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(NAPSA)—Research has shown
that during a two-year period as
many as 75 percent of patients
with schizophrenia have difficulty
taking their oral medication on a
regular basis. In fact, missing
medications has been cited as a
major barrier to treatment success
in schizophrenia. The good news
is that the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration recently approved
an injectable, long-acting medica-
tion for schizophrenia.

For Paul R. of California, treat-
ment with this new prescription
medicine has meant getting back on
the road to recovery and taking
back the independence that was
lost when he began suffering from
the illness. At age 44, Paul was
diagnosed with schizophrenia and
was immediately given oral medica-
tion to help manage his symptoms.
However, he often skipped taking
his medication because it was diffi-
cult for him to tolerate. The medica-
tion also was a daily reminder of his
illness. Because of these lapses in
his treatment, Paul’s symptoms
kept re-emerging and continued to
interfere with his daily life. 

“After I was diagnosed, I kept
working but it was difficult be-
cause of the side effects from the
medication I was taking,” said
Paul. “When I started skipping
my medication, the symptoms

returned and voices became
unbearable.” Gradually, every-
thing that was normal in Paul’s
life fell apart.

After his schizophrenia symp-
toms became so severe that he was
fired from his job, Paul and his
physician decided he would
enroll in a clinical trial for the
long-act ing injectable  anti -
psychotic medication RISPERDAL®

CONSTA™ [(risperidone) long-acting
injection]. Since taking the med-
ication, Paul has been able to gain
control of his symptoms and feels
the “best I have in years.”

How does the 
medication work?

The treatment uses an ad-
vanced drug-delivery technology
that is given by injection every
two weeks to provide consistent

medication levels. The technology
works by essentially encapsulat-
ing drugs into tiny spheres that
break down slowly and release the
medication at a controlled rate.
The solution is water based, it is
easier to inject and patients have
reported minimal pain or discom-
fort, upon injection. 

Charles H., another participant
in a clinical study for the medica-
tion, saw his life change when he
started treatment with it a year
ago. “This medication really works
for me. I now live on my own,
something I wasn’t able to do
before because of my illness.”

“Relapse prevention is the cor-
nerstone of the recovery process for
a person with schizophrenia.
Therefore, the first goal of medica-
tion is relapse prevention. Once
that’s accomplished, you start look-
ing for ways to help people get the
most out of their lives,” said Peter
Weiden, M.D., a psychiatrist at
SUNY Downstate Medical Center
in New York. “A long-acting in-
jectable medication is a tool that
can help people stop worrying
about their medicine on a daily
basis and get back to what’s impor-
tant, like friends, family and the
goals they’ve set for themselves.”

For more information about
schizophrenia, visit www.mental
wellness.com.

Advanced Technology Brings New Hope For People With Schizophrenia

Advanced technology is helping
people with schizophrenia lead
more normal lives.

The accounts above represent unique patient experiences with RISPERDAL CONSTA.
Individual results with RISPERDAL CONSTA may vary.

In clinical trials, Risperdal Consta was generally well tolerated; however, it was associated with certain side effects. Treatment-emergent
adverse events with an incidence of 5 percent or greater in at least one of the Risperdal Consta groups (25 mg or 50 mg) and at least twice
that of placebo were: somnolence, akathisia, parkinsonism, dyspepsia, constipation, dry mouth, fatigue and weight increase. Prescribing
should be consistent with the need to minimize the risk of tardive dyskinesia; if its signs and symptoms appear, discontinuation of Risperdal
Consta should be considered. In the integrated database of multiple-dose studies the incidence of tardive dyskinesia was 0.6 percent (9/1499
patients). For more information, visit www.risperdalconsta.com or www.mentalwellness.com. 

(NAPSA)—Equally adept on the
ground with an exquisite equine or
in the air on a thin trapeze, “Circus
Siren” Sylvia Zerbini is one of the
most versatile performers Ringling
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey® has
ever known. 

Zerbini is a ninth-generation
circus performer, the daughter of
an exotic animal trainer and a cel-
ebrated trapeze artist. As a child,
she followed her family into show
business, first as an aerialist, but
was eventually drawn to work
with animals—specifically horses.

Now, audiences witness her
two loves in one daring act, which
highlights her bond with the
horses and her graceful trapeze
abilities. In an elegant and intri-
cate display, Zerbini defies gravity
for the aerialist portion, and is
then joined by her equine friends
in a liberty act, which highlights
the horses’ talents without the use
of reins or any other apparatus.
T h e  d i s p l a y  i n c l u d e s  e i g h t
Arabian horses lead solely by
Zerbini’s voice and subtle body
movements.

Having started in the circus as
a child, it’s not surprising Zerbini
has brought her daughter Ambra
into the fold. “When I practice,
she’ll be watching the horses and
Ambra will just know if one is
thinking of running out of the
ring. Then, she simply cues it to
stay inside,” says Sylvia. “She’s
learned the behaviors and man-
nerisms of horses. When I’m
training, I know before they do
how they’re going to behave. I see
the same instincts in her.”

“Horses don’t speak the same as
we do. You have to watch the way
they move, you have to learn how
they use their bodies,” says 11-

year-old Ambra, who has been
traveling with her mother since
age 2 and recently made her Rin-
gling Bros. debut, in which she fur-
ther displayed the family’s connec-
tion with animals: riding atop a
pony during the show’s opening
parade. “I’m happy because I get to
live and work with the animals.”

