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(NAPSA)—Did you know that
millions of children are buying
alcohol online or know someone
else underage who does? In spite
of this dangerous new trend,
states are moving to increase
online wine sales even as they fail
to monitor alcohol Web sites to
enforce underage drinking laws.
That’s the word from experts who
say a growing number of teens
have credit and debit cards that
allow them to point, click and
drink alcohol ordered anony-
mously off the Web.

According to the National Clear-
inghouse for Alcohol and Drug
Information, the Internet can act
as a type of general store where
computer users including teenagers
can purchase almost anything—
even beer, wine and liquor—with-
out any age verification. 

Results from a recent survey of
14-to-20-year-olds conducted by
Teenage Research Unlimited
(TRU) for the Wine and Spirits
Wholesalers of America, Inc.
(WSWA) indicate the following: 

• Half a million minors ages
14-20 (2%) admit ordering alcohol
online themselves, and 3.1 million
(12%) report having a friend who
does it.

• Nearly one in 10 (9%) say
they have visited a Web site that
sells alcohol. One-third—nearly
8.9 million ages 14-20 nation-
wide—are open to the possibility
of an online alcohol purchase
before age 21.

• Seventy-five percent say
their parents aren’t able to control
what they do on the Internet.

Advocates believe there should
be stiffer penalties for overnight
delivery companies that break the
law and states need more re-
sources to monitor online alcohol
activity.

“We know kids are buying alco-

hol online, we know states are
allowing more Internet wine sales
and we know states are not doing
even basic monitoring or enforce-
ment of these purchases,” WSWA
CEO Juanita Duggan said.

She believes that if states
aren’t encouraged to take action to
stop online alcohol sales, parents
will have missed an opportunity
to stop the trend of Internet alco-
hol sales to children. 

Duggan and local wine and
spirits distributors encourage par-
ents to let elected officials and
regulatory agencies know how
they feel about this issue. 

Some say until state and local
governments act, the burden falls
on parents to be advocates and to
make sure they are making the
most of the preventive measures
at their disposal. 

More information and tips for
parents on ways to prevent teens
from buying alcohol online are
available at the Web site
www.pointclickdrink.com. 

Online Sale Of Alcohol To Teens Worries Experts

Kat, a minor, ordered 190-proof
grain alcohol online. A plain
brown box containing the alcohol
was left on her doorstep with no
signature or ID check for proof of
legal drinking age.

(NAPSA)—The beauty and
state-of-the-art performance asso-
ciated with the Porsche is now
revving up kitchens in the form of
range hoods gifted with clean
lines of European design.

For years, range hoods have
been an afterthought when re-
modeling a kitchen. Cabinetry,
lighting or flooring have tradition-
ally been more important aspects
for homeowners to consider. How-
ever, the latest range hoods, such
as the Best by Broan WM24
range hood designed by F.A.
Porsche, may help turbocharge
remodeling efforts.

According to the Home Venti-
lating Institute (HVI), kitchens
are a main source of pollutants in
the home—a result of grease,
smoke, moisture and other by-
products generated from cooking.
Typical family cooking adds more
than 40 gallons of moisture to the
air annually and this excess mois-
ture can lead to allergy problems
and structural damage by encour-
aging the growth of molds, mildew
and bacteria. Unwanted odors
also are a byproduct of cooking,
lingering for days and soaking
into fabrics, carpets and clothing. 

The solution is to exhaust pollut-
ants to the outside. A range hood is
the best way to do this. The WM24
hood features efficient HVI-certi-
fied internal or quiet external
blower options for exhausting pol-
lutants outside the home. 

The composite skin of the
WM24 helps to reduce noise and
is available in metallic red, metal-
lic blue, metallic black and matte
aluminum finishes. 

Cooking also is made easy
through the use of many other
outstanding features. The hood
features particulate sensor tech-
nology for detecting particles from
cooking, providing selectable auto-
matic operation. Another feature
is an advanced air-refresh cycle
control that periodically and
silently replenishes the environ-
ment with fresh air. 

Additional special features
include Heat Sentry™, which
detects excessive heat and adjusts
the blower speed to high automat-
ically, a four-speed, electronic
push-button control and flue
extension options for ceilings
above eight feet tall.

For more information, call
(800) 558-1711 or visit www.best
bybroan.com. 

Bringing The Porsche Into Your Kitchen

A well-designed range hood can
remove grease, smoke and mois-
ture from a kitchen and add a
stylish element of design.

(NAPSA)—The Internet has
revolutionized a consumer’s abil-
ity to research personal health
issues and independently discover
the available options of finding
more affordable ways of obtaining
his or her medications.

For the millions of Americans
who have prescription drug plans
as part of their health insurance,
the actual cost of medications is
somewhat obscured by the co-
payment—usually a nominal fee
compared to the actual cost of the
drug.

But for the millions of Ameri-
cans who don’t have access to pre-
scription coverage, who must pay
for their medications out of
pocket, there is a crucial piece of
knowledge that can save them a
lot of money: The cost of prescrip-
tion drugs varies from pharmacy
to pharmacy. And in many cases,
Internet-based pharmacies can
offer even lower costs. For exam-
ple, a recent survey showed that
Walgreens was selling Plavix (75
mg, 90 tablets) for $405.09.
SmartChoiceDrugstore.com sold
the exact same drug and quantity
for $353.49. 

