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Keeping Up With Proper Vehicle Maintenance
Is Easier Than You Think

(NAPSA)—Motorists can pro-
tect their family’s safety by meet-
ing their vehicle’s maintenance
needs. While it’s easy to be car
care aware, too many people are
putting off simple preventative
maintenance and repairs that
could make their vehicles safer
and more dependable.

Consumer vehicle neglect has
now reached $60 billion in annual
unperformed vehicle maintenance
in the United States. Studies have
shown that unperformed mainte-
nance results in 5 percent of all
vehicle accidents, leading to more
than 2,600 deaths, nearly 100,000
disabling injuries and more than
$2 billion in lost wages, medical
expenses and property damage
each year. In addition, poor vehi-
cle maintenance has a direct
impact on the environment, with
10 percent of the nation’s automo-
biles causing 50 percent of the
automotive pollution.

“One of the reasons for con-
sumer vehicle neglect is a lack of
awareness and knowledge,” said
Rich White, executive director of
the Car Care Council. “The first
step to reversing unperformed
maintenance is understanding
what vehicle systems need to be
routinely inspected and when ser-
vice or repair should be performed.”

The Car Care Council has
made it easy to keep up with
proper vehicle care by offering a
service interval schedule as part
of its “Be Car Care Aware” educa-
tion campaign about the benefits
of regular vehicle care, mainte-
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nance and repair. A free copy of
the service interval schedule can
be printed from the Council’s Web
site at www.carcare.org.

The service interval schedule
provides easy-to-follow mainte-
nance tips for vehicle systems,
including: braking, heating and
cooling, electrical and ignition,
emission control, fuel, and steering
and suspension. Vehicle compo-
nents such as tires, windshield
wipers, lights and the vehicle’s
body are also addressed in the
schedule.

The Car Care Council is the
source of information for the “Be
Car Care Aware” consumer educa-
tion campaign, promoting the ben-
efits of regular vehicle care, main-
tenance and repair to consumers.