Ambra also gets to spend a lot
of time with her mom. Whether
hanging from her heels high above
the arena floor or orchestrating
her eight stunning white Arabian
liberty horses in a dreamlike dis-
play, Sylvia exhibits a preternat-
ural physical poise: the tender-
ness of a natural born animal
lover combines with the discipline
and fluency of a prima ballerina.

Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey is the only show business
phenomenon to run in three con-
secutive centuries, and each year
a new edition tours the country to
delight adults and “children of all
ages.” To learn more about The
Greatest Show On Earth®, visit
www.ringling.com.

Intricate Display Of Equestrian And Aerial Skills

With Ringling Bros., Sylvia
Zerbini puts her “horse sense” to
the test under the big top.

(NAPSA)—Gardening enthusi-
asts love the results of spraying:
lush lawns and pest-free flower
beds. But until recently, the job
had been awkward and unwieldy
as gardeners had to struggle with
tangling hoses and general bulk
from out-of-date devices that had
not changed much since they were
developed in the early 1900s. 

One manufacturer fulfilled the
secret wish of gardeners every-
where when it revolutionized the
garden sprayer business in perhaps
the most dramatic product redesign
the industry has ever seen. In addi-
tion to offering cutting-edge tech-
nology, this new line of garden
sprayers boasts a fresh new look
that makes all former sprayers
seem positively antiquated.

The product line offers many
innovative features and character-
istics not currently found on gar-
den sprayers and comes as a
direct result of years of research
by Chapin, both in the field and in
the lab. 

“We observed gardeners using
spraying equipment in their own
homes and saw firsthand some of
the challenges they are facing,”
said Tim Peloza, product market-
ing manager. “The people we ob-
served found the old-style spray-
ers difficult to use and sometimes
very confusing.”

While studying homeowners at
work in their yards, Chapin re-
searchers saw them struggling
with sprayers that were clogged,
tangled, messy and generally

uncomfortable and bulky. Further
research found that consumer con-
cerns included proper handling of
chemicals when pouring them into
the sprayer, accurately measuring
the chemicals and controlling the
amount of liquid that comes out of
the sprayer. 

“We set out to change garden
sprayers forever, and we have,”
said Peloza. “By listening to gar-
dening enthusiasts and observing
them at work, we were able to
meet their specific needs by
designing features that will result
in saving time, less aggravation
and peace of mind.”

The Spray ‘n Go™ sprayer fea-
tures the SureSpray™ patented
anti-clog filter and Total Spray
Control™, which includes an inte-
gral spray shield that gives gar-
deners the power to choose which

plants receive the spray and which
do not. There is an ergonomically
designed spray handle to lessen
strain on the hand and lower arm,
as well as a nozzle that can be
quickly adjusted to two different
positions for a cone or stream
spray. The nozzle is designed
within the concept of Chapin’s new
Clean ’n Easy™ system to keep
chemicals off your hands. The new
sprayer also has a large four-inch
opening in the translucent bottle
for no mess in filling, mixing and
cleaning.

In addition to the customer-
focused features, Peloza predicts
gardening enthusiasts will be
impressed by the sprayers’ unique
design. “Today’s gardeners demand
tools that are as good looking as
they are functional. So we com-
pletely overhauled the entire look,”
he said. “This is the first time that
cutting-edge industrial design con-
cepts have been applied to lawn
and garden sprayers.”

The new product line will be
available throughout the country
in top lawn and garden stores as
well as regional retailers and local
nurseries in time for the 2004 gar-
dening season. The suggested
retail prices for the Spray ‘n Go
models range from $19.99 to
$29.99 and are available in one-
and two-gallon capacities. 

Chapin is a family-owned, New
York-based company that has
been selling sprayers designed for
a multitude of household and
industrial uses for over a century.

No More Boring Garden Sprayers: Updated Looks, Innovative Features

A new kind of garden sprayer
offers convenience, comfort and
a modern look.

(NAPSA)—Byers’ Choice Ltd.,
the creator of adorable holiday
caroler figurines, is now celebrat-
ing its 25th year of making these
delightful holiday decorations (the
first were made in the 1960s by
company founder Joyce Byers for
her own home). Back then, she
had no idea that someday she
would run a company of 180 tal-
ented artists and have a Christ-
mas Gallery that attracts tens of
thousands of visitors a year from
all over the country. Each of the
Carolers® figurines is made
entirely by hand, making no two
ever the same. Visit the Web site,
www.byerschoice.com, to learn
more.

Basketball is one of America’s
hottest sports. With its growing
popularity come more equipment
options. Today, you have portable
basketball systems, in-grounds
and backboard and rim combina-
tion units to select from. Once
you’ve determined which system
is best for you, make sure you
read and understand all instruc-
tions and warnings issued by the
manufacturer.  If  digging is
required, call the utility com-
pany or Diggers Hotline to make
sure you don’t hit any under-
ground cables or electrical wires.
Watch for overhead telephone

and cable wires.  Assume all
wires are live. For more informa-
tion, call or visit the Web site of
the company who manufactured
your basketball system.

The United States Economic
and Security Review Commis-
sion want to find out more about
the technology U.S. companies
send to China and recommended
that Congress establish and
enhance, mandated corporate
reporting systems to better cap-
ture this information. When
many American firms build not
just factories, but research labs
and training centers for Chinese
scientists and engineers in sec-
tors linked to the military, the
need to know what is being given
to Beijing is obvious, say experts
at the U.S. Business and Indus-
try Council.




