
Charles Schwab also found that
many of today’s cautiously opti-
mistic investors expect to increase
their level of investment in the
stock market over the next year.
Before you join them, ask yourself
these four questions to help you
decide if the first changes you
need to make are changes in how
you manage your portfolio and
work with your broker:

1. Have the last three years
made you more comfortable in
managing your own investments,
or more cautious?

After the challenges of the last
few years, some investors may
feel better equipped to deal with
the stock market’s inevitable ups
and downs, while others may
question their ability to invest
wisely. In fact, more than a third
of the survey respondents said
that the past three years have
made them more cautious about
their own abilities to manage
their investments. 

2. Do you feel you have the
time and energy needed to man-
age your investments, or do other
commitments in the home or at
work take priority?

While some investors enjoy the
responsibilities of portfolio man-
agement, others find they don’t
have time for it anymore. In this
case, consider asking your broker-

age firm about tools and services
that can help simplify day-to-day
portfolio management.

3. Do you feel your portfolio
truly reflects your individual
goals?

More than three-fourths of sur-
vey respondents felt it was very
important not only for a broker to
understand their individual
needs, but to help tie their invest-
ment strategy directly to their
personal life goals. 

4. How have you managed
your investments in the past? 

Take an honest look at how
you’ve handled investments and
finances in the past. Were you
primarily working alone, with an
advisor, or some combination of
the two? Then think about how
you can feel more confident mov-
ing forward. Most brokerages
offer a combination of profes-
sional advice and individual con-
trol, so find the right mix for you.

For many, the answers to
these questions aren’t cut and
dry. Nearly six in 10 investors
(56 percent) said that it is much
more important to “have access
to financial services that are bet-
ter tied to one’s personal prefer-
ences and needs,” compared to
three years ago.

“Investing is as individual as
you are,” says Carrie Schwab-
Pomerantz, vice president of con-
sumer education for Charles
Schwab. “Think about what
would be the best fit for your
own personal needs and goals,
and then work with your finan-
cial services provider to identify
those products and services that
best suit you. Investing today
doesn’t have to be one size fits
all.” 

For more information, visit
www.schwab.com. Charles Sch-
wab & Co., Inc. Member SIPC/
NYSE. (0104-7353).

Investment Style: Managing Finances Your Way

Regularly adjusting portfolio to protect against risk

Having access to financial services that are better tied to
personal preferences and needs

Investing for long-term returns rather than short-term gains

Paying attention to financial and other current events
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What's More Important 
For Today’s Investors

Investors were asked to rate how important different investment
activities are to them today, versus in 2001.

Methodology: The survey of 515 investors with at least $100,000 in investment assets was conducted online from December 1 to
December 10, 2003. The margin of error for the total sample (515) is +4.3 percent at the 95 percent level of confidence.

(NAPSA)—New homeowners
often purchase tools on an as-
needed basis—or realize they
don’t have the right tools at the
time of an emergency repair. A
properly equipped toolbox can
save time and frustration and
make projects fun and exciting. 

In addition to screwdrivers,
hammers and wrenches, power
tools are important for any do-it-
yourselfer. 

“Confidence comes with the
right power tools,” said Tim
Brasher with Skil Power Tools.
“The Internet is a great resource
to find the right tools to meet your
needs. At Skil.com, do-it-your-
selfers can find buying guides, as
well as project instructions at any
level.” 

Here’s the Skil recommended
New Homeowner’s Guide to Power
Tool Essentials:

• Cordless Drill/Drivers pro-
vide versatility and are good for
projects ranging from hanging up
pictures and drywall to erecting a
tool shed or attaching a satellite
dish. Both 12-Volt and 14-Volt
drills are great for occasional
household drilling or screwdriving
projects. If your projects are more
comprehensive, such as deck
building, then an 18-Volt drill is a
good choice. In addition, look for
drill/drivers with convenience fea-
tures to boost user confidence. For
example, Skil’s 18-Volt X-Drive™

drill/driver features an on-the-
board stud finder, battery fuel
indicator, built-in work light and
forward/reverse indicator.  

• Skilsaws are ideal for mak-
ing straight cuts through a single
piece or multiple pieces of wood.
Typical uses include cutting ply-
wood, paneling or 2x4s for decks.

When shopping for a Skilsaw, look
for a safety latch that locks the
blade in place to prevent the tool
from accidentally turning on.

• Sanders add the finishing
touch for a variety of projects. A
random orbit sander removes
twice as much surface area as
sheet belt sanders. A common
gripe with sanding projects is that
they are dirty and cause too much
dust. Look for sanders with a
Micro Filter system that actually
captures two times the dust of
conventional sanders. 

• Another power tool to con-
sider is a reciprocating saw for
pruning and handling fallen
branches after storms or to power
through metals and tackling
demolition projects. 

