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(NAPSA)—Small businesses
can use the Internet to effectively
and affordably advertise and con-
nect with customers. But when it
comes to using some of the latest
Web-based tools, a new report
found many small businesses
aren’t ready to pull the trigger. 

The report found that small-
business owners understand the
importance of the Internet to their
business, with 46 percent deriving
some revenue from the Web, but do
not know how to utilize newer
Web-based tools to their full
advantage. For instance, despite
evidence that blogs can be a power-
ful marketing tool, only 11 percent
of small businesses said they use
blogs to connect with potential
partners and customers. 

The research report is the third
in a series titled “Capital Access
Network Small Business Barome-
ter” and was commissioned by
Capital Access Network, Inc.
(CAN). The survey was conducted
nationally among small-business
operators who accept credit cards
as a form of payment. Here’s a look
at some additional findings: 

Factors Affecting 
Small Business 

The report asked respondents to
identify the top factors affecting
the success of small-business
firms. Overall expansion ranked at
the top of the list, followed by the
development of additional market-
ing and advertising programs, and
third, ensuring an active presence
for their business on the Internet. 

An Advanced Web Strategy? 
Despite a need to connect with

customers, “having an active
social media…strategy” ranked
seventh out of 10 choices when
respondents were asked for their
business-related priorities. The
finding reinforces the fact that not
all small businesses have a grasp

of the benefits of newer social
media technologies such as blogs
or Web-based communities and
instead focus their limited
resources on tactics they are most
familiar with. Ultimately, access
to financing may be one barrier
small businesses face when trying
to take full advantage of the
newer social media technologies. 

Paying For the Web 
Thirty-four percent of respon-

dents indicated that they were
aware they could sell their future
credit card receivables in exchange
for quick, accessible working capi-
tal. This process is also known as a
Merchant Cash Advance and is
growing in popularity among small-
business owners as a cash flow-
friendly way to obtain funding to
expand or promote their company. 

For more information on small
business, visit www.CapitalAccess
Network.com. 

Reading The Small-Business Barometer

What Is The Primary Reason Preventing 
You From Investing In An Increased 

Internet Presence Or Using Internet Tools 
For Your Business?

Don’t know how to implement them

Limited understanding of how to effectively 
use them

Don’t have the available funds

Don’t have the time or people to manage it

Don’t think they are important

Other
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Online Opportunity—Only 11 per-
cent of small businesses use
blogs to connect with customers
and partners, according to a new
report.

(NAPSA)—High blood pressure
is a major public health issue,
affecting an estimated 72 million
Americans and approximately one
billion people globally. High blood
pressure can cause serious health
consequences. And many patients
will require two or more medi-
cines to reach their blood pressure
goal. 

Now there is a powerful new
treatment option available to help
patients with high blood pressure. 

The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration recently approved
Exforge® (amlodipine and valsar-
tan) which combines the active
ingredients in two of the most pre-
scribed high blood pressure medi-
cines- Diovan® (valsartan) and
Norvasc® * (amlodipine)—in a con-
venient single-tablet form.

“High blood pressure continues
to be a major public health issue in
the U.S., and many patients will
require multiple medications to
achieve blood pressure control,” said
Bertram Pitt, MD, FACC, and a
Professor of Medicine Emeritus at
the University of Michigan School
of Medicine Division of Cardiology.
“This new treatment offers greater

efficacy and improved convenience
with a single tablet compared to its
components that will simplify treat-
ment for patients.”

By combining the complemen-
tary actions of Diovan and Nor-
vasc, Exforge allows blood vessels
to relax so that blood can flow
more easily. In clinical trials,
Exforge demonstrated superior
blood pressure lowering efficacy in
patients uncontrolled when taking
either component. 

Patients with high blood pres-

sure should talk with their health-
care professional about lifestyle
changes to help reduce their blood
pressure and, if needed, about the
best treatment options for them. 

To Learn More
For more information about

Exforge, talk to your doctor or
visit www.exforge.com. 

Exforge is now available by pre-
scription in U.S. pharmacies in
four different strengths, as a once
daily oral therapy. Exforge has
been approved for use in high
blood pressure patients who have
not been controlled through the
use of either component alone or
other drugs in their classes. 

Taking EXFORGE during
pregnancy can cause injury
and even death to your unborn
baby. If you get pregnant, stop
taking EXFORGE and call
your doctor right away. Talk to
your doctor about other ways
to lower your blood pressure if
you plan to become pregnant.
See Warnings in complete Pre-
scribing Information by going
to www.exforge.com.

* Norvasc is a registered trade-
mark of Pfizer Inc. 

 

About High Blood Pressure
• High blood pressure affects approximately 

72 million adults in the U.S.
• Although anyone is susceptible, some risk 

factors for high blood pressure include being 
over 60 years of age, diabetes, smoking, 
obesity, lack of physical activity, being a 
woman who is post-menopausal or takes 
estrogen-based birth control. 

• Lifestyle changes including modifications in 
diet and exercise may be recommended for 
people with high blood pressure. 

• Many patients will require two or more 
medicines to reach their blood pressure 
goals.