According to data collected by
SmartChoice, Americans pay
more for their prescription drugs
than people in other countries.
The reason is that pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturers sell at much
higher prices to U.S. wholesale
companies because they have no
restrictions on pricing. Higher
costs are also attributed to phar-
maceutical companies spending
hundreds of millions of dollars
each year in sales and marketing
people to push their medications

on the U.S. public and doctors
who prescribe the medications.

Just like online retailers from
whom you’d buy books, appli-
ances or even a car, Internet
pharmacies are able to offer
lower prices because of lower
overhead. With no storefront (and
accordant costs) to maintain,
there’s less of a markup on the
merchandise. The medication you
receive from Internet pharmacies
such as SmartChoice is identical
to the medicines found at a
neighborhood or chain drugstore.
The only difference is what you
pay. And if you take several dif-
ferent medications, the savings
can be substantial.

At SmartChoiceDrugstore.com,
each and every order is filled by a
registered and licensed pharma-
cist. Like any U.S. pharmacy,
S m a r t C h o i c e D r u g s t o r e . c o m
undergoes rigorous governmental
inspections regularly. The site is a
full-service pharmacy that has
access to all medications that any
other pharmacy would have. And
like traditional pharmacies, there
are policies and procedures in
place to validate prescriptions.

To learn more, visit the Web
site at www.smartchoicedrug
store.com. Even if you’re not com-
puter savvy, you can still save by
shopping with SmartChoice,
because the company takes phone
orders. Just call (866) 289-6337. 

Understanding The Cost Of Prescription Drugs

Discover the available options
for finding more affordable
ways of obtaining medications.  

Life Insurance: How
Much Is Enough?

(NAPSA)—It’s a question
financial advisers often hear: How
much life insurance do I need?  

“That’s not as simple as it
sounds,” says Ward Anderson,
CLU, ChFC, president of the Soci-
ety of Financial Service Profession-
als. “A lot depends on the survivors
you’re protecting, their ages,
needs, and your other assets.”

One rule of thumb is to pur-
chase a policy to pay all your cur-
rent debt (especially your mort-
gage) and replace your annual
income for five to eight years.
That amount may increase if you
have college-bound children, your
surviving spouse has special
needs, or other circumstances
exist that require additional
funding.

Seems like too much? Anderson
suggests asking yourself if you
would trade all your future pay-
checks for the face amount of life
insurance you now own. “That’s
what your family would be facing
if you died today.”

The Society of FSP encourages
you to review your life insurance
coverage whenever you have a
major life event.

For a free financial-planning
guide or the names of credentialed
financial professionals near you,
contact the Society of FSP at 1-888-
243-2258 or www.financialpro.org.

(NAPSA)—QQQ—the trade
name for the NASDAQ-100 Index
Tracking Stock (NASDAQ:
QQQQ)—is a type of investment
product known as an exchange
traded fund (ETF). Active
investors appreciate the simplic-
ity and liquidity of trading a bas-
ket of stocks in a single transac-
tion. Long-term investors
appreciate that the fund is based
on NASDAQ’s 100 largest nonfi-
nancial companies and diversified
across sectors. Additionally, QQQ
is eligible for 401(k) and IRA
investments, making it attractive
for a long-term buy-and-hold
investment strategy. To learn
more or to receive a prospectus,
visit www.nasdaq.com/qqq.

**  **  **
For people who find themselves

at sea when it comes to choosing a
career path, or for those who sim-
ply yearn to live on the open
water, the U.S. Merchant Marine
may be the perfect port. There are
a number of maritime schools
across the country. For example,
the Paul Hall Center for Maritime
Training and Education, based in
Piney Point, Md., offers entry-
level training, a program for mili-
tary veterans, ongoing vocational
classes, academic support and
more. For more information, call
(877) 235-3275 or visit the Web
site at www.seafarers.org.

**  **  **
“People often forget that work-

place resources are not their own
and are actually considered com-
pany property,” said attorney Alan
Kopit, legal editor of LexisNexis

Martindale-Hubbell’slawyers.
com, which is considered the most
comprehensive and trustworthy
online resource for finding
lawyers. For information about
office theft, consult an attorney or
visit www.lawyers.com.

**  **  **
A powerful, first-of-its-kind

combination of fiber glass insula-
tion faced with a breathable
“smart” film has been introduced
by CertainTeed. The product,
called DryRight™ Fiber Glass Insu-
lation, exhibits excellent thermal
and acoustical performance while
at the same time helping reduce
the risk of mold and mildew
growth. To learn more, visit the
Web site at certainteed.com.

**  **  **
Conducted in partnership with

the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals, The
Prudential Spirit of Community
Awards were created to encourage
youth volunteerism and to identify
and reward young role models.
For more information about the
awards and this year’s honorees,
visit www.prudential.com/spirit.

(NAPSA)—Replacing regular
pasta with a whole grain variety
doesn’t have to mean sacrificing
great taste. Containing more than
80 percent whole grains, one serv-
ing of the multi-grain pastas from
Mueller ’s, Golden Grain and
Heartland provide 100 percent of
the USDA daily recommendation
of whole grains and are certified

by the American Heart Associa-
tion. Available in penne, rotini
and spaghetti shapes, their subtle
toasty and nutty taste comple-
ments both white and red sauces.
For delicious recipe ideas the
whole family will love, visit
www.aipc.com.




