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(NAPSA)—Despite the eco-
nomic downturn—or perhaps
because of it—a new survey of
American homeowners shows they
overwhelmingly recognize the
value, beauty, durability and
safety of granite countertops.

The survey of 1,588 homeown-
ers, conducted online by Harris
Interactive on behalf of The Mar-
ble Institute, found that 76 per-
cent of homeowners agree with
the statement “Nothing beats the
beauty and value of granite coun-
tertops” and 75 percent of home-
owners who intend to remodel
their kitchens in the next two
years indicated they want granite
countertops.

“The survey shows what our cus-
tomers are telling us: No matter
what the economy looks like, home-
owners recognize that granite coun-
tertops enhance the value of their
homes,” said G.K. Naquin of Stone
Interiors in Loxley, Alabama, whose
company sells granite and other
countertops. “Consumers who are
remodeling their kitchens see gran-
ite countertops as a safe invest-
ment in their homes. They prefer
this natural stone to other mate-
rials because they understand it
pays for itself in terms of higher
resale value.”

When asked to rate which coun-
tertop material most enhances the
value of their homes, homeowners
favored granite by more than a
three-to-one margin over the sec-
ond choice: solid surface materials,
such as Corian®. Synthetic or man-
ufactured stone products, such as
Silestone®, were rated a more dis-
tant third by the homeowners.

By overwhelming margins,
homeowners agreed with the fol-
lowing statements about the nat-
ural stone:

•93 percent said granite
countertops are beautiful

•91 percent said granite
countertops are durable

•89 percent said granite
countertops are safe.

And 93 percent of homeowners
who intend to remodel their
kitchens in the next two years
agreed that granite countertops
are safe, reflecting the findings of
several comprehensive scientific
studies conducted during the past
several years.

“Natural stone like granite has
been used in homes for thousands
of years, and now that new tech-
nology has reduced the cost of pro-
ducing and shipping it around the
world, more homeowners are
embracing the beauty, durability
and safety of granite countertops,”
said Gary Distelhorst, CEO of the
Marble Institute of America,
which commissioned the survey.
“Independent consumer surveys
have consistently shown that
Americans love the natural look of
granite and value it above other
countertop products.”

The study showed consistent
support for granite across regions
of the country. Homeowners with
college degrees and higher in-
comes voiced a slightly higher
preference for granite counter-
tops. Seventy-four percent of col-
lege graduates and 75 percent of
those with annual household
incomes of $75,000 or greater
indicated they want granite coun-
tertops for the next time they
remodel their kitchens.

Homeowners with households of
five people or more were especially
supportive of granite. Eighty-seven
percent of these respondents
agreed with the statement “The
next time I remodel my kitchen, I
want granite countertops.”

This is the second national con-
sumer survey to show consumers
prefer granite. A 2008 study
showed 55 percent of consumers
wanted granite countertops in their
dream kitchens. The survey was
also conducted by Harris from Oct.

7–9, 2008 of 2,021 U.S. adults ages
18 years and older.

The 2012 study focused on
homeowners. It was conducted
online within the United States by
Harris Interactive on behalf of
Marble Institute of America from
January 5–9, 2012 among 2,541
adults ages 18 and older, 1,588 of
whom were homeowners.

For further facts and advice
about natural stone or to find a
qualified residential fabricator in
your area, visit www.marble-
institute.com.

New Survey Shows ‘‘Nothing Beats Value, Beauty Of Granite Countertops’’
Three-fourths of homeowners who plan to remodel their kitchens want granite

When asked to rate which coun-
tertop material most enhances
the value of their homes, respon-
dents favored granite by more
than a three-to-one margin over
the second choice: solid surface
materials.
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Countertop: 3cm Golden Beach
granite. Backsplash and mosaic:
4” x 4” mosaic travertine. Floor:
12” x 12” travertine.

(NAPSA)—The United States
health care system is undergoing
many notable changes. Among
them are the incentives for hospi-
tals to implement electronic health
records (EHRs) by 2015. The pur-
pose of this legislation is not to
simply move a patient’s data from
a paper chart to an electronic ver-
sion, but to use these records in a
“meaningful” way: to achieve sig-
nificant improvements in quality,
safety and care coordination.

While some hospitals are work-
ing to implement EHRs, many
rural and community hospitals
have lagged behind large urban
and university hospitals. “Under-
standably, smaller facilities are
concerned about the effect steep
implementation costs could have
on already strained budgets,” said
John Glaser, Ph.D., CEO, Siemens
Healthcare, Health Services Busi-
ness Unit. “However, it is impor-
tant for small community hospi-
tals to understand that investing
in an EHR system is not only fea-
sible but can help control and
reduce costs—two benefits that
are especially valuable to
providers and patient care.”

EHRs help improve efficiencies
for both the provider and patient,
including:

•More accurate billing and bet-
ter coordination with insurance
companies to reduce costs associ-
ated with rework;

•Quicker, more comprehensive
access to patient information,
helping ensure better care for
more patients;

•The possibility to view a
patient’s history and potentially
eliminate duplicate tests, thereby
reducing costs and increasing
patient satisfaction;

•The ability to record patient
notes faster with a seamless and
uniform EHR throughout the hos-
pital, eliminating the timely steps
of the traditional pen-and-paper
process.

