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(NAPSA)—Innovative technol-
ogy is helping a growing number
of small-business owners finally
enjoy some vacation time.

That’s the word from experts
who say affordable cloud-based
systems are giving business own-
ers and office managers a way to
stay in control of their company’s
operations wherever they are.

By moving their financial
records to an online solution, busi-
ness owners are able to manage
their money, bill their customers,
pay their bills and even oversee
their employees’ or bookkeeper’s
activities from anywhere, even the
beach.

Plus, online information can be
more secure given that it is pro-
tected by bank-level security mea-
sures rather than scattered about
multiple offices, desks and brief-
cases. All that’s needed is a smart-
phone or any connection to the
Internet.

To help business owners stream-
line their operation, René Lacerte,
CEO and founder of Bill.com, a
leading bill payment, invoicing and
cash management online solution,
offers the following tips:

•Abandon the manual method
for payables and receivables and
switch to a new cloud-based, auto-
mated cash flow management sys-
tem such as Bill.com.

•Sync your company’s cash
flow data with your existing
accounting software and link it to
your bank. This will let you
streamline operations so you only
need to go to one screen to get all
your work done from wherever
you might be.

•Facilitate customer payments
by sending automated reminders
to customers. This lets you keep
your cash flow going without
wasting time manually sending e-
mails or calling.

•Scan all your needed docu-
ments to your online solution.
That way, you can vacation with-

out bringing any paperwork—and
all the data you need will be at
your fingertips.

•Increase your fraud protection
when you are out of the office. Don’t
worry about checks being lost,
stolen or altered when your mail
starts stacking up. By using ePay-
ments to both send and receive
funds, you never have to worry.

•Encourage customers and
vendors to go paperless by send-
ing bills and payments electroni-
cally through your system. That
way, everyone can work more effi-
ciently and effectively. You are apt
to get fewer calls or e-mails if
everyone has easy access to
information.

•Control access to your com-
pany’s cash flow data by setting
up a cloud-based system that
allows only certain employees to
view specific data and perform
preapproved tasks. This elimi-
nates mistakes and the ability to
alter your data.

Plus, by moving the functions
online now, business owners can
enjoy more time away from their
desk in any season.

For more information, visit
www.bill.com or call 1-877-345-
2455.

Business Owners Finding Free Time In The “Cloud”

By moving financial records to
an online solution, business own-
ers can manage their company’s
systems from anywhere they
have Internet access.

(NAPSA)—Adopting a pet,
whether it’s a giant dog or tiny kit-
ten, is a big decision that requires
a lifelong commitment—but when
you find the right fit, adopting a
pet also provides a life full of love.

For example, when Mayling
Zhong and Chester Leung visited
a PetSmart Charities National
Adoption Weekend event, they
knew there were many factors
they needed to consider before
adopting a pet.

“We knew that our small apart-
ment needed a small dog,” said
Leung. The two met several dogs
before stopping at Smokey. Just 4
months old, the terrier-miniature
pinscher mix was a little excitable
in his crate when he arrived, as
many puppies are. As the day
went on, however, Smokey calmed
down and seemed smart and
eager to please. His fun-loving
personality (and small size) con-
vinced Zhong to adopt him—she
knew he would be the right fit for
her and Leung. Within minutes,
the couple was filling out the
adoption paperwork and they
were ready to welcome the new
pup into their home.

Pet Points To Ponder
If you’re considering adoption,

here are a few things to keep in
mind:

1. Space: Do you live in an
apartment or a house? Do you
have a big backyard? Different
types of dogs and cats require dif-
ferent amounts of exercise and
space. Zhong and Leung knew
they needed to take into consider-
ation the size of their home as
part of their decision to adopt.

2. Time: Decide how much time
you can dedicate to caring for a
dog or cat. Cats can be more inde-
pendent and often require less
time for daily exercise.

3. Children: Make sure you
are aware of the pet’s tempera-
ment. A shelter worker may be
able to say how a pet gets along
with children. You might even
consider creating a special area in
your home just for your pet, so he
has a safe place to go if children
are running around the house.

4. Resources: Ensure that you
have the appropriate resources to
care for a pet. Creating a budget
for things like food and veterinary
care is a good place to start. Adop-
tion is a commitment for the pet’s
entire life.