New and Powerful Treatment Option Now Available 
To Help Millions of People with High Blood Pressure 

Important Safety Information about Exforge
Taking EXFORGE during pregnancy can cause injury and even death to your unborn baby.  If you get preg-

nant, stop taking EXFORGE and call your doctor right away. Talk to your doctor about other ways to lower
your blood pressure if you plan to become pregnant. See Warnings in complete Prescribing Information by
going to www.exforge.com.

EXFORGE is contraindicated in patients who are hypersensitive to amlodipine or valsartan.
Excessive hypotension was seen in 0.4% of patients treated with EXFORGE.  Volume and/or salt-depletion should be cor-

rected in patients before administering EXFORGE or symptomatic hypotension may occur. Caution should be observed when
initiating therapy in patients with heart failure or recent myocardial infarction and in patients undergoing surgery or dialysis.  

Rarely, increased frequency, duration, and/or severity of angina or acute myocardial infarction have developed in
patients treated with calcium channel blockers; particularly patients with severe obstructive coronary artery disease.

In patients with renal artery stenosis or severe renal impairment, care should be exercised with dosing of EXFORGE. In
patients with severe HF, decline in renal function and rarely, acute renal failure and/or death has been associated with
inhibiting the renin-angiotensin system.  

Dosage reduction and/or discontinuation of the diuretic and/or valsartan may be required. Evaluation of patients with
heart failure or post-myocardial infarction should always include assessment of renal function.

Amlodipine is not a beta-blocker and therefore gives no protection against the dangers of abrupt beta-blocker with-
drawal; any such withdrawal should be by gradual reduction of the dose of beta-blocker.

The most common adverse events that occurred more frequently with EXFORGE than placebo were peripheral edema
(5% vs. 3%), nasopharyngitis (4% vs. 2%), upper respiratory tract infection (3% vs. 2%) and dizziness (2% vs. 1%).

Exforge is not indicated for the initial treatment of hypertension. Please see full Prescribing Information avail-
able at www.exforge.com.

Important Safety Information About Diovan 
DIOVAN can harm an unborn baby and even cause death. If you get pregnant, stop taking DIOVAN. Call

your doctor right away. Talk to your doctor about other ways to lower your blood pressure if you plan to become pregnant.
See Warnings in complete Prescribing Information by going to www.diovan.com.

DIOVAN is contraindicated in patients who are hypersensitive to any component of this product.
Volume and or salt depletion should be corrected in patients prior to administering DIOVAN or symptomatic hypotension

may occur.
Care should be exercised with dosing of DIOVAN in patients with severe renal impairment. As a consequence of inhibit-

ing the renin-angiotensin system, changes in renal function may be observed in susceptible individuals (e.g. patients with
renal artery stenosis or severe heart failure).

No significant differences between adverse events, DIOVAN and placebo. AEs more frequent with DIOVAN than placebo:
viral infection (3% vs 2%), fatigue (2% vs 1%), abdominal pain (2% vs 1%); the most common AEs: headache and dizziness.
An increase in dizziness was observed with the 320 mg (8%) vs 10 mg to 160 mg (2% to 4%).

DIOVAN is indicated for the treatment of hypertension. Please see full Prescribing Information available at
www.diovan.com.
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(NAPSA)—The $2,000 bake
sale is history. What is getting a
rise among parents who want to
raise money to help build com-
puter labs or fund extracurricular
activities not in the school budget
are online auctions. To learn
more, visit cmarket.com.

**  **  **
Recently, one of the largest glass

manufacturers in the world,
Guardian Industries, introduced a
permanently protected shower
glass known as ShowerGuard®.
The surface of the glass is sealed to
resist corrosion and discoloration.
For more information, visit
www.showerguardglass.com.

**  **  **
Herbalife’s new H3O™ drink

contains electrolytes and nutrients
people lose by perspiring. It comes
in a powder that can be mixed
with water and it’s available in a
canister or serving “stick” that can
be thrown in a bag or pocket. Visit
www.herbalife.com.

**  **  **
A recent study by the AARP

has found that family caregiving
saves the country’s health care
system hundreds of billions of dol-
lars annually. Learn more at
www.aarp.org.

**  **  **
While you may know that it is

important to stay hydrated, you

may not realize caffeinated bever-
ages, in addition to water, can
help. A report from the Institute
of Medicine says caffeinated bev-
erages can count toward your
daily water intake. Learn more at
www.ific.org. 

**  **  **
To celebrate the October

Frozen Food Festival, the
National Frozen & Refrigerated
Foods Association has created a
$7,500 What’s Fresh in Frozens
Sweepstakes that runs through
the end of November. For more
information, visit www.Easy
HomeMeals.com. 

**  **  **
According to the Glade® Flame-

less Candle Survey, 76 percent of
moms today will sacrifice guilty
pleasures—from carbs to their
favorite purses—for a “Me Zone,”
a personalized place to relax and
unwind.

***
Disobedience, the rarest and most courageous of the virtues, is seldom distinguished from neglect,
the laziest and commonest of the vices.

—George Bernard Shaw
***

***
As long as the world shall last there will be wrongs, and if no man objected and no man rebelled, those
wrongs would last forever.  

—Clarence Darrow
***