Smaller facilities can now capi-
talize on the opportunity of EHRs
through funding options and gov-
ernment incentives that make the
transition more feasible. Millions
of dollars of grant money have
already been awarded by the gov-
ernment to support the adoption of
EHRs among rural and community
hospitals. Additionally, there are
solutions available for these hospi-
tals to cut costs, such as turning to
medical-grade cloud computing for
remote hosting. Remote hosting,
for example, allows hospital serv-
ers to be maintained by a vendor,
thereby reducing the need to hire
and train additional IT staff.

Today, smaller facilities can
overcome concerns about cost and
resources to make EHRs a reality.

Rural Hospitals Embracing Electronic Health Records

Implementing electronic health
records is good for patients and
good for hospitals.

(NAPSA)—Many believe that the
idea “you are what you eat” has par-
ticular significance for seniors.

That’s because following a
healthy diet can often lead directly
to a better quality of life, including
being more alert, having a strong-
er immune system, more energy,
faster recuperation times and the
ability to do a better job managing
chronic health problems.

It’s also said that eating well
can lead to a more positive outlook
and better emotional balance.
Plus, it can also help to keep mus-
cles, bones, organs and other body
parts stronger over time.

Stay Hydrated
Part of a proper diet is making

sure you drink enough water. Se-
niors can be prone to dehydration
because their bodies may lose
some of their ability to regulate
fluid levels and their sense of
thirst on a regular basis. Drinking
water with meals can help them
avoid urinary tract infections, con-
stipation and possibly confusion.

Take Your Vitamins
Even those who pay attention

to nutrition can sometimes benefit
from taking a vitamin supple-
ment, particularly when it comes
to getting enough vitamin B and
vitamin D.

•After age 50, a person’s stom-
ach produces less gastric acid,
which can make it difficult to
absorb vitamin B12, a vitamin
needed to help keep blood and
nerves vital. In order to get the
recommended daily intake (2.4
mcg) of B12, it may be necessary
for some to take a supplement.

•As people get older, their skin
is less efficient when it comes to
synthesizing vitamin D, which,

together with calcium, can help to
protect older adults from osteo-
porosis, so taking a supplement
may be to your benefit.

In both cases, as with any vita-
min or nutritional supplement, it’s
best to consult your doctor before
beginning a supplement program.

Get an Assessment
Since poor eating habits are a

primary concern among the senior
population, home health care
aides are playing an increasingly
important role in providing sup-
port for those who might be at
risk. In light of this and other
issues, Interim HealthCare—one
of the leaders in the home care
industry, providing services to
over 50,000 individuals nation-
wide—offers a free independent
living assessment for seniors.

To learn more or to take the
free assessment, you can visit
independentlivingassessment.com.

Nutrition: A Key To Health For Seniors

The benefits of healthy eating
can often lead directly to a better
quality of life for seniors—partic-
ularly, increased alertness and a
stronger immune system.

(NAPSA)—Before bringing home
a puppy, discuss the training that
needs to be put into your new pet’s
first months. One great way to start
is to watch a classic puppy love film
together such as “Lady and the
Tramp,” just released in a Blu-ray
and DVD Diamond Edition.

* * *
The insurance industry is hir-

ing. For example, The Guardian
Life Insurance Company of Amer-
ica (Guardian) expects to increase
its sales force by 5 percent, adding
over 800 new members to its
national distribution team in 80
agencies across the U.S. For more
information, visit www.Guardian
Life.com.

* * *
The new global mobile app—

Vonage Mobile®—lets users make
free high-definition calls and send
free texts to other app users and
provides ultra low-cost calling
worldwide. Learn more at www.
vonagemobile.com.

* * *
The new 7 for $7 Menu at IHOP

features a delicious variety of seven
meals for just $7 each. To find a
nearby restaurant, visit www.ihop.
com. You can find out more if you
follow IHOP on Facebook at

www.facebook.com/ihop or visit
www.ihop.com.

* * *
The Car Care Council promotes

regular vehicle care, maintenance
and repair to consumers. For a
free copy of the council’s “Car Care
Guide,” visit www.carcare.org.

* * *
Parents should talk to their

child’s doctor about concerns or
questions they have about vac-
cines, advises Every Child By
Two: Carter/Bumpers Champions
for Immunization (ECBT). ECBT
is a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to raise awareness of
the critical need for timely child-
hood immunizations. Learn more
at www.VaccinateYourBaby.org.

(NAPSA)—For detailed infor-
mation about flooring and floor
care, as well as a searchable data-
base of reputable flooring retail-
ers, visit the World Floor Covering
Association at www.WFCA.org or
call (800) 624-6880.

* * *
If your closet needs organizing,

try the adjustable and easy-to-
install ClosetMaid ShelfTrack™.
Choose from building a custom
design with open stock wire shelv-
ing (can be cut to size) or an
affordable wire starter kit. For
more information, contact Closet-
Maid at (800) 874-0008 or
www.closetmaid.com.




