HINTS FOR HOMEOWNERS

March Ants Out Of Your Home For Good

(NAPSA)—If irritating ants
have found their way into your
home and invaded your life, you
are not alone. According to
research conducted by the
National Pest Management Asso-
ciation, 25 percent of homeowners
say ants are their main pest con-
cern. This same study revealed
that more than half of all home-
owners have had problems with
ants—making them the most
prevalent pest nationwide. In
addition to being a general nui-
sance, these bothersome pests can
cause significant damage in your
home by destroying wood and con-
taminating your food.

Once they’ve invaded your
house, ants are one of the most
difficult pests to control. The
National Pest Management Asso-
ciation offers five tips to keep
those unwelcome ants out of your
home once and for all:

1. In many cases, ants enter
your home in search of food. You
can keep ants out by keeping your
kitchen spotless and removing all
accessible food sources. Always
keep food, especially sweets, in
clean, airtight containers. Rinse
out recyclable containers, take
garbage outside regularly and
store it in sealed containers. Be
sure to wipe down all countertops
frequently with soap and water,
and clean up any grease or spills
immediately.

2. Avoid leaving pet food
dishes out for long periods of time.
You can create a moat to keep
ants away from your pet food by
placing the dish inside another

Most American homeowners
have had problems with ants—
making them the most prevalent
pest nationwide.

shallow, larger dish with an inch
of water in it.

3. Caulk and seal all cracks
and crevices around your home’s
foundation that could provide
entry from the outside, especially
those areas leading to the kitchen
where food is prepared. Trim any
tree branches and shrubs that
touch the outside of the house to
prevent ants from gaining access
to the house.

4. Eliminate sources of mois-
ture or standing water that may
attract ants. It is important to get
any plumbing leaks fixed right
away.

5. If ants do find their way into
your house despite these precau-
tions and they prove too big a pest
to handle, always seek the help of
a licensed pest professional. A pest
professional will be able to iden-
tify which species of ants are pre-
sent and can help you control the
problem.

For more information on ants
and how to protect your home,
please visit www.pestworld.org.