A cost-effective way to get your
tool kit started is with power tool
combination kits. Many kits
include many power tool essentials
and sell for under $200. For exam-
ple, Skil has a cordless combo-pack
that has an 18-Volt X-Drive
drill/driver, a Skilsaw, a recipro-
cating saw, light and stud finder.
The Skil X-Drive 18-Volt Combo-
Pack has a carrying bag, two bat-
teries and a one-hour quick
charger for user convenience. It’s
available nationwide at Lowe’s. 

Top Tool Tips

Having the right power tools
saves homeowners headaches.

(NAPSA)—Here’s news that
may color your opinions: In a
recent survey, 30 percent of
respondents selected turquoise as
their favorite color to wear in
spring and summer 2004; white
was the number two choice.

A beautiful color palette can be
the basis for the season’s incredibly
wearable clothes and accessories,
including mouth-watering sherbet
tones of raspberry, lemon, lime and
orange. Combine these flavorful
colors with vivid brights such as
turquoise, fuchsia, chartreuse and
lavender for a fresh, fun look.

Among the best dresses this
season: strapless with a high
waist and full skirt. Consider geo-
metric prints; bold florals and
two-toned stripes. Don’t ignore
solids—they still look great.

Cropped pants can be an essen-
tial component to spring/summer
fashion. There are a wide variety
of lengths from which to choose, so
select the most flattering and
comfortable. Capris can go just
about anywhere, especially with
kitten heels, colorful cotton tees
and fitted knit tops.

Off-the-shoulder, boat-neck
tops are extremely popular, as are
ruffled blouses with pouf sleeves,
classic button-down striped
blouses and polka dot knits. The
tank is a versatile wardrobe piece;
layer under, over or wear alone.
Choose any bright color; white
works equally well.

Shoes and bags are key to the
best dressed looks—the brighter the
better. Pastel colored bags—think
peppermint pink or canary yellow—
can make an outfit totally chic.

Bags in general are more struc-

tured. Gold and silver accents are
particularly stylish.

For shoes, ’50s style pumps are
back but they’re far from plain.
What’s new: lace-up ribboning,
brilliant colors, cut-outs, appliqués,
textured finishes. Slingbacks, plat-
forms and strappy sandals look the
best in metallics and brights.

The belt may be one of the best
ways to update your wardrobe.
Belting your cardigan over your
dress or skirt looks new again.
Look for belts of grosgrain ribbon
and thin leather.

Color also prevails in jewelry,
report the experts on high fashion
at low cost at T.J. Maxx. Semi-
precious stones can really perk up
an outfit. Bracelets are big; ear-
rings are long. Oversized sun-
glasses, flower pins and scarves
provide a glamorous, retro touch.

To find a nearby store in the off-
price retailer chain that sells
brand name, designer merchandise
and accessories for less, call 1-800-
2TJ-MAXX, or visit tjmaxx.com.

The Mood Is Colorful And The Fashionable Are Happy

(NAPSA)—If you are busy, a
diet that offers prepared foods,
such as those found in the new
Nourish brand by NutriSystem
might be the best choice. The
program was designed for the
busy person who needs an easy
way to lose weight. It has 100
new, delicious, healthy, good-
carb foods that can be enjoyed at
home, at the office or while trav-
eling. The program takes the
work out of weight loss by opti-
mizing low glycemic index carbo-
hydrates, fats, proteins and por-
tion sizes. To learn more, visit
www.nutrasystem.com or call 1-
800-321-THIN for a free weight
counseling session.

There are as many as 35 mil-
lion Americans currently follow-
ing a low-carb diet. What many
carb counters do not realize is
that it may not be as hard as you
think to stay low carb when you
go to parties. Spirits such as
Smirnoff Jose Cuervo, Crown
Royal, Johnnie Walker and Tan-
queray have zero carbs per serv-
ing, a fact many people don’t
know. For more information on
how to plan a low-carb party,
visit www.lowcarbparties.com.

Cancer centers across the
country are looking for patients
with advanced colorectal cancer
to participate in two new studies
currently underway. The studies
are called Confirm 1 (Colorectal
Oral Novel Therapy for the Inhi-
bition of Angiogenesis and
Retarding of Metastases in First-
Line) and Confirm 2 (Colorectal
Oral Novel Therapy for the inhi-
bition of Angiogenesis and
Retarding of Metastases in Sec-
ond-Line). Patients interested in
participating can get more infor-
mation by calling 1-800-340-
6843 or visiting the Confirm Web
site at www.etrials.Novartis.com.

***
You must be the change you
wish to see in the world.

—Mahatma Ghandi
***

***
Don’t ask yourself what the
world needs; ask yourself what
makes you come alive. And then
go and do that. Because what
the world needs is people who
have come alive.

—Harold Whitman
***

***
Why should there be the method
of science? There is not just one
way to build a house, or even to
grow tomatoes. We should not
expect something as motley as
the growth of knowledge to be
strapped to one methodology.

—Ian Hacking
***