One easy way to find adoptable
pets and shelters is by searching
PetSmart Charities’ adoptable pet
locator. You can enter criteria such
as age, breed and size of the pet
you want.

Most pets available through
adoption are already spayed or
neutered, vaccinated and licensed,
and are often microchipped for a
very affordable adoption fee.

Learn More
Find more adoption tips and

resources at www.petsmart
charities.org.

Adopting A Pet: How To Choose Your Best Match

Mayling Zhong and Smokey are
glad they found each other.

(NAPSA)—Teens are more
optimistic about their financial
future but may depend longer on
their parents, according to a
major new survey. Teens also ex-
pressed concern over paying for
higher education.

Among the Teens and Personal
Finance Survey’s key findings, con-
ducted by Junior Achievement
USA® and The Allstate Foundation:

•More than half of teens think
students are borrowing too much
to pay for college, yet only 9 per-
cent report they are currently sav-
ing money for college.

•Nearly 30 percent have not
talked with their parents about
paying for college.

•Nearly one in three teens
thinks he or she will be 25 to 27
years old before becoming finan-
cially independent.

•Teens are unsure about their
ability to budget (23 percent), use
credit cards (20 percent) or invest
money (34 percent).

•The majority of teens (76 per-
cent) still report the best time to
learn about money management is
in kindergarten through high
school, but only 29 percent reported
programs currently in place.

•Of the 33 percent of teens who
say they do not use a budget, 42
percent are “not interested” and
more than a quarter (26 percent)
think “budgets are for adults.”

•More than one-third of teens
are either unsure or think their par-
ents do not talk with them enough
about money and budgeting.

“From our findings, we can infer
that teens expect to live with their

parents longer. It is interesting to
see this shift in teens thinking they
will remain financially dependent
on their parents,” said Jack E.
Kosakowski, president and chief
executive officer of Junior Achieve-
ment USA. Since 2005, the organi-
zation, in partnership with The All-
state Foundation, has helped more
than 1.2 million students set per-
sonal goals about money and make
wise financial choices.

The program, JA Economics for
Success®, also empowers students
to develop, plan and set goals to
help protect themselves from
unexpected financial pitfalls.

According to Don Civgin, presi-
dent and chief executive officer of
Allstate Financial, there is an
urgent need for parents and chil-
dren to broach the subject. “Par-
ents continue to be the No. 1 influ-
ence on teens when it comes to
money,” he said, “so there is
tremendous opportunity for family
conversation.”

To learn more, visit www.ja.org
as well as www.allstatefounda
tion.org.

Money Management 101

There is a growing need for
money management programs
for students.

(NAPSA)—“Each year, there
are over 25 million free credit
reports provided to consumers,”
said Stuart K. Pratt, president
and CEO of the Consumer Data
Industry Association. Consumers
can get a free credit report from
the nationwide credit bureaus,
Equifax, Experian and Trans-
Union, annually at
www.annualcreditreport.com.

* * *
Two of the more popular trucks

on the monster truck circuit are
Raminator and Rammunition. To
find out when these iconic Ram
Truck brand-sponsored monster
trucks are coming to your town,
you can visit www.raminator.com.
To learn more about Ram Trucks,
visit www.ramtrucks.com.

* * *
4-H National Youth Science

Day (NYSD) is the premier
national rallying event for year-
round 4-H science programming.
For more information about 4-H
National Youth Science Day, go to
www.4-H.org/NYSD. For more
information about 4-H programs,
go to www.4-H.org.

(NAPSA)—“A new season,”
explains Tim Quinn, vice presi-
dent, AfterSales, Porsche Cars
North America, Inc., “is the per-

fect time to review critical car
safety functions.” For further facts
and tips, visit an authorized
Porsche dealer or http://shop.
porsche.com.

***
You don’t save a pitcher for
tomorrow. Tomorrow it may
rain.

—Leo Durocher
***

***
Don’t forget to swing hard, in
case you hit the ball.

—Woodie Held
***

***
Baseball, it is said, is only a
game. True. And the Grand
Canyon is only a hole in Arizona.

—George F. Will
***

Baseball player Roger Maris, who hit 61 home runs in 1961, won only
one home run title.

In Australia, the No.1 topping for pizza is eggs.




