AMERICA’S HERITAGE

New Tool For Exploring Your Family’s History

(NAPSA)—If you’re like most
Americans, you like to feel con-
nected: to the past, to a place and
to others. Discovering your family
history can be a rewarding way to
establish those connections and
help uncover who you are and
where you came from.

It can start simply by identify-
ing who is in your extended fam-
ily. You may be able to find the
names of your ancestors—grand-
mothers, uncles, cousins—going
back hundreds of years.

Next, you can get to know
them, learn where they were born,
whom they married, how they
made a living, where they lived
and how they died.

The ability to make such con-
nections is getting an unprece-
dented boost this year with the
release of the 1940 U.S. Census.
Research shows that 87 percent of
Americans alive today should be
able to find a relative in the 1940
Census. That’s almost 275 million
people who have a connection to
these records.

This is the census of The
Greatest Generation. It showed 16
million American men and women
safe at home on the brink of join-
ing the deadliest war in human
history. For the more than
400,000 who never returned from
World War II, it’s the last census
to record their names.

The census tells the story of a
country grappling with the great-
est economic hardship it had ever
known, something many find par-
ticularly relevant today, as the
country starts to emerge from its
current economic troubles.

Because modern technology
lets you access the census at
home as never before, Tim Sulli-
van, the president and CEO of
Ancestry.com, the world’s largest
online family history resource,
says his company has made the
1940 Census free to search at

Americans can get help digging
for their roots now that the 1940
U.S. Census is available, free,
online.

www.ancestry.com/1940. Millions
of people can literally sit down
with neighbors, friends or rela-
tives who were actually there in
1940, find the census page with
their name on it, and get them
talking.

You'll find an address for their
home, names of family and neigh-
bors. You'll see the highest grade
they had completed in school and
the family’s yearly income in 1939.
While they talk, you may get to
know them better and get a better
understanding of that place in
time. You may even get to know a
little more about yourself and how
you fit into the larger arc of your
family’s history and the world’s.

For example, Sharon Harris had
only been looking at the 1940 Cen-
sus for a brief time on Ancestry.
com before she came across a
record of her uncle. She couldn’t
believe her luck: Not only had she
found him quickly, but he was
married to someone she didn’t rec-
ognize. This short search into the
new census has already given her
a clue to an aunt that Harris never
knew about. Next on her list for
discovery is her family’s biggest
mystery: her great grandfather’s
disappearance in the 1930s.

It could help you understand—
and share with your family—the
essential human question of who
you are and where you came from.





